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WAR, SPECTACLE, AND POLITICS IN THE ANCIENT ANDES

Warfare in the pre-Columbian Andes took on many forms, from inter-
village raids to campaigns of conquest. Andean societies also created spec-
tacular performances and artwork alluding to war — acts of symbolism that
worked as political rhetoric while drawing on ancient beliefs about super-
natural beings, warriors, and the dead. In this book, Elizabeth N. Arkush
disentangles Andean warfare from Andean war-related spectacle, and ofters
insights into how both evolved over time. Synthesizing the rich archaco-
logical record of fortifications, skeletal injury, and material evidence, she
presents fresh visions of war and politics among the Moche, Chim, Inca,
and pre-Inca societies of the conflict-ridden Andean highlands. The chan-
ging configurations of Andean power and violence serve as case studies to
illustrate a sophisticated general model of the difterent forms of warfare in
premodern societies. Arkush’s book makes the complex prehistory of
Andean warfare accessible by providing a bird’s-eye view of its major

patterns and contrasts.

Elizabeth N. Arkush is Professor of Anthropology at the University of
Pittsburgh. She is a leading expert on ancient Andean warfare and has
done extensive archaeological research on ancient hillforts in the Peruvian
Andes. Her book Hillforts of the Ancient Andes won the SAA Book of the
Year Award in 2013.
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This was supposed to be a book about a big but well-defined topic: warfare in
the pre-Columbian Andes. It quickly became apparent that the topic was much
bigger than I had thought, and not at all well defined. It led off in unexpected
directions, such as land use, the meaning of dead bodies and body parts, gender
roles, social understandings of enemies and outsiders, and — something I came
to think was central — the value of labor in Andean settings. In Azar Gat’s words
(2006: ix), “with war being connected to everything else and everything else
being connected to war, explaining war and tracing its development . . . almost
amount to a theory and history of everything.” Unlike Gat’s astonishing book,
this one does not try to cover everything. It follows a few avenues that seemed
to me especially interesting and important, leaving large areas unaddressed
while still biting oft more than I ever intended to chew.

The book was long in gestation and could not have been written without the
support of many people and organizations. The initial research and conceptual
foundations were worked out during the 2009—10 academic year while I was
supported by a Dumbarton Oaks residential fellowship and a Wenner-Gren
Hunt fellowship. A University of Pittsburgh International Studies faculty
tellowship in 2014 supported additional research and writing. My fieldwork
in the Peruvian Titicaca Basin, supported by the National Science Foundation,
the National Geographic Foundation, and the Center for Latin American
Studies at the University of Pittsburgh, provided material particularly for
Chapter 5. That chapter also draws on insights developed with several col-
leagues and crewmembers over the years, especially Hugo Ikehara, BrieAnna
Langlie, Humberto Tacca, Ryan Smith, and Matt Velasco. Much of my
research in Puno has relied on CARI and on the invaluable logistical assistance
of Cecilia Chavez Justo. Chapter 2 revises and updates a study originally
coauthored with Tiffiny Tung, whose collaboration was essential in the ori-
ginal work, and whose overall research has influenced this book in many ways.
Several students helped enter new bioarchaeology studies into the database,
including Sarah Jolly, Julia Sjohdal, Liz Polce, and Allison Manalo. In my
treatment of developments on the Peruvian north coast in Chapters 4 and 6,
I am especially grateful for the feedback and expertise of Patrick Mullins. My
thoughts on premodern warfare in the Andes and beyond, the focus of
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X1v PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Chapter 3, were hammered out in several presentations at UC Santa Barbara,
the University of Michigan, and the WESIPS conference in Seville, and owe
much to those invitations and the comments from them. These thoughts also
benefited from conversations over several years at different moments with
Amanda Suarez, Ben Raffield, Jim Roscoe, Timothy Earle, Chip Stanish,
and grad students and undergrads in courses on warfare, violence, and politics.
My thanks to Ruth Mostern for her comments on early portions of the book
and to Ruth and Laura Lovett for keeping me motivated in the late stages of
writing. Two anonymous reviewers gave very helpful comments, and I am
grateful for the time and thought they put into their reviews. Images or data
were graciously shared by Patrick Mullins, John Verano, and several other
colleagues. I thank Kwame and Zora for their long patience and good humor.
My mother brought her editorial skills and wide-ranging intelligence to bear
on the whole manuscript; I owe her for her feedback and for more else than
[ can say. Finally, I am thankful for the example of my late father’s curiosity and
his constant habit of questioning how things work.

This book relies extensively on the research of many other scholars and
colleagues, and ranges far from the terrain with which I am most familiar. I am
indebted to their scholarship and have tried to treat it adequately. All errors and

misinterpretations are my own.
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