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The reasons behind Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet Union are well known,
but what about those of the other Axis and non-Axis powers that joined
Operation Barbarossa? Six other European armies fought with the
Wehrmacht in 1941 and six more countries sent volunteers, as well as
there being countless collaborators in the east of various nationalities
who were willing to work with the Germans in 1941. The political, social
and military context behind why so many nations and groups of vol-
unteers opted to join Hitler’s war in the east reflects the many diverse,
and largely unknown, roads that led to Operation Barbarossa. With each
chapter dealing with a new country and every author being a subject
matter expert on that nation, proficient in the local language and his-
toriography, this fascinating new study offers unparalleled insight into
non-German participation on the Eastern Front in 1941.

David Stahel is a Senior Lecturer in European history at the University
of New South Wales in Canberra, Australia. His latest book, The Battle for
Moscow (Cambridge, 2015), was shortlisted for the British Army’s mili-
tary book of the year, 2016.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Joining Hitler’s Crusade

European Nations and the Invasion of the
Soviet Union, 1941

Edited by
David Stahel

Uniwversity of New South Wales, Canberra

3?‘ 2l CAMBRIDGE

5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

) CAMBRIDGE

i£% UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
DOI: 10.1017/9781108225281

© Cambridge University Press 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Stahel, David, 1975- editor.

Title: Joining Hitler’s crusade : European nations and the invasion

of the Soviet Union, 1941 / edited by David Stahel, University

of New South Wales, Canberra.

Description: Cambridge; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2017. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017037637 | ISBN 9781316510346 (hardback : alk. paper) |
ISBN 9781316649749 (paperback)

Subjects: LCSH: World War, 1939-1945 — Campaigns — Soviet Union. |
Germany — Armed Forces — History — World War, 1939-1945. |

Foreign enlistment — Germany — History — 20th century. |

World War, 1939-1945 — Collaborationists — Soviet Union.

Classification: LCC D764 .J64 2017 | DDC 940.54/217-dc23

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2017037637

ISBN 978-1-316-51034-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-316-64974-9 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents
List of Figures page vii
List of Contributors X
Preface XV
DAVID STAHEL
Acknowledgements XVviii
Introduction 1
DAVID STAHEL
PART I THE NATIONAL ARMIES 15
1 Finland 17
HENRIK MEINANDER
2 Romania 46
DENNIS DELETANT
3 Hungary 79
IGNAC ROMSICS
4 Slovakia 107
JAN RYCHLIK
5 Ttaly 134
THOMAS SCHLEMMER
6 Croatia 158
RORY YEOMANS
PART II THE VOLUNTEERS 191
7 Spain 193
XAVIER MORENO JULIA
v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

vi Contents

8 The Netherlands
EVERTJAN VAN ROEKEL

9 Denmark
JOACHIM LUND

10 Belgium
NICO WOUTERS

11 France
OLEG BEYDA

12 Norway
SIGURD S@RLIE

PART III COLLABORATORS FROM WITHIN THE
SOVIET UNION

13 The Baltic States: Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
VALDIS O. LUMANS

14 The Soviet Union
OLEG BEYDA AND IGOR PETROV

Index

214

236

260

288

317

341
343

369

427

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

0.1

1.2

2.1

3.1

3.2

4.1

5.1

Foreigners and Ethnic Germans in the Wehrmacht and
Waffen-SS (January 1942)

Non-German National Armies in the East, 1941

Finnish soldiers crossing the Soviet border. The inscription
in Russian reads ‘Finland’ (Virolahti, 29 June 1941).

SA-Kuva, Image number: 21232. Photographer: Pietinen M.

Leonid Shavykin, a Finnish national of Russian

descent and a Winter War veteran, is urging the Soviets
to surrender (Ilomantsi, Tolvajiarvi, 6 August 1941).
SA-Kuva, Image number: 33732, Photographer:
Luutnantti Pekka Kyytinen.

Adolf Hitler and General Ion Antonescu emerge from
their meeting in Munich on 10 June 1941. Bundesarchiv,
Bild 183-B03212, Photographer: 0.Ang.

A sign in Hungarian and Russian which reads: ‘Russians!!
It was the Hungarian Army that brought you back: The
cross, the land and your freedom. 1942.” Koltunovka,
Belgorod region, presumably the summer of 1942.
FORTEPAN / Konok Tamas id.

Hungarian military cemetery (Alekseevka, Belgorod
region, presumably the end of the summer of 1942).
FORTEPAN / Konok Tamas id.

Soldiers of the Slovakian Mobile Brigade at the battle of
Lypovec (end of July 1941). Slovak National Archives,

f. Slovak Press Agency, image no. 11,389 / Slovensky

narodny archiv, f. Slovenska tlacova kancelaria, obr. c. 11 389.

Hitler, Mussolini and Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt,
commander of Army Group South, during a visit to
German-Soviet front on 28 August 194 1. Bundesarchiv,
Bild 146-1987-121-09A, Photographer: 0.Ang.

page T

12

40

42

68

101

103

125

144

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-316-51034-

6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade

Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

viii

6.1

7.1

8.1

Figures

Croat soldiers training with live rounds on a 5 cm light
mortar (late 1941). HR HDA 1561, Sluzba dravne
stigurnosti Republitkog sekretaryata za unutrasnje poslove
SRH. Signatute HR HDA 1561/00440.

A Spanish recruitment centre for the Spanish Blue
Division. The Falange Espaiiola Tradicionalista y de las
Funtas de Ofensiva Nacional Sindicalista (FET y de

las JONS) is the Traditionalist Spanish Falange and
Committees of the National Syndicalist Offensive. It
was the sole legal party of the Francoist dictatorship
in Spain. Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1973-114-31A,
Photographer: 0.Ang.

Lieutenant-General Henry Alexander Seyffardt hands
a member of the Legion their flag before departing for
the German-Soviet front (The Hague, 27 July 1941).
Beeldbank WO2 — NIOD: Nr. 36974.

8.2 Volunteers from the Dutch Volunteer Legion are

9.1

10.1

10.2

12.1

marching to the train station to leave for the German-
Soviet front. The commander of the legion, Lieutenant-
General Henry Alexander Seyffardt (second from left on
platform), is saluting them as they march past

(The Hague, 7 August 1941). Beeldbank WO2 — NIOD:
Nr. 78377.

The first volunteers of Frikorps Danmark are arriving at
the Langenhorn barracks near Hamburg. The Frikorps’
first chief, Christian Peder Kryssing, is marching in

the second row, second from the right (19 July 1941).
Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe, Signature: 2-15578.

Staf DeClercq (centre) saluting the first volunteers of the
Flemish legion who are leaving Belgium for a training
camp (Brussels, 6 August 1941). Amsab-Institute of
Social History, Ghent. Photographer: Kurt Klingner.
Leon Degrelle speaking to the first volunteers of the
Walloon legion who are about to leave Belgium (Brussels,
8 August 1941).Yad Vashem Photo Archive, Jerusalem.
1495/9.

“The Great Crusade: Legion of French Volunteers Against
Bolshevism.” Propaganda poster for the French Legion
of the Wehrmacht (early 1942). Deutsches Historisches
Museum, Berlin / S. Ahlers.

Jorgen Bakke, the Viken Battalion commander, giving

a speech at the Fallingbostel training camp in October

185

206

221

222

248

269

271

303

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

1941. Hans Jittner, head of SS-FHA (second from left),
Vidkun Quisling (second from right) and Paul Wegener
of the German Reichskommissariat in Norway

(on the far right). Image courtesy of Geir Brenden, Norway. 336

13.1 Public murder of Jews by Lithuanian nationalists after
the occupation of the city by German forces (Kaunas,
28 June 1941). Bundesarchiv, Bild B 162 Bild-04126,

Photographer: 0.Ang.

13.2 Lieutenant-General Kurt Daluege in discussion with the
Latvian officer Voldemars Veiss. Bundesarchiv, Bild

121-1094, Photographer: 0.Ang.

14.1 On 13 October 1941, ninety-four Jews were shot in
Miropol. The photographer, Skrovina Lubomir, testified
in 1958 that the action was performed by local Ukrainian
militia. The Ukrainian (blue/yellow) coloured armband
is seen on the foremost perpetrator’s left arm. Security
Services Archive, Historical collection of the State

Security Service (H), file code H-770.

14.2 Ukrainian auxiliary police (presumably summer 1942).

FORTEPAN / FORTEPAN.

357

360

407

412

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors

OLEG BEYDA obtained his MA from the Russian State University for
the Humanities in 2013 and is currently completing his PhD in his-
tory at the University of New South Wales, Canberra. His research
concerns White Russian émigrés who fought in the Wehrmacht on the
German-Soviet front. Beyda’s past publications include a book on the
French Legion of the Wehrmacht, Frantsuzskii legion na sluzhbe Gitleru
(2013), and the diary of an émigré who served in the Walloon legion
of the Wehrmacht, Zavadskii, R. V., Svoia chuzhaia voina: Dnevnik
russkogo ofitsera vermakhta 1941-1942 (2014). His work has also been
published in numerous journals including Journal of Slavic Military
Studies; Neprikosnovennyi Zapas; Otechestvennye Arkhivy; and Novaia ©
Noveishaia Istoria.

DENNIS DELETANT is Visiting Ion Ratiu Professor of Romanian
Studies in the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University,
Washington DC. He is Emeritus Professor of Romanian Studies at
University College, London. For this service he was made an officer
of the Order of the British Empire in 1995. He was awarded Ordinul
pentru merit with the rank of commander for services to Romanian
democracy on 1 December 2000 by President Emil Constantinescu
of Romania and ‘The Star of Romania’, Romania’s highest civilian
honour, by President Klaus Iohannis on 26 October 2016 for his
activity in the promotion of Romanian history, language and culture.
His publications include Hitler’s Forgotten Ally: Ion Antonescu and his
Regime, Romania, 1940-1944 (2006) and British Clandestine Activities
in Romania during the Second World War (2016).

VALDIS 0. LUMANS produced his doctorate at the University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill. His research projects focus on Nazi Germany
and the Second World War, with special interests in the Third Reich’s
relationship with Eastern Europe, ethnic Germans, Nazi ideology, the
SS and the Baltic States. He earned the title of Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of History, having taught for thirty years at the University of

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors Xi

South Carolina Aiken, where he served his final twenty years or so as
Chair of the Department of History, Political Science and Philosophy.
He has published two major books: Himmler’s Auxiliaries: The
Volksdeutsche Mittelstelle and the German National Minorities of Europe,
1933-1945 (1993) and Latvia inWorldWar II (2006), along with numer-
ous book chapters, journal articles and book reviews. He is currently
translating and transcribing family materials for a personal commen-
tary on the Latvian post-war displaced persons experience.

JOACHIM LUND obtained his PhD from the University of Copenhagen
in 1999. He is currently an Associate Professor in the Department
of Business and Politics at the Copenhagen Business School. His
research interests include business networks during war and occupa-
tion as well as Denmark’s political and economic collaboration with
Nazi Germany. He is currently working on a biography of the business
manager and cabinet minister Gunnar Larsen (1902-73). Key publica-
tions include: ‘A Faustian Bargain: Denmark’s Precarious Deal with
the German War Economy’, in Industrial Collaboration in Nazi-Occupied
Europe (2016); Samarbejdets mand. Minister Gunnar Larsen — Dagbog
1941-1943, I-11I (ed., with John T. Lauridsen, 2015); Danmark besat.
Krig og hverdag 1940—45, (4th ed., with Claus B. Christensen, Jakob
Serensen and Niels W. Olesen, 2015); “The Wages of Collaboration.
The German Food Crisis 1939-1945 and the Supplies from Denmark’,
Scandinavian Journal of History 38 (4), 2013, 480-501; Hitlers spisekam-
mer. Danmark og den europeeiske nyordning 1940—43 (2005).

HENRIK MEINANDER completed his MA in 1987 and obtained his PhD
from the University of Helsinki in 1994. He was appointed Professor
of History at the same university in 2001. Before that he worked both
as curator of the Mannerheim Museum in Helsinki and director of the
Finnish cultural institute in Stockholm. He has published a number
of monographs on Finnish and Scandinavian history in the twenti-
eth century and has received most attention for his books A History
of Finland (2006, English 2011) and Finland 1944: Krig, samhdille,
kanslolandskap (2009). He is currently director of the research pro-
gramme ‘Driving Forces of Democracy: Patterns of Democratization
in Finland and Sweden, 1890-2020°.

XAVIER MORENO JULIA studied history at the University of Barcelona
where he received his PhD in 2003. He teaches contemporary his-
tory at Rovira i Virgili University in Tarragona, Spain. He has a First
National Award for Research, which is the most prestigious academic
award granted by the Spanish Ministry of Education. His main works
include La Division Azul: Sangre espaiiola en Rusia, 1941-1945 (2004,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

xii Contributors

2009), which appeared in English translation as Blue Division: Spanish
Blood in Russia, 1941-1945 (2015).This was the first book of an infor-
mal trilogy with the other two volumes, published in Spanish as Hitler
v Franco: Diplomacia en tiempos de guerra (1936-1945) (2007) and
Legion Azul y Segunda Guerra Mundial (2014). He is now working on
the biography of the most important German Ambassador in Spain
during the Spanish Civil War and Second World War.

IGOR PETROV is an independent researcher based in Munich. His main
areas of interest include Russian emigration in Germany prior to, dur-
ing and after the Second World War and Soviet collaboration with the
Axis powers during the Second World War. He has translated, edited
and commented on the Russian publication of Alfred Rosenberg’s
diaries, Politicheskii dnevnik Al’freda Rozenberga: 1934—1944 (2015). He
co-authored a large series of radio broadcasts entitled ‘Russian collab-
oration’ on Radio Liberty. His works have been published in numer-
ous journals and magazines, including Neprikosnovennyi Zapas and
Russkaia Zhizn’.

EVERTJAN VAN ROEKEL studied Dutch Law at Utrecht University (LLM)
and History, Holocaust and Genocide Studies at the University of
Amsterdam (MA). His research focuses on Dutch Waffen-SS volun-
teers. In 2010 his master thesis was shortlisted for the prestigious Erik
Hazelhoff Roelfzema prize for promising young academic writers in
the social sciences. In 2011 his first book Fongens van Nederland was
published. Van Roekel has published multiple articles in several Dutch
historical magazines and journals. In 2010 his article in Historisch
Nieuwsblad, ‘Nederlandse SS’ers en de Holocaust’, about the involve-
ment of Dutch Waffen-SS volunteers in genocide on the Eastern
Front, generated nationwide media attention. Van Roekel was also a
columnist for the historical magazine Wereld in Oorlog (2011-14). He is
currently finishing his PhD about Dutch Waffen-SS volunteers at the
University of Amsterdam.

IGNAC ROMSICS is Professor of Modern Hungarian History and Head
of the Doctoral School at Eszterhazy University, Eger. Between 1986
and 1991 he served as deputy director of the Institute of Hungarian
Studies. From 1991 to 2008 he taught modern Hungarian history at
Eo6tvos University and at the same time, between 1993 and 1998 and
in the academic year of 2002-2003, he held the Hungarian Chair at
Indiana University, Bloomington, United States. From 1999 to 2007
he was General Secretary of the Hungarian Historical Society and since
2001 he has been a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
His awards include the Szécheny: Prize, which is the highest scholarly
achievement in Hungary. His publications include Wartime American

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors xiii

Plans for a New Hungary (1992); Hungary in the Twentieth Century
(1999); From Dictatorship to Democracy. The Birth of the Third Hungarian
Republic 1998-2001 (2007); and A Short History of Hungary (2016).

JAN RYCHLIK obtained a PhD in ethnology and folklore from the St
Kliment Ohridski University in Sofia, Bulgaria and in 1998 another
doctorate in history from the Institute of History at the Czech
Academy of Sciences in Prague. He is a regular professor of Czech and
Slovak modern history at the Charles University in Prague and exter-
nal professor at the Technical University in Liberec. He is chairman
of the Czech-Slovak/Slovak-Czech Historical Commission. In 2014
he obtained a doctorate honoris causa in historical sciences from the
St Kliment Ohridski University in Sofia. His publications include Cesi
a Slovaci ve 20. stoleti (The Czechs and Slovaks in the 20th Century),
2 vols., (1997, 1998), and RW/ Seton-Watson and His Relations with the
Czechs and Slovaks. Documents, 19061951 (with Thomas D. Marzik
and Miroslav Bielik), 2 vols, Ustav T. G. Masaryka — Matica slovenska,
Praha-Martin 1995, 1996.

THOMAS SCHLEMMER obtained his PhD in 1996 from the University
of Munich and in 2001-2005 was a Research Fellow at the German
Historical Institute in Rome. From 2009 to 2012 he was a member
of the Joint German-Italian Historical Commission and since 2005 a
staff historian at the Institute for Contemporary History in Munich.
He is the deputy managing editor of the prestigious Vierteljahrshefte
fiir Zeitgeschichte and a lecturer at the University of Munich. His pub-
lications include Inwvasori, non vittime: La Campagna italiana di Russia
1941-1943 (2009); Lutz Klinkhammer/Amedeo Osti Guerrazzi/
Thomas Schlemmer (eds.), Die ‘Achse’ im Krieg. Politik, Ideologie und
Kriegfiihrung 1939 bis 1945 (2010); and Thomas Schlemmer/Alan
E. Steinweis (eds.), Holocaust and Memory in Europe (German Yearbook
for Contemporary History, vol. 1) (2016).

SIGURD SORLIE holds a PhD in history from the University of Oslo and is
currently working as an Associate Professor at the Norwegian Institute
for Defence Studies. His previous publications include a monograph
on the experiences, attitudes and behaviour of Norwegians in the
Waffen-SS (Solkors eller hakekors. Nordmenn 1 Waffen-SS 1941-1945).
This book is currently being translated into German and will be pub-
lished by Ferdinand Schéningh Verlag. He has also written a book chap-
ter on the Waffen-SS volunteers’ role in Norwegian post-war memory
culture (‘From Misguided Idealists to Genocidaires: The Waffen-SS
Volunteers in Norwegian Memory Culture’ in From Patriotic Memory
to a Universalistic Narrative? Shifts in Norwegian Memory Culture after
1945 in Comparative Perspective). As of 2017 he has been engaged in a

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Xiv Contributors

comprehensive research project on Norway and the Second World War
headed by UiT, the Arctic University of Norway and funded by the
Norwegian government.

DAVID STAHEL attended Monash University, Boston College and King’s
College London (MA) before receiving his PhD from the Humboldt
University in Berlin in 2009. He is currently a Senior Lecturer at
the University of New South Wales in Canberra and teaches at the
Australian Defence Force Academy. He has authored a series of books
for Cambridge University Press charting the German invasion of the
Soviet Union in 1941, including Operation Barbarossa and Germany’s
Defeat in the East (2009); Kiev 1941 (2012); Operation Typhoon (2013);
and The Barttle for Moscow (2015). His latest book was short-listed for
the British army military book of the year award (2016). He has previ-
ously co-edited (with Alex Kay and Jeff Rutherford) Nazi Policy on the
Eastern Front, 1941: Total War, Genocide and Radicalization (2012). His
next study will constitute a revised account of the German retreat in
December 1941 and January 1942.

NICO WOUTERS holds a PhD in history and is the operational director of
the Belgian Centre for War and Documentation (State Archives). He
is also a guest professor at the University of Ghent, co-editor in chief
of the Journal of Belgian History and an honorary research fellow at the
School of History at Kent University. His main interests are the history
of occupation during the Second World War (administrations, collab-
oration, resistance, post-war purges) and issues of collective memory
related to both oral history and state-sponsored politics of memory. His
recent publications in English include (as editor) Tramnsitional Fustice
and Memory in Europe (2014) and Mayoral Collaboration under Nazi
Occupation in Belgium, the Netherlands and France, 1938—46 (2016).

RORY YEOMANS obtained his PhD from the School of Slavonic and
East European Studies, University College London in 2005. He
has held fellowships at Oxford University, the Centre for Advanced
Study, Sofia and the Wiener Wiesenthal Institute, Vienna. He has also
been an EHRI fellow in Berlin. He has taught at University College
London, City University, the University of Leeds, Oxford Brookes
University and the University of Zagreb. His publications include
Visions of Annihilation: the Ustasha Regime and the Cultural Politics
of Fascism, 1941-1945 (2013); Racial Science in Hitler’s New Europe,
1938-1945 (2013) as co-editor with Anton Weiss-Wendt; and editor of
The Utopia of Terror: Life, Death and Everyday Experience in the Ustasha
State (2015). For the academic year 2017—-18 he will be a member of
the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton where he will be writ-
ing and researching a manuscript on ideological travellers between the
Independent State of Croatia and the new Europe.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316510346
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-51034-6 — Joining Hitler's Crusade
Edited by David Stahel

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

No other action impacted Germany’s fate in the Second World War more
directly than Hitler’s decision to invade the Soviet Union. Indeed, given
the enormous loss of life, the extraordinary destruction wrought and the
sweeping political implications it engendered, the invasion of the Soviet
Union remains one of the pivotal decisions of the twentieth century. The
war in the east also led to Hitler’s momentous attempt to mass mur-
der all Soviet Jews, which paralleled the already ubiquitous criminal-
ity perpetrated by the SS and Wehrmacht against the occupied Slavic
population and captured Red Army men. Thus, there can be no question
that the decision to invade the Soviet Union reflected Hitler’s ideological
worldview about which so much has been written. By contrast, far less
is known about why so many nations or individual volunteers opted to
support Hitler’s war in the east.

This book looks at the diverse countries, personalities and unique
national circumstances that led to so many states to send men to fight
against the Red Army in 1941. This is not the first book to address
Germany’s allies on the eastern front, but those that do are almost exclu-
sively military histories with a focus on armies and campaigns and less
the domestic politics, foreign policy pressures, prominent personalities
and social conditions that led so many European nations and volun-
teers into war with Hitler. The 1976 study by Peter Gosztony, Hitlers
Fremde Heere: Das Schicksal der nichtdeutschen Armeen im Ostfeldzug,
and the more recent 2007 book by Rolf-Dieter Miiller, An der Seite
der Wehrmacht: Hitlers auslandische Helfer beim ‘Kreuzzug gegen den
Bolschewismus’,' are both cases in point. They also both deal with the
whole period of foreign involvement in the war, which leaves very little
discussion for why these nations took part in the first instance. A bet-
ter guide is Kenneth Estes’s 2015 book A European Anabasis: Western
European Volunteers in the German Army and SS, 1940—45, which offers

! An English translation of this appeared in 2012. Rolf-Dieter Miiller, The Unknown
Eastern Front: The Wehrmacht and Hitler’s Foreign Soldiers (London, 2012).
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xvi Preface

a good mix of social and military history that is helpful in understand-
ing the motivations of the volunteers. However, it too covers the whole
period of the war in fewer than 200 pages and therefore lacks compre-
hensive discussion of 1941 (as well as excluding all the non-volunteer
nations). Jonathan Adelman’s 2007 edited collection Hitler and his Allies
inWorld War II focuses on foreign relations with Nazi Germany, but again
deals with much more than just Operation Barbarossa in 1941 and, with
one exception, excludes the nations from which volunteers came.

There is some excellent discussion of Germany’s allies and their moti-
vation to participate in Operation Barbarossa by Jirgen Forster in the
fourth volume of Das Deutsche Reich und der Zweite Weltkrieg, but, apart
from having been published over thirty years ago, it suffers from the
inevitable problem that all who have attempted this subject confront.
Archival and secondary literature for all of these nations require linguis-
tic skills that no single author commands, which means that the little that
has been written on this subject is restricted to the small base of largely
German, French and English source material. The advantage of the pre-
sent volume is that each author not only has the necessary linguistic
skills, but is an established authority in the local debates and literature
with extensive research experience in the field. The opportunity here is
to offer a fresh perspective on Operation Barbarossa, one showcasing
the beginning of the war from numerous new perspectives (beyond just
German), while at the same introducing a good deal of previously una-
vailable material into the Anglo-American world.

Given the variety of national experiences under consideration, which
varies from nations that sent a few hundred volunteers to those that
sent hundreds of thousands, the variety of approaches to this question
is wholly consistent with the wide spectrum, and complexity, of the con-
trasting paths to Barbarossa. Indeed, often the only common link among
all the countries is the fact that they each had nationals fighting together
on Germany’s eastern front. While some nations made the decision to
join the war at a state level (often with little concern for popular opin-
ion), others only sent volunteers meaning the decisions rested with the
individual and are therefore much more reflective of varied social, politi-
cal and personal attitudes. Some of these nations were ruled by fascist
governments, which, as in the case of Croatia or Romania, proved every
bit as willing as the Nazis to employ violent coercion and mass mur-
der. Other nations lived under a form of German military occupation
or were ruled by collaborationist regimes, which by no means deterred
local right-wing nationalists, and sometimes other groups, from support-
ing Hitler. Spain was nominally a neutral country, but accounted for the
highest number of volunteers sent to the eastern front in 1941. Finland
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was even a constitutional democracy, while Denmark retained its pre-
war democratic government under German occupation, but both sent
troops to fight in the east. Clearly, there was no prescriptive formula
for the states involved in Operation Barbarossa and, as the essays in this
study confirm, motivations within individual countries were often like-
wise splintered.

Only in the broadest sense can we then divide the nations under
review and categorize them into general groups on the basis of their par-
ticipation. The first six chapters of this book will focus on the nations
which sent elements of their national army to take part in Operation
Barbarossa. The next six chapters represent the occupied and neutral
countries who sent volunteers to join the war and the last two chapters
have been devoted to the diverse peoples inside the Soviet Union. These
final two chapters are divided between the Baltic states of Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia, which were only absorbed into the Soviet Union in
1940, and a separate chapter dealing with Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian
and Cossack collaboration.
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