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Based on sweeping research in six languages, Black Resettlement and
the American Civil War offers the first comprehensive, comparative
account of nineteenth-century America’s greatest road not taken: the
mass resettlement of African Americans outside the United States.
Building on resurgent scholarly interest in the so-called colonization
movement, the book goes beyond tired debates about colonization’s
place in the contest over slavery, and beyond the familiar black destin-
ations of Liberia, Canada, and Haiti. Striding effortlessly from
Pittsburgh to Panama, Toronto to Trinidad, and Lagos to Louisiana,
it synthesizes a wealth of individual, state-level, and national consider-
ations to reorient the field and set a new standard for Atlantic history.
Along the way, it shows that what haunted politicians from Thomas
Jefferson to Abraham Lincoln was not whether it was right to abolish
slavery, but whether it was safe to do so unless the races were separated.

Sebastian N. Page is a historian of the United States and Atlantic world
during the nineteenth century. He is the co-author of Colonization after
Emancipation: Lincoln and the Movement for Black Resettlement.
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For the most part, this book uses “African American” and “black”
interchangeably, though it is more precise whenever it (also) refers to
the black populations of places other than the United States. Furthermore,
it features both “freepeople” and “freedpeople”: the former were those
African Americans who had been free for a long time, perhaps their entire
lives, while the latter were those freed recently, even prospectively (such as
by the Emancipation Proclamation or by colonizationist slaveholders who
stipulated slaves’ emigration as the price of their freedom).

As befits a book that focuses on foreign countries as much as on the
United States, it uses both “immigration” and “emigration,” depending
on whether the sense is more one of people arriving or leaving. If both
directions are pertinent, then it uses the neutral “migration.” The names
and spellings of polities are the common English forms of the day, but
“Hayti” is “Haiti” because of its sheer recurrence, while “Santo
Domingo” is “the Dominican Republic” wherever it does not refer to
the restored Spanish colony of 1861-5.
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For personal papers, footnotes normally cite the item, the name of the
collection, and the archive. The reader should assume that such collec-
tions, whether available on microfilm, online, or as only the original
manuscripts, are easily navigated with a finding aid or the obvious search
terms, and that the item comes under the main series of correspondence

unless stated otherwise. For personal papers arranged in a more complex
manner, and for institutional records, footnotes offer more detail.

ACS American Colonization Society Records, LC

AL Abraham Lincoln Papers, LC

AR African Repository

BF Blair Family Papers, LC

BL Blair and Lee Family Papers, Princeton University

CG Congressional Globe

CO123/456  Colonial Office Records, series 123, book 456 (example)

CWAL Roy P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln (New Brunswick, NJ, 1953-5)

EDP Frederick Douglass’ Paper

FO123/456  Foreign Office Records, series 123, book 456 (example)

HCPP 1812  House of Commons Parliamentary Paper, session of

(34) 1812, paper 34 (example)

LC Library of Congress

NARA National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC

NARA II National Archives and Records Administration, College

Park, MD

xvil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781316506707
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-316-50670-7 — Black Resettlement and the American Civil War

Sebastian N. Page
Frontmatter
More Information

XViil

NYPL

PRFA

RG12/34/56

RG12/M34/
56

RG12/T34/
56

TNA

WAA

WHS

List of Abbreviations

New York Public Library

Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs

Record Group 12, entry 34, box or book 56 (example)

Record Group 12, microfilm series 34, reel 56 (example,
“M” publication)

Record Group 12, microfilm series 34, reel 56 (example,
“T” publication)

The National Archives, Kew, United Kingdom

Weekly Anglo-African

William Henry Seward Papers, University of Rochester
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