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       FEMALE FRIENDS AND THE MAKING OF 

TRANSATLANTIC QUAKERISM, 1650– 1750 

 Quaker women were unusually active participants in seventeenth-  and 
eighteenth- century cultural and religious exchange, as ministers, missionar-
ies, authors, and spiritual leaders. Drawing upon documentary evidence, 
with a focus on women’s personal writings and correspondence, Naomi 
Pullin explores the lives and social interactions of Quaker women in the 
British Atlantic between 1650 and 1750. Through a comparative methodol-
ogy, focused on Britain and the North American colonies, Pullin examines 
the experiences of both those women who travelled and preached and those 
who stayed at home. The book approaches the study of gender and religion 
from a new perspective by placing women’s roles, relationships, and identi-
ties at the centre of the analysis. It shows how the movement’s transition 
from ‘sect to church’ enhanced the authority and inl uence of women within 
the movement and uncovers the multifaceted ways in which female Friends 
at all levels of the Society were active participants in making and sustaining 
transatlantic Quakerism. 

  Naomi Pullin  is a Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellow at the University 
of Cambridge and Research Associate at St John’s College.   

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ii

    Cambridge Studies in Early Modern British History   

   Series Editors 

  JOHN MORRILL  
  Emeritus Professor of British and Irish History, University of Cambridge, 

and Fellow of Selwyn College  

  MICHAEL BRADDICK  
  Professor of History, University of Shefi eld  

  ETHAN SHAGAN  
  Professor of History, University of California, Berkeley  

  ALEXANDRA SHEPARD  
  Professor of Gender History, University of Glasgow  

  ALEXANDRA WALSHAM  
  Professor of Modern History, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of 

Trinity College   

 This is a series of monographs and studies covering many aspects of 
the history of the British Isles between the late i fteenth century and the 
early eighteenth century. It includes the work of established scholars and 
pioneering work by a new generation of scholars. It includes both reviews 
and revisions of major topics and books which open up new historical 
terrain or which reveal startling new perspectives on familiar subjects. All 
the volumes set detailed research within broader perspectives, and the books 
are intended for the use of students as well as of their teachers. 

  For a list of titles in the series go to  
 www.cambridge.org/ earlymodernbritishhistory    

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

iii

   FEMALE FRIENDS 

AND THE MAKING 

OF TRANSATLANTIC 

QUAKERISM, 1650– 1750 

 NAOMI PULLIN 
 University of Cambridge        

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

iv

  University Printing House, Cambridge  CB 2 8 BS , United Kingdom  

  One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York,  NY  10006,  USA   

  477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia  

  314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, 
New Delhi – 110025, India  

  79 Anson Road, #06- 04/ 06, Singapore 079906   

   Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.   

   It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.   

    www.cambridge.org   
  Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/ 9781316510230   

  DOI:  10.1017/ 9781108225069    

   © Naomi Pullin 2018   

 This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

   First published 2018   

   Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, Ltd.   

    A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.    

    Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data   
  Names: Pullin, Naomi, 1987– author.  

  Title: Female friends and the making of transatlantic quakerism, 1650–1750 / 
Naomi Pullin, University of Cambridge.  

  Description: New York: Cambridge University Press, 2018. | 
Series: Cambridge studies in early modern British history | 

Includes bibliographical references and index.  
  Identii ers: LCCN 2017053513 |  ISBN  9781316510230 (hardback)  
  Subjects: LCSH: Quaker women – History. | Female friendship – 

Religious aspects – Christianity. | Society of Friends – History.  
  Classii cation: LCC  BX 7748. W 64  P 85 2018 | DDC 289.6082–dc23  

  LC record available at  https://lccn.loc.gov/2017053513    

    ISBN  978-1-316-51023-0 Hardback   

 Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  URL s 
for external or third- party internet websites referred to in this publication and does not 
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.   

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

v

   For Jason   

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

vi

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

vii

vii

   CONTENTS  

  List of Figures and Tables   page   viii  
  Acknowledgements     xi  
  Note to the Reader     xiii  
  List of Abbreviations     xv  

   Introduction     1  

  1     Spiritual Housewives and Mothers in Israel: Quaker 
Domestic Relationships     33  

  2     ‘A Government of Women’: Authority and Community 
within the Quaker Women’s Meetings     93  

  3     ‘United by This Holy Cement’: The Constructions, 
Practices, and Experiences of Female Friendship     152  

  4     ‘In the World, but Not of It’: Quaker Women’s 
Interactions with the Non- Quaker World     200  

   Conclusion: Quakerism Reconsidered     252  

  Appendix 1     Male and Female Friends Ministering in Ireland     263  
  Appendix 2     Tasks Undertaken by the Women’s and 

Men’s Monthly Meetings     264  
  Appendix 3     A Recurring Network of Gossips     267  
  Appendix 4     Ecclesiastical Licensed Midwives at Quaker 

Births, 1680– 1690     269  
  Bibliography     271  
  Index     293   

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii

viii

   FIGURES AND TABLES    

   Figures  

  1.1     Page containing a recipe ‘to make a Good salve’ from 
the almanac Mary Weston carried on her travels in 
Pennsylvania in 1751. © Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) in Britain. LRSF MS Box 6_ 18   page   63  

  2.1     Chester Meeting House. © Haverford College 
Quaker and Special Collections (Haverford, PA). 
Identii er HC12- 15707     106  

  4.1      The Quakers Meeting , engraved by Marcel Lauron 
after Egbert van Heemskerck I, c. 1640– 1680. 
© Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain. 
LRSF 88_ AXL70     209  

  4.2      A Quaker , attributed to Richard Gaywood, 
c. 1665– 1675. © Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) in Britain. LRSF Q1     213  

  4.3      Thomas Venner , Anon., c. 1662. © Religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers) in Britain. LRSF 80_ N128     215   

   Tables  

  2.1     Items of Business in the Women’s and Men’s Meetings 
of Chester, Burlington, Marsden, and Kendal, 
1700– 1705     109  

  2.2     Items of Business in the Women’s and Men’s 
Meetings of Chester, Burlington, Fairfax, Marsden, 
Kendal, and Tipperary, 1745– 1750     111  

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures and Tables ix

ix

  2.3     Family Connections between Chester, Burlington, 
Fairfax, Marsden, Kendal, and Tipperary Men’s and 
Women’s Meetings, 1700– 1705 and 1745– 1750     143  

  A1.1     Proportion of Male and Female Ministers Who 
Visited Ireland between 1655 and 1750     263  

  A4.1     Midwives Attendant at Quaker Women’s Births 
between 1680 and 1690, as Recorded in the 
London and Middlesex Birth Notes     269    

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xi

xi

  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   

 This book has benei tted from the input of so many people and I  am 
immensely grateful to them all. The initial research for this book was under-
taken for my doctorate at the University of Warwick, which was supported 
by a Warwick Postgraduate Research Scholarship. As a PhD student, I was 
fortunate to have worked with two inspiring and generous scholars, Mark 
Knights and Bernard Capp. Both have been constant sources of inspiration 
and have been fundamental in challenging the direction and scope of my 
work, which has taken me in directions I  would never have anticipated. 
I could not have wished for two better role models. 

 The research for this project would not have been possible without i nan-
cial assistance from various sources. My thanks go to the Royal Historical 
Society, Economic History Society, Newberry Center for the Renaissance 
Studies, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, University of Warwick Humanities 
Research Fund, University of Warwick American Study and Student 
Exchange Committee, Higgs and Cooper Educational Charity, and Callum 
McDonald Memorial. As a postdoctoral researcher, the Queen Mary Centre 
for Eighteenth Century Studies and British Society for Eighteenth Century 
Studies awarded me an Early Career Visiting Fellowship and the John 
Brockway Foundation awarded me a fellowship to conduct research at the 
Huntington Library, California. 

 I have been privileged to gain access to some of the most important 
archival collections of Quaker history and would like to express my special 
thanks to the hardworking and knowledgeable archivists and librarians at 
the Library of the Religious Society of Friends, London; Haverford College 
Quaker and Special Collections; Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore; 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania and Library Company of Philadelphia; 
and the Huntington Library. 

 My research has benei tted greatly from discussions with a number of 
researchers, and I have been incredibly fortunate to work alongside so many 

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgementsxii

xii

intelligent and thoughtful people on both sides of the Atlantic. I  would 
especially like to thank my thesis examiners Alexandra Walsham and Gabriel 
Glickman for their helpful suggestions on the revision of the text. Alexandra 
Walsham in particular encouraged me to publish, and I remain indebted to 
her generosity, enthusiasm, and support. I am also grateful to a number of 
other historians and friends who have shown an interest in my work, and 
have offered helpful comments at various stages: Elizabeth Bouldin, Jennifer 
Crane, Rebecca Earle, Catie Gill, Kathryn Gleadle, Amanda Herbert, Steve 
Hindle, David Hitchcock, Grace Huxford, Erin Maglaque, Peter Marshall, 
John Morgan, Jan Machielsen, Hannah Murphy, Mark Philp, Lyndal Roper, 
Tessa Whitehouse, and Kathryn Woods. 

 The preparation of this book for publication was undertaken whilst at the 
University of Warwick and the University of Oxford. At both institutions, 
I benei tted from friendship and collegiality at a difi cult stage in my career. 
I was employed on an eighteen- month contract as a Teaching Fellow at the 
University of Warwick. Had this been a shorter contract, I would not have 
been in a position to rewrite chapters of this book over the 2016 summer 
vacation. 

 During my i rst research trip to Pennsylvania, I  was fortunate to have 
received the hospitality and support of the International Police Association. 
I am particularly thankful to Mary Ciacco, and the other members of my 
American host- family, who made my i rst research experience abroad so 
thoroughly enjoyable. The American focus of my thesis is greatly indebted 
to their kindness, generosity, and good spirits. 

 I am extremely grateful to my parents, Tim and Andrea Wood, for their 
loving encouragement. Their kindness, understanding, and belief in me have 
sustained me through many difi cult times. For this and for much more, I am 
truly thankful. I also extend my gratitude to the rest of my family and my 
extended family, especially Joe Wood, Sheila and Bernard Pullin, Dave and 
Sue Hurran, and Andrea, Carol, and Phil Preedy. 

 I would i nally like to thank my husband Jason, who I mention last but 
is always put i rst. This monograph would not have been possible without 
his good humour, love, generosity, and patience. His unwavering support 
as well as constant encouragement have been much more than I could have 
asked for, and whilst the gesture by no means repays the debt, this book is 
dedicated to him.  

www.cambridge.org/9781316510230
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-51023-0 — Female Friends and the Making of Transatlantic Quakerism, 1650–1750
Naomi Pullin 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiii

xiii

    NOTE TO THE READER   

  The Quakers were a highly literate community, but their spelling and syntax 
were often inconsistent. As far as possible, all quotations from contempo-
rary manuscript and printed works retain original punctuation, italicisation, 
capitalisation, and spelling. Although I have endeavoured to keep all quo-
tations as near as possible to the original manuscript and printed sources, 
most abbreviations have been silently expanded. This includes the ‘&’ sym-
bol, aside from its function as ‘&c’. The use of ‘u’ and ‘v’, ‘i’ and ‘j’, and 
‘ye’ and ‘yat’ have been replaced with their modern alternatives. Any other 
alterations to the text have been presented in brackets. 

 Quakers called March ‘1st month’, April ‘2[n] d month’, and so forth. The 
Quaker system of dating has therefore been altered to conform to modern 
practice, whereby 1st month becomes March for all items preceding the 
change to the Gregorian calendar in 1752. All years have been taken to 
begin on 1 January, so an item bearing the date ‘11 12mo 1666’, has been 
transcribed as ‘11 February 1667’. Any reference made to 1st month after 
the calendar change in 1752, is presumed to mean January. 

 ‘Public Friend’ was the formal name given to an individual, whether male 
or female, who was authorised by the movement to preach in other Meetings 
and to non- Quaker audiences. I also use the terms ‘ministers’, ‘missionaries’, 
and ‘preachers’ to denote individuals who travelled to speak about their 
faith and religious convictions. 

 Quaker Meetings reserved the title ‘Elder’ for those appointed to attend 
the select Meetings for Ministers and Elders, which had monthly, quarterly, 
and yearly components. However, in this study, the term will be applied 
more loosely to refer to any Meeting ofi cial who provided spiritual and 
moral guidance to the rest of the congregation.   
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