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Aaron, prophet, 16

al-¿Abbās b. ¿Abd al-Mu��alib, 137–138

Abbasids, xiv, xix, xxxix, xlii, 10 n. 8

¿Abd al-Jabbār, al-Qā�ī, xxvii, xlvi, xlvii

¿Abd al-Mu��alib, 139

¿Abd al-Ra?mān b. ¿Awf, 12, 125–126, 133

¿Abdallāh b. Ibā�, xxxvi

abode of Islam (dār al-islām), 5 n. 4

Abraham, prophet, 120–121

absence of imams

Ibn al-Walīd on, 150

Musta¿lī ~ayyibīs and, xxxvi

al-~ūsī on, 70, 82–85

see also occultations/concealments of imams

Abū Bakr, caliph

appointment of successors by, 11, 144

Day of the Portico and, 125

designation of, 127, 134

election of

An�ār and, xi

Ibā�īs on, xix, li

Ibn Fūrak on, 11–12

al-Juwaynī on, 24–25, 26–29

Khārijīs on, xix

Rā��a on, xviii

Sunnīs on, xxxviii

¿Uthmānīs on, xv

al-Warjalānī on, 144

fallibility of, 115, 116

pledges of allegiance to, 24–25, 26–27, 

28–29

superior merits of, xi, 11–12

Abū >anīfa, xxii, 122, 123

Abū ’l->asan al-Bāhilī, xl

Abū Is?āq Mu?ammad b. ¿Umar al-Wāqidī, 

139

Abū ¿Ubayda b. al-Jarrā?, 115, 133

Abū ¿Ubayda Muslim b. Abī Karīma, 145

accountability, in absence of guiding authority, 

xxxiii, 4

¿adālat al-�a?āba (the uprightness of the 

Companions), xx

Āghā Khān, xxxvi

ā?ād (isolated reports), 17, 31, 118

ahl al-bayt, see Prophet’s household

ahl al-?adīth, see >anbalīs/partisans of hadith

A?mad b. >anbal, xvi, xxi, xxii, xxiv, xxv n. 19

¿Ā¾isha, xx, xxi, 14, 17–18, 138

alerting agent (munabbih), lvi, 46–47

¿Alī b. Abī ~ālib, caliph

in council of six, 125

death of, xiii

designation of, 127, 136–138

election of

in general, xii–xiii

Abū >anīfa on, xxii

Hashimids on, xvi–xviii

Ibā�īs on, xix, li

Ibn Fūrak on, 13–14, 15–17

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 126–128

Khārijīs on, xviii–xix

Mu?akkimīs on, xviii

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxviii

Quran reciters on, xvi, xvii

Shī¿īs on, xxxviii

Umayyads on, xvi
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¿Alī b. Abī ~ālib, caliph (Cont.)

¿Uthmānīs on, xv–xvi, xxv n. 19

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, xxxiv

merits of, 14

Mu¿āwiya and, xviii, xx, 126, 127

pledges of allegiance to, 126, 137

rebellion against, xvii, 14–15, 16 n. 14

allegiance, pledges of, see pledges of allegiance

al-Āmir bi-A?kām Allāh, Fā�imid imam-

caliph, liii–liv

ancestry of imams, see Qurashī lineage of 

imams

An�ār, xi, 45, 125, 126, 127–128

appointment of imams

civil strife after, 71–72, 130

consensus and, see consensus

by designation, see designation of imams

by election, see election of imams

by imams themselves, 10–11, 45, 61, 66, 

129, 144

lack of numbers and, 146–147

arbitration (ta?kīm), xviii, 14–15

al-A�amm, Abū Bakr, 108

a�?āb al-ra¾y (personal opinion), xxiii

al-Ash¿arī, Abū al->asan

religious a�liation of, xxiii

views interpreted by Ibn Fūrak, see under 

Ibn Fūrak

al-Ash¿arī, Abū Mūsā, 14

Ash¿arīs, see Ibn Fūrak; al-Juwaynī

a�la? (optimum), xxx–xxxi

Ataturk, Mustafa Kemal, lviii

attributes of imams

in general

see merits of imams

al-Bāqillānī on, xliv–xlv

Companions on, 54

courage/bravery, 7, 32–33, 54, 55, 113

al-Hārūnī on, 53–61

Ibn Fūrak on, xlii, 5–7

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, l, 113

Ibn al-Walīd on, 152

infallibility, see under infallibility

intelligence of, 35, 36, 37, 54, 113

al-Juwaynī on, xlii, xliii, 29–36

legal expertise, xliv, 33–34, 55

al-Māwardī on, xliv–xlv

miraculous abilities of, 7, 88, 90–92, 93–94

moral probity, 54, 122–123

physical handicaps and, 29–31

piety/religiosity of, 6–7, 33, 35, 114–115, 145

political acumen of, 7, 114–115

scholarship of, 34–35, 54, 114–115

al-Warjalānī on, 145

authority

imamate as, 21

of imams/caliphs, 8–9

of Prophet, xxi–xxii

of prophets, 5

religio-political, xxiv–xxv, xxxvii,  

xxxviii–xxxix

autonomy of imams, 34, 35, 36–37, 40, 122

Bahshamī theological school, xxvii,  

xlvii–xlviii, 108 n. 3

al-Balkhī, Abū ¾l-Qāsim, 108–109

al-Bāqillānī, al-Qā�ī Abū Bakr

on imams/caliphs

attributes of, xliv–xlv

participants in elections of, 22, 24

quorums in elections of, 26

witnesses to, 28–29

mention of, xl, xli

al-Ba�rī, Abū ¿Abdallāh, xlv

al-Ba�rī, Abū ’l->usayn, xxvii, 109, 114, 133

bay¿a (pledge of allegiance), see pledges of 

allegiance

bay�at al-islām (Islam’s heartlands), 5 n. 4

al-Bayhaqī, xl

best interest (ma�la?a), xxx, 72

Bishr b. Sa¿d, 133

The Book of Excellence on the Fundamental 

Principles of Religion (Ibn al-Malā?imī), 

xlix–l

Book of Nondiscretionary Penalties (al-

Shaybānī), 120

bravery, see courage/bravery of imams

Buyids, xxv

caliphate

reestablishment of, lviii

use of term, xxxix–xl

see also imamate/caliphate

caliphs, see imams/caliphs

Camel, Battle of the, xiii, xv, xx, 14

careful examination, see rational inquiries

civil strife/turmoil, 71–72, 130

see also rebellions
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coercion, 79

communities, isolated, 38–40

Companions (�a?āba)

on imams/caliphs

¿Ali, 16 n. 14

attributes of, 54

consensus in election of, 115–116, 

125–126

election of, x, 13, 125–126

need for, 44–46

quorum for election, 133–134

legal opinions of, xx

Prophet and, 15, 17

repentance of, xx

views on, xx–xxi, xxiv

see also under speci�c Companions

concealments, see occultations/concealments 

of imams

The Concise Book of Doctrines (al-Warjalānī), li, 

lx, 140–147

see also al-Warjalānī

consensus (ijmā¿)
in electoral process

of Companions, 115–116, 125–126

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 115–116, 125–126

al-Juwaynī on, 24–25

legitimacy of, 154

of Muhājirūn and An�ār, 126

of the Prophet’s household, 44

al-Warjalānī on, 144

consultation (shūrā), xxvi, 11

Convincing Guide to the Occultation (al-

Murta�ā), 94–95

council of six (of ¿Umar), see Day of the 

Council

courage/bravery of imams, 7, 32–33, 54, 55, 113

The Crown of Doctrines and the Mine of 

Instructive Points (Ibn al-Walīd), liv–lv, 

lx, 148–156, see also Ibn al-Walīd

The Curative Book on the Imamate: A 

Paraphrastic Rendering (al-~ūsī), xlviii–

xlix, 67–106, see also al-~ūsī

The Curative Book on the Imamate (al-

Murta�ā), xlvi, xlvii–xlviii, l

dār al-islām (abode of Islam), 5 n. 4

da¿wa, see missions of imams

Day of the Council (yawm al-shūrā)

in general, xxii, 12, 13, 144

creation of, 45, 115

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 125–126

quorums for elections and, 133

Day of the Portico (yawm al-saqīfa)

in general, xi–xii

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 125

legitimacy of, xxxii, xxxvii–xxxviii

quorums for elections and, 133

mention of, 115

designation of imams (na��)
of Abū Bakr, 127, 134

of ¿Alī b. Abī ~ālib, 127, 136–138

di�erent meanings of, xxxii–xxxiii

al-Hārūnī on, 43

Ibn Fūrak on, 7–9, 16–17

Ibn al-Walīd on, liv, 153–156

Mu¿tazilīs, xxviii, 134–139

by Prophet, 66, 127, 134, 136–138

Sunnīs on, xxv

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxix, xxxi, 126–128, 130, 

136–138

devoutness, see piety/religiosity

�irār b. ¿Amr, 31

direct instruction (ta¿līm), lvii

dispensability of imams/imamate, lii, liii, 4, 

45, 108, 143–144

disputes, 36, 40, 50–51

dissimulation (kitmān; taqiyya)

legality of, lii–liii, 11

al-Warjalānī on, 147

see also occultations/concealments of imams

divine assistance (lu�f )

essential knowledge and, 69, 77, 80

God and, xxix, lv–lviii

human intellect and, xxxvi, lv–lviii

imams/caliphs and

absence of, 82–85

al-Hārūnī on, lv, 49–50

Ibn al-Malā?imī, l, 110–111

Ibn al-Walīd on, lvii–lviii

Isma¿īlī Shī¿is on, xxxvi, lvi–lviii

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxvii, lv–lvi, 89–90, 104

al-~ūsī on, xxix–xxx, xlviii, lix–lx, 69–70, 

74–75, 76–79, 81–84, 103–104, 105

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxix–xxxi, xlviii, lvi, 

104 n. 34, 110

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, lv

moral obligations and, 83–84

occultations of imams and, 87, 89–90, 96
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elections of imams (ikhtiyār)

in general, xxv–xxvi, xli, 8, 13, 116, 

121–122

consensus and, see consensus

equal merits and, 64–65, 114–115

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 124–131, 133–134

independent reasoning and, 15–16

al-Juwaynī on, 24–29

Khārijīs on, xviii–xix

Mu¿tazilīs on, 124, 132–134

participants in, see electorate

power base of imams and, 26–27

vs. proclamation of mission, 61–66

proper process of, 133–134

quorums and, 25–26, 133–134

superior merits and, xi, xliv–xlv, 11–12, 

129, 152

Twelver Shī¿īs on, 130–131, 132

underpinning by scripture, 9

witnesses to, 28

see also under speci�c imams

electorate

in general, xxvi

attributes of

high standing, 28

legal expertise of, 22–23

piety of, 24

al-Juwaynī on, 21–24

size of, 8

emirs, 39–40

Epistle on Legal Theory (al-Shā�¿ī), xxiii

essential knowledge (ma¿ārif)

divine assistance and, 69, 77, 80

Mu¿tazilīs on, 80 n. 12

al-~ūsī on, 80–81, 105–106

see also knowledge of God

evil acts, see reprehensible acts

existence/nonexistence of imams

al-Hārūnī on, 46–47

Ibn al-Walīd on, liv

al-~ūsī on, 85, 97–101

fallibility

of Abū Bakr, 115, 116

of humans, 74–75, 117

see also infallibility

al-farj al-?arām (unlawful union), 117

Fā�ima

descendants of, xxix, xxxiv, xlvi, 114

inheritance of Prophet and, 11–12

as successor of Prophet, xxxviii

Fā�imids, 32

fī sabīl allāh (in the path of God), 128 n. 21

Friday worship, 25–26

Ghannouchi, Rached, xxvi

ghayba, see occultations/concealments of 

imams

al-Ghazalī, xliii, liv

A Gift for Theologians on the Refutation of 

Philosophers (Ibn al-Malā?imī), xlix

God

absence of imams and, 150

creation/selection of imams by, 60,  

99–101

divine assistance and, xxix, lv–lviii

knowledge of, see knowledge of God

obedience to, xxix

occultations of imams and, 97–99

proof of, see God’s proof

God’s proof (?ujjat Allāh)

Ibn al-Walīd on, liv–lv, lvii, 152

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxxiii

al-~ūsī on, xlviii, 101

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxxiii, xxxix, xlviii, xlix, 

liv, lvii

hadiths

on age of caliphate, 18

on designation of ¿Alī, 137, 138–139

?adīth al-ghadīr, 16 n. 15

?adīth al-manzila, 16 n. 15

on inheritance of Prophet, 11–12

isolated reports of, 17, 31, 118

on Qurashī lineage, 31, 114

>anafīs, xxiii, xxiv, xxvii

>anbalīs/partisans of hadith (ahl al-?adīth)

¿Alī b. Abī ~ālib and, xv

on Companions, xx

hadiths transmitted by, 139

on >anafīs, xxiii

on imams/caliphs, 124

on rebellion, xxiv

harm

imams as safeguards against, 76, 109, 

128–129

protecting oneself from, 80 n. 12

al-Hārūnī, al-Mu¾ayyad bi-’llāh, xlv
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al-Hārūnī, al-Nā�iq bi-’l->aqq Abū ~ālib

in general, lix

biography of, xlv, 42

on imams/caliphs

attributes of, 53–61

designation of, 43

disputes and, 50–51

divine assistance and, lv, 49–50

existence/nonexistence of, 46–47

infallibility and, 43, 55–61

as judges, 58

legitimacy of, xlvi

moral obligations and, 46–49

multiple candidates, 43–44, 64–66

necessity of, 51–53

removal of, 43–44

revealed law and, 42–43, 46, 50, 51, 57

social need for, 44–46

validation of claim of, 61–66

works of, The Theoretical Underpinning of 

the Imamate, xlv–xlvi, lix, lxii, 42–66

>asan, Nājī, lxii

al->asan b. ¿Alī, caliph, xiii

al->asan al-Ba�rī, 115, 134

>asan-i ~abbā?, lvii

Hashimids

feud with Umayyads, xiii–xiv

major branches of, xvii

status of, xii

on successors of Prophet, xi–xii, xvi–xviii

?udūd (penalties), 5, 143

?ujjat Allāh, see God’s proof

humans

de�ciencies in, 51

fallibility/infallibility of, 74–75, 82, 117

intellect of, xxxvi, lv–lviii, 20

non-liability of, 5

al->urra al-Malika, ~ulay?id queen, liii

Ibā�īs

dissimulation used by, lii–liii

on God’s law, lii–liii

on imams/caliphs

dispensability of, liii

legitimacy of, xix, li

procedure of removal of, lii, liii

Khārijīs and, xxxvi–xxxvii

other Muslims and, xxxvii

on Quran, li

scholarly attention and, lxi

Ibā�ism, l–li

Ibn al-Farrā¾, Abū Ya¿lā, xli–xlii, xv n. 7

Ibn Fūrak, Mu?ammad b. al->asan

in general, lix

biography of, xl, 3

on Companions

¿Ā¾isha, 14, 17–18

ranking of, 17

~al?a, al-Zubayr and Mu¿āwiya, 15

on imamate/caliphate, xl–xli, 4–18

on imams/caliphs

Abū Bakr, 11–12

¿Alī b. Abī ~ālib, 13–14, 15–17

appointment of successors by, 10–11

attributes of, xlii, 5–7

election of, 7–9, 15–17

lineage of, xlii, 7, 10

pledges of allegiance to, 13

¿Umar b. al-Kha��āb, 12

¿Uthmān b. ¿A�ān, 12–13

on independent reasoning, 8, 14–17

on prophets, 6

on unbelief, 18

works of, A Précis of the Doctrines of Abū 

’l->asan al-Ash¿arī, xl–xli, 3–18

Ibn >anbal, A?mad, xxii

Ibn al-Malā?imī, Rukn al-Dīn

in general, lx

biography of, xlix, 107

on The Curative Book, l

on imamate/caliphate, 107–139

essence of, 108

necessity of, 107–110, 112

objectives of, 113

requisites of, 113–115

on imams/caliphs

attributes of, l, 113

designation of, 134–139

divine assistance and, l, 110–111

election of, 124–131

election of, proper process of, 133–134

equal merit and, 114–115

infallibility of, l, 115–119, 129

lineage of, 114

as means of forti�cation, 111

occultations of, 111

removal of, 131–132

sinning of, 119–124

superiority over other candidates, 129

worldly a�airs and, 111–112
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works of

in general, xlix

The Book of Excellence on the Fundamental 

Principles of Religion, xlix–l, 107–139

The Reliable Book of Knowledge on the 

Fundamental Principles of Religion,  

107

The Reliable Book on the Fundamental 

Principles of Religion, 134

Ibn Mujāhid al-Ba�rī, xl

Ibn Muljam, xii

Ibn Taymiyya, xvi

Ibn al-Walīd, al-Dā¿ī ¿Alī b. Mu?ammad

in general, lx

biography of, liv, 148

on imamate/caliphate, 148–156

on imams/caliphs

appointment by designation of, liv, 

153–156

attributes of, 152

divine assistance and, lvii–lviii

existence/nonexistence of, liv

as God’s proof, liv–lv, lvii, 152

legal duties of, 151–152

occultations/concealments of, lv, 

150–151

works of

in general, liv

The Crown of Doctrines and the Mine of 

Instructive Points, liv–lv, lx, 148–156

ijmā¿, see consensus

ijtihād, see independent reasoning

ikhtiyār, see elections of imams

imamate/caliphate

in general, lix

as authority, 21

dispensability of, lii, liii, 4, 45, 108, 143–144

essence of, 108

with multiple imams, see multiple imams

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxvii, xlix–l, 108–109

objectives of, 35–36, 113

requisites of, 113–115

al-Shahrastānī on, x

with single imam, 37–38, 41

Sunnīs on

in general, xxv–xxvi

Ibn Fūrak on, see under Ibn Fūrak

al-Juwaynī, see under al-Juwaynī

legal works on, xli–xlii

Twelver Shī¿īs on

in general, xxviii, lx

al-Murta�ā, xxviii–xxix, xlvii–xlviii

al-~ūsī, see under al-~ūsī

use of terms, xxxix–xl

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, xxxiv–xxxv, 42–43

see also imams/caliphs

Imāmī Shī¿īs, see Twelver Shī¿īs
imams/caliphs

absence of, see absence of imams

appointment of, see appointment of imams

assessment of conduct of, 6

attributes of, see attributes of imams

authority of, 8–9

autonomy of, see autonomy of imams

capabilities of individuals and, 103

characteristics of, see attributes of imams

coercion and, 79

concealments of, see occultations/

concealments of imams

dispensability of, lii, liii, 4, 45, 108, 143–144

dissimulation of, see dissimulation

divine assistance and, see divine assistance

divine right to rule of, xxxix

election of, see elections of imams

existence of, see existence/nonexistence of 

imams

legitimacy of, see under legitimacy

lineage of, see Qurashī lineage of imams

miraculous abilities of, see miraculous 

abilities of imams

moral obligations and, see under moral 

obligations

multiple, see multiple imams

necessity of, see under necessity

in need of other imams, 76–80, 111

nonexistence of, see existence/nonexistence 

of imams

as non-hereditary, 10

obedience to, 56–57

occultations of, see occultations/

concealments of imams

pledges of allegiance to, see pledges of 

allegiance

rebellion against, see rebellions

remote populations and, 38–39, 65, 73–74

removal of, see removal of imams

revealed law and, see revealed law

rights of, 146
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single, 37–38, 41

sinning by, see sins/misdeeds/crimes

see also caliphs; imamate/caliphate

immoral acts, see reprehensible acts

independent reasoning (ijtihād), xxxi–xxxiii, 

8, 14–17, 25

inerrancy, see infallibility

infallibility (¿i�ma)

of humans, 74–75, 82, 117

of imams/caliphs

al-Hārūnī on, 43, 55–61

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, l, 115–119, 129

Mu¿tazilīs on, 115–119

al-~ūsī on, 72–75

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxix, xlii, 56, 58 n. 21, 

115–119

leadership and, 102

of the military, 60–61, 116–117

of prophets, 6

The Infamies of the Esotericists (al-Ghazālī), liv

Institute of Ismaili Studies, lxi

intelligence

of electorate, 133

of imams, 35, 36, 37, 54, 113

al-Isfarāyīnī, Abū Is?āq, xl, xliii

al-Iskāf, Abū ’l-Qāsim al-Isfarāyīnī, xliii

Islam

minority schools in, lxi

see also under speci�c schools

sectarianism in, lviii

see also Islamic thought; under speci�c 

branches

Islamic thought

in general, xiv–xv

classical schools of, xxi–xxix

formative period, xv–xxi

Islam’s heartlands (bay�at al-islām), 5 n. 4

Ismā¿īl b. Ja¿far, xxxv

Isma¿īlī Shī¿is
cyclical view of time of, xxxv

esoteric readings of Quran, xxxv

on imams/caliphs

divine assistance and, xxxvi, lvi–lvii

as God’s proof, liv–lv

lineage of, xxxv

major communities of, xxxvi

see also Ibn al-Walīd; Musta¿lī ~ayyibīs; 

Musta¿līs; Nizārīs

isolated communities, 38–40

isolated reports (ā?ād), 17, 31, 118

istitār, see occultations/concealments  

of imams

Ivanow, Wladimir, liv

al-Jā?i�, 108–109, 114

al-Ja��ā�, 120

Jesus, prophet, 92

al-Jubbā¾ī, Abū ¿Alī, 108, 114

al-Jubbā¾ī, Abū Hāshim, 108, 114

judges

imams/caliphs as, 58, 144, 151–152

lawfulness of appointing two, 40

juridical analogy, 118

jurisconsult (muftī), 33 n. 8

jurisprudence (u�ūl al-�qh), 118

al-Juwaynī, ¿Abd al-Malik

in general, lix

biography of, xlii–xliii, 19

on imamate/caliphate, 20–41

in general, xlii

as authority, 21

central aim of, 35–36

examination of, and proof, 20–21

on imams/caliphs

attributes of, xlii, xliii, 29–36

autonomy, 34, 35, 36–37, 40

courage/bravery of, 32–33

disputes and, 36, 40

elections of, 24–29

knowledge, 33–35

legitimacy of, xxv, xliv

lineage of, xliv, 31–32

participants in elections of, 21–24

physical handicaps, 29–31

piety of, 35

single or multiple, 37–41

suitability of, 36–37

on independent reasoning, 25

on jurists, xliii

on radicalism, 19

works of, The Succor of Nations amidst the 

Confusion of Darkness, xliii, lxi–lxii, 19–41

al-Ka¿bī al-Balkhī, Abū ¾l-Qāsim, 108–109

Khālid b. al-Walīd, 129

Khārijīs

on dissimulation, 147

Ibā�is and, xxxvi–xxxvii
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Khārijīs (Cont.)

on imams/caliphs

dispensability of, lii, 143–144

elections of, xviii–xix

lineage of, xix, 114

on obligation to rebel against 

tyrannical, 10

procedure of removal of, lii

other Muslims and, xxxvii

rebellions of, xviii

Sunnīs on, xxiv

on unbelief, xviii, xix

khā�ir (stimuli), lv–lvi, 47–49

Khorasan, xlii

kitmān, see dissimulation

knowledge, see essential knowledge; knowledge 

of God

knowledge of God

in general, 81

divine assistance and, xxxvi, lv–lviii, 81–82, 

105–106

see also essential knowledge

kufr, see unbelief

law of just retribution (qi�ā�), 143

The Laws of Governance (Ibn al-Farrā¾), 
xli–xlii

The Laws of Governance (al-Māwardī),  

xli–xlii

laypersons, 21–22, 24, 54, 58 n. 22, 121 n. 18, 

137

legal expert (mujtahid), 33 n. 8

legal expertise

of electorate, 22–23

of imams/caliphs, xliv, 33–34, 55

legal opinions, xx, xxi

legal works, xli–xlii, xlvii

legitimacy

of consensus, 154

of Day of the Portico, xxxii, xxxvii–xxxviii

of imams/caliphs

al-Hārūnī on, xlvi

Ibā�īs on, xix, li

al-Juwaynī on, xxv, xliv

al-Warjalānī on, li

of warlords, xxv, xlv

lineage of imams, see Qurashī lineage  

of imams

lu�f, see divine assistance

ma¿ārif, see essential knowledge

Madelung, Wilfred, xi, xii–xiii

al-Mahdī, twelfth imam, xxxiii–xxxiv

Major Book on International Law (al-

Shaybānī), 120

al-Ma¾mūn, Abbasid caliph, xxii, xlii

ma�la?a (best interest), xxx, 72

al-Māturīdī, Abū Man�ūr, xxiii

al-Māwardī, xxv, xxxii–xxxiii, xliv–xlv, xv n. 7

mawlā, use of term, 16 n. 15

merits of imams

Abū Bakr’s, xxxviii

¿Alī’s, xxxiv, 136, 138

equal, 64–65, 114–115

ranking of, xliii, 7, 17

superior, xi, xliv–xlv, 11–12, 129, 152

miraculous abilities of imams, 7, 88, 90–92, 

93–94

mirrors for princes, 19

see also The Succor of Nations amidst the 

Confusion of Darkness

missions of imams (da¿wa)

vs. elections, 61–66

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, 124–125, 134

moral obligations (takālīf ¿aqliyya)

in general, xxx

divine assistance and, 83–84

human de�ciencies and, 51

human intellect and, lv

imams/caliphs and

in general, lvii

al-Hārūnī on, 46–49

al-Murta�ā on, xxix–xxx

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxxiii

nonexistence of, and, 101–103

occultations of, and, 86–90, 95–96

al-~ūsī on, xlviii, 78–79, 82, 83–84

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxxiii, xlviii, 102–103

reprehensible acts and, 102–103

Moses, prophet, 92, 151

Mu¿ādh b. Jabal, 6

Mu¿āwiya b. Abī Sufyān, Umayyad caliph

¿Alī and, xviii, xx, 126, 127

Ibn Fūrak on, 15

rule of, xiii

al-Muf īd, al-Shaykh, xxviii, xlvii, lvi

muftī (jurisconsult), 33 n. 8

Muhājirūn, xi, 45, 126, 127–128

Mu?akkimīs, xviii
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Mu?ammad, Prophet

appointment of imams by, 66, 127, 134, 

136–138

see also designation of imams

authority of, xxi–xxii

Companions of, see Companions

miraculous abilities of, 92

mission of, 143

Mu¿ādh b. Jabal and, 6

mujtahid (legal expert), 33 n. 8

multiple imams

al-Hārūnī on, 43–44, 64–66

Ibn Fūrak on, 9, 10

al-Juwaynī on, 38–40

al-~ūsī on, 72–74

munabbih (alerting agent), lvi, 46–47

Murji¾īs, xx, xxi, 134

al-Murta�ā, al-Sharīf

on imamate, xxviii–xxix, xlvii–xlviii

on imams/caliphs

designation of, xxxi

divine assistance and, xxix–xxxi, lvi

on existence/nonexistence of imams, 

99–101

reasons for occultations of, 94–95

revealed law and, xxx

social need for, lvi

al-~ūsī as student of, xlvii

works of

Convincing Guide to the Occultation, 94–95

The Curative Book, xlvi, xlvii–xlviii, 67

Provision, 99–101

Mūsā al-Kā�im b. Ja¿far, xxxv

al-Musta¿lī bi-’llāh, Fā�amid caliph, xxxvi

Musta¿lī ~ayyibīs, liii–liv

Musta¿līs, xxxvi

see also Musta¿lī ~ayyibīs

al-Mustan�ir, Fā�imid caliph, xxxvi

Mu¾ta, Battle of, 129

Mu¿tazilīs

branches of, xxvii

on Companions, xxi

on essential knowledge, 80 n. 12

on imamate/caliphate, xxvii, xlix–l, 

108–109

on imams/caliphs

on appointment by designation of, xxviii, 

134–139

divine assistance and, xxvii, lv–lvi, 

89–90, 104

election of, 124, 132–134

election of, ¿Alī, xxviii

election of, �rst four, xvii, xix–xx

election of, proper process of, 133–134

equal merit and, 115

as God’s proof, xxxiii

infallibility of, 115–119

lineage of, 114

on obligation to rebel against tyrannical, 

10

occultations of, 116

quorums for elections of, 133

revealed law and, 118

on optimum, xxx–xxxi

Twelver Shī¿īs and, xxviii

Zaydīs Shī¿īs and, xxviii, xxxiv

see also Ibn al-Malā?imī

Mu¿tazilism, lix

muwāfāt doctrine, 93–94

Nahrawān, Battle of, xiii, xviii

Najda b. ¿Āmir, 143

Na�r b. Muzā?im, 132

na��, see designation of imams

nā�iq (Speaking Agent), xxxv

na�ar, see careful examination

necessary preliminaries, 80 n. 13

necessity

of imams/imamate

al-Hārūnī on, 51–53

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 107–110, 112

Ibn al-Walīd on, 149–150

Mu¿tazilīs on, 108–109

perpetual, 149–150

rational proof for, 51–53, 68–86, 109–110

revelations and, 108–109

scriptural texts and, 112, 141–142

Twelver Shī¿īs on, 108

al-Warjalānī on, 143–147

see also social need

of prophets, 51–52

see also dispensability of imams/imamate

Neoplatonic philosophy, xxxv

Nishapur, xl, xlii

Ni�ām al-Mulk, xxiv, xliii, 19

Nizār b. al-Mustan�ir, xxxvi
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Nizārīs, xxxvi, lvi–lvii

nonexistence of imams, see existence/

nonexistence of imams

obedience

to God, xxix

to imams/caliphs, 49, 56–57, 58–59, 60

obligatory rituals, 80–81

occultations/concealments of imams

God and, 97–99

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 111

Ibn al-Walīd on, lv, 150–151

al-Murta�ā on, 94–95

Musta¿lī ~ayyibīs on, lii–liv

Mu¿tazilīs on, 116

al-~ūsī on

in general, lv

detection of immoral behavior and, 

96–97

responsibility for, all individuals, 86–95

responsibility for, enemies, 95–96

Shī¿īs’ obligations during, 96–106

threat to life and, 85–86

Twelver Shī¿īs on, xxxiii–xxxiv, 89, 97–98

see also absence of imams; dissimulation

On the Battle of the Camel (Na�r b. Muzā?im), 

132

On the Legal Verses of the Quran (al-Rāzī), 120

oppression, 76

optimum (a�la?), xxx–xxxi

partisans of hadith, see >anbalīs/partisans 

of hadith

penalties (?udūd), 5, 143

personal opinion (a�?āb al-ra¾y), xxiii

physical handicaps, 29–31

piety/religiosity

of electorate, 24

of imams/caliphs, 6–7, 33, 35, 114–115, 145

pious protest, 147

pledges of allegiance (bay¿a)

to Abū Bakr, 24–25

to Abū ¿Ubayda, 115

to ¿Alī, 126, 137

al-Ash¿arī on, 13

lack of qualities and, 62–63

rati�cation of authority and, xxvi, 26–29

removal of imams after, 131

political acumen of imams, 7, 114–115

portico meeting, see Day of the Portico

A Précis of the Doctrines of Abū ’l->asan al-

Ash¿arī (Ibn Fūrak), xl–xli, 3–18

see also Ibn Fūrak

prescription of duties beyond one’s capacity 

(taklīf mā lā yu�āq), 91, 150

A Prolegomenon to the Foundational Principles 

of Religion (al-~ūsī), xlvii

prompting, see stimuli

Prophet’s household (ahl al-bayt), xxviii

Prophet’s progeny, xxxiv

prophets/prophethood

authority of, 5

designation of imams by, 8–9

dispensability of, 4

as foundation of imamate, 4–5

infallibility of, 6

necessity of, 51–52

Provision (al-Murta�ā), 99–101

pseudo-prophets, x

qi�ā� (law of just retribution), 143

quorums

for Friday worship, 25–26

imams’ appointment and, 25–26, 133–134

Quran

esoteric readings of, xxxv

Ibā�īs on, li

penalties in, 143

reciters from Kufa, xiii, xvi, xvii

revealed law in, 141–143

see also Quranic verses

Quranic verses

2:30, 151–152, 155

2:124, 120, 121

2:125, 121

2:178, 142

2:179, 142

2:184, 146

2:205, 143

2:286, 147

3:110, 141

3:159, 34

4:41, 154

4:59, 146

4:135, 141

5:33, 142

5:38, 112, 142

5:63, 142, 153
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5:64, 143

5:67, 141

8:65, 146

8:66, 146–147

9:29, 142

9:33, 143

9:36, 142

9:122, 142

13:7, 153

17:15, 5

17:33, 142

22:39–40, 128 n. 21

24:2, 142

24:4, 142

24:63, 146

26:21, 92

28:68, 155

32:24, 142

33:46, 143

36:60–61, 121

38:22, 142

38:26, 142

57:25, 141

64:16, 146

Qurashī lineage of imams

in general, xi, xii–xiii, 125

�irār b. ¿Amr on, 31

hadiths on, 31, 114

Ibā�īs on, xix

Ibn Fūrak on, xlii, 7, 10

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 114

al-Juwaynī on, xliv, 31–32

Khārijīs on, xix, 114

Mu¿tazilīs on, 114

from speci�c clans, xxxv, 65, 114

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, 44, 65

al-Qushayrī, xl

radicalism, 19

Rā��a (in Kufa), xviii

rā��a (rejection of all non-¿Alid authorities), 

xviii

rational inquiries (na�ar)

al-Hārūnī on, 47–49

Mu¿tazilīs on, xxx, lv

Twelver Shī¿īs on, lv

al-Rāzī, Abū Bakr, 120

al-Rāziq, ¿Alī ¿Abd, lviii

rebellions

against ¿Alī, xvii, 14–15, 16 n. 14

of Khārijīs, xviii

obligation to, 10

unlawfulness of, xxiv, 9

see also civil strife/turmoil

regional leadership, 38–40

The Reliable Book of Knowledge on the 

Fundamental Principles of Religion (Ibn 

al-Malā?imī), 107

The Reliable Book on the Fundamental 

Principles of Religion (Ibn al-Malā?imī), 

xlix, 134

religio-political authority, xxiv–xxv, xxxvii, 

xxxviii–xxxix

religiosity, see piety/religiosity

remote populations, 38–39, 65, 73–74

removal of imams

grounds for, 119–124

al-Hārūnī on, 43–44

Ibā�īs on, lii, liii

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 119–124, 131–132

Khārijīs on, lii

Zaydīs on, 43–44

reprehensible acts (qabā¾i?)

detection by imam of, 96–97

imam’s help with refraining from, 74, 79, 

82–83, 102–103, 104 n. 35, 106, 110–111

see also sins/misdeeds/crimes

repugnant acts, see reprehensible acts

revealed law (takālīf shar¿iyya)

imams/caliphs and

in general, xxv–xxvi, xxx

al-Hārūnī on, 42–43, 46, 50, 51, 57

Ibn Fūrak on, 6

Ibn al-Walīd on, lvii–lviii

al-Juwaynī on, 34

al-Murta�ā on, xxx

Mu¿tazilīs on, 118

al-Tusi on, xlviii–xlix

Zaydīs on, 42–43

in Quran, 141–143

revelation (shar¿), xxx, l, lvii, 20, 108

roles of imams

in general, xxxviii–xxxix

as arbiter in disputes, 36, 40, 50–51

as divine assistance, see divine assistance

as God’s proof, see God’s proof
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roles of imams (Cont.)

to help refraining from reprehensible acts, 

74, 79, 82–83, 102–103, 104 n. 35, 106, 

110–111

as judges, 58, 144, 151–152

as safeguards against harm, 76, 109, 

128–129

as safeguards of traditions, 104–105

as successors to prophets, 5

see also God’s proof

Sa¿d b. Abī Waqqā�, 125, 133

Sa¿d b. ¿Ubāda, x

Safīna (Prophet’s freedman), 18

~ā?ib b. ¿Abbād, xlv

al-~ā?ib b. ¿Abbād, lxii, 42

Sālim b. Abī >udhayfa, 133

scholarship of imams, 33–35, 54, 114–115

Seljuks, xxiii–xxiv, xxv

al-Shā�¿ī, xxii, xxiii, 25, 119

al-Shahrastānī, Mu?ammad b. ¿Abd al-Karīm, x

shar¿ (revelation), xxx, l, lvii, 20

al-Sharīf al-Murta�ā, see al-Murta�ā, al-Sharīf

al-Shaybānī, Mu?ammad b. al->asan, 120

shī¿a, use of term, xvi–xvii

Shī¿īs
on Day of the Portico, xxxviii

on �rst four caliphs, xvii–xviii, xxxviii–

xxxix

as rā��a, xviii

views on, xxiv

see also Twelver Shī¿īs; Zaydī Shī¿īs
~i�īn, Battle of, xiii, xv, xvi, xviii

sins/misdeeds/crimes

imams committing, 43–44, 54, 58–59, 116, 

119–124

witnessess committing, 122, 123

see also reprehensible acts

slaves, 21, 22, 114

social need

for imams/caliphs

al-Hārūnī on, 44–46

al-Murta�ā on, lvi

al-~ūsī on, 69–72

Zaydī Shī¿īs on, 42–43

Speaking Agent (nā�iq), xxxv

speculation (�ann)

on need of occultations, 85–86

on religious matters, xxii–xxiii

stimuli (khā�ir), lv–lvi, 47–49

The Succor of Nations amidst the Confusion 

of Darkness (al-Juwaynī), xliii, lxi–lxii, 

19–41

see also al-Juwaynī

sultan (sul�ān), use of term, xxv

The Summa on Divine Unity and Justice (¿Abd 

al-Jabbār), xlvi, xlvii

Sunnīs

on authority of Prophet, xxi–xxii

on Companions, xxi

on Day of the Portico, xxxvii–xxxviii

on imamate/caliphate, xxv–xxvi

on imams/caliphs

Abū Bakr, xxxviii

on appointment by designation of, xxv

elections of, xxxviii

election of, �rst four, xvii–xviii, xxxix

independent reasoning in election of, 

xxxi, 16 n. 14

on non-Sunnīs, xxiv

on religio-political authority, xxiv–xxv

see also Ash¿arīs; Mu¿tazilīs

Sunnism (ahl al-sunna), xxiii

superiority of imams, xi, xliv–xlv, 11–12, 

129, 152

al-~abarī, Mu?ammad b. Jarīr, 139

taf�īl ¿Alī doctrine, xvii

ta?kīm (arbitration), xviii, 14–15

taklīf mā lā yu�āq (prescription of duties 

beyond one’s capacity), 91, 150

~al?a b. ¿Ubayd Allāh, 8 n. 6, 13 n. 12, 15, 18, 

45, 125–126, 133

al-~ālibī, ¿Ammār, li

ta¿līm (direct instruction), lvii

taqiyya, see dissimulation

al-~ayyib, liii

~ayyibīs, xxxvi

The Theoretical Underpinning of the Imamate 

(al-Hārūnī), xlv–xlvi, lix, lxii, 42–66

see also al-Hārūnī, al-Nā�iq bi-’l->aqq Abū 

~ālib

~oghril Beg, Seljuk sultan, xxiii

turmoil, see civil strife/turmoil

al-~ūsī, Mu?ammad b. al->asan

in general, lix–lx

biography of, xlvi–xlvii, 67

on essential knowledge, 80–81, 105–106
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on imamate, xxviii–xxix, xlviii–xlix, 68–86

on imams/caliphs

absence of, 70, 82–85

civil strife after appointment of, 71–72

coercion and, 79

divine assistance and, xxix–xxx, xlviii–

xlix, lix–lx, 69–70, 74–75, 76–79, 

81–84, 103–104, 105

existence/nonexistence of, 85, 97–100

as God’s proof, xlviii, 101

to help refraining from reprehensible 

acts, 74, 79, 82–83, 102–103, 104 n. 35, 

106, 110–111

infallibility of, 72–75

miraculous abilities of, 88, 90–92, 93–94

moral obligations and, xlviii, 78–79, 82, 

83–84

multiple candidates, 72–74

in need of other imams, 76–80

occultations of, see under occultations/

concealments of imams

as safeguards of traditions, 104–105

social need for, 69–72

on obligatory rituals, 80–81

works of

The Curative Book on the Imamate: A 

Paraphrastic Rendering, xlviii–xlix, 

67–106

legal, xlvii

A Prolegomenon to the Foundational 

Principles of Religion, xlvii

Twelver Shī¿īs
on imamate/caliphate, xxviii, xlii, lx, 108

on imams/caliphs

designation of, xxix, xxxi, 126–128, 130, 

136–138

divine assistance and, xxix–xxxi, xlviii, 

lvi, 104 n. 34, 110

election of, 130–131, 132

as God’s proof, xxxiii, xxxix, xlviii, xlix, 

liv, lvii

infallibility of, xxix, xlii, 56, 58. n. 21, 

115–119

moral obligations and, xxxiii, xlvii, 102–103

occultations of, xxxiii–xxxiv, 89, 97–98

wordly a�airs and, 112

Mu¿tazilīs and, xxviii

on unbelief, 93–94

see also Imāmī Shī¿īs; al-~ūsī

¿Umar b. al-Kha��āb, caliph

allegiance to Abū Bakr of, 26–27,  

28–29

Day of the Council and, 115, 125–126,  

144

Day of the Portico and, 125

election of

in general, xii, 45

Ibā�īs on, xix, li

Ibn Fūrak on, 12

Khārijīs on, xix

Rā��a on, xviii

Umayyads on, xvi

¿Uthmānīs on, xv

umarā¾/amīr, use of term, 56 n. 16

Umayyads

on divine right of caliphs, xxxix

feud with Hashimids, xiii

Khārijīs’ insurrections against, xviii

rule of, xiii–xiv, lii

on successors of Prophet, xvi

unbelief (kufr)

Ibn Fūrak on, 18

independent reasoning and, 15–16

Khārijīs on, xviii, xix

occultations of imams and, 92–94

Twelver Shī¿īs on, 93–94

unlawful union (al-farj al-?arām), 117

Usayd b. >u�ayr, 133

u�ūl al-�qh (jurisprudence), 118

¿Uthmān b. ¿A�ān, caliph

Day of the Council and, 125

election of

in general, xii, 45

Ibā�īs on, xix, li

Ibn Fūrak on, 12–13

Ibn al-Malā?imī on, 125–126

Khārijīs on, xix

Rā��a on, xviii

Umayyads on, xvi

¿Uthmānīs on, xv–xvi

killing of, xviii, 12–13

rehabilitation of, xviii

¿Uthmānīs, xv–xvi, xxv n. 19

Warjalān (Ouargla), li

al-Warjalānī, Abū ¿Ammār ¿Abd al-Kāf ī b. 

Yūsuf al-Tanāwatī

in general, lx
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