
Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Index

absolute idealism, 74, 79, 84, 97
activism (social and political)
and despair, 172
and James, 23, 32–33, 191–193
and the state, 169
and the strenuous mood, 33, 202
democratic individualism as, 11, 168, 224
of public intellectuals and educators, 24, 192
religion as motivation for, 3, 11, 18, 96, 196–197,

206, 214–217
without religion, 197, 214–217

Addams, Jane, 109, 123
African Americans, 33–35, 38, 187–188, 208
agency
and fatalism, 194
and gender, 163
and God, 206–207
and meliorism, 168
and religion, 196–197
and the strenuous mood, 11
as undermined by pessimism and optimism,

10, 157
in democratic individualism, 182, 195, 221, 224
limits of, 47
secular motivation for, 222–223

Aikin, Scott F., 114–116
Albrecht, James M., 17, 41, 42
anarchism
and James’s politics, 24–25
James’s views on, 11, 75, 138, 213

Anderson, Elizabeth, 17, 99
Andolsen, Barbara Hilkert, 201–202, 203
answerability, 49
anti-imperialism. See also the Philippines
and James’s politics, 31–32, 192
and sensitivity to strangers, 142
of mugwumps, 28

Anti-Imperialist League, 32
anti-imperialist movement, 32
anti-institutionalism, 28, 41, 42
associationism, 65–69

authoritarianism
and epistemic authority, 45, 105, 126
and morality, 98
in contemporary politics, 218, 219
in religion, 8, 11, 13, 14, 126
in social movements, 172
of heroes, 175

Baier, Annette, 100
Baker, Ella, 189–190
Baldwin, James, 160
Beisner, Robert L., 31
Bellah, Robert N., 26–28
Bentham, Jeremy, 68
block-universe, 32, 95
Brown, Wendy, 18, 44, 46, 134–135, 136, 161–166,

168–171, 215
Bushnell, Horace, 36–38
Butler, Judith, 136, 151

Calkins, Mary Whiton, 36
Calvinism, 156
Campbell, James, 23
Carlyle, Thomas, 175–177, 186, 187, 190
Carrette, Jeremy R., 24–27, 156
casuistic scale, 71, 74, 78, 79, 89, 95
Cicero, Marcus Tullius, 27
citizens
and leaders, 189
and social change, 173–178
commitment to efficacy for, 48
cultivation of democratic habits in, 4, 27
education of, 183–184
liberal conception of, 162

civic virtues, 4, 27, 40, 141, 145, 174, 224
civil religion, 26–28
civil rights movement, 187
Civil War, 1, 26, 34, 35, 178
Clifford, William Kingdon, 113
coherence (epistemic), 7, 14, 49, 53, 54–55,

106, 107

232

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Coles, Romand, 135, 136, 151
collective responsibility, 8

for truth, 50–62
responsibilization as denial of, 46

colonialism, 98
common sense, 14, 50, 125, 205, 210
communion, 210–211
communitarianism

and anarchism, 24
and James’s politics, 25–27

conformity
as evil, 7, 8, 168, 224
as humans’ default state, 4
as opposed to responsibility, 45, 171, 174
institutional, 4
political, ix, 1, 4, 169, 170
religious, 14

Connolly, William E., 38–41, 135,
136, 151

conversion, 212–213
Coon, Deborah T., 24–26
corruption, 1, 4, 21, 28, 218
Cotkin, George, 24, 31
creativity

as a political ideal, 41, 128, 129, 183
in James’s moral theory, 94

Darwall, Stephen L., 17, 99–100
Darwinism, 75, 82, 94, 109, 177–178
demand satisfaction, 71, 77–80, 82–83, 84, 87,

98–100, 138–139
as the essence of goodness, 87

demands, 69–70, 103, 138–139, 141–143
versus desires, 77–78, 80, 83, 98–99

democracy
and pluralism, 9
and radical democratic theory, 30–31
and the state, 165
as “still upon its trial” (James), 21, 224
as an “American religion” (James), 26
in the U.S. (nineteenth century), 1
in the U.S. (contemporary), 21, 135,
218–219, 223

outside the state, 165
democratic individualism

and James’s moral theory, 103
cultivation of, 174
overview of, 41–43
tenets of, 5

desire satisfaction, 77–78, 79–80, 83, 86
determinism, 28, 32, 38
Dewey, John, 42, 54, 109, 123, 205–208
difference

agonistic respect for, 40, 151
as a negative value (liberalism), 18, 134, 136

as a positive value (James), 2, 3, 18, 132, 137, 150,
159, 168, 181

between individuals as “very little” but “very
important”, 5, 42, 166

dignity, 6, 62, 108
“Dilemma of Determinism” (James), 95, 97
divinity. See also God
in James’s definition of religion, 12
universal consciousness and the “divine

mind”, 79
docility, 1, 3, 4, 8, 168, 169
dogmatism, 123
domination, 27
Douglass, Frederick, 160
Du Bois, W.E.B., 34–35
economic inequality, 1, 94, 157, 218
ecstasy, 147, 148, 151
educational institutions, 24
and meliorism, 156
and the cultivation of democratic

individualism, 174, 179–184, 185, 223–224
sexism in, 35, 189

Edwards, Erica R., 187–188, 189
efficacy, 47–48
egoism, 5, 9
Eliot, George, 156
elites, 1, 45, 142, 187, 188, 218
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 42, 150, 160, 171, 175,

176–177, 182, 186
Enlightenment, 109
epistemic authority, 6–7, 13, 105, 108, 126
epistemology
and collective responsibility, 8
and individual responsibility, 108
and objectivity, 8
and ordinary truths, 49, 50
and religious belief, 121, 123
and scientific inquiry, 50
and socialization, 106
epistemic authority, 6–7
James’s theory of truth, 50–52, 54–57, 59–62
knowledge as inherited, 5
verification and verifiability in, 55–57, 59–60

ethical republic, 70, 110, 121, 142
evidentialism, 113, 117, 121
evil, 76, 208
evolution, 65–67, 93
excellence, 182–184

fallibilism, 40, 72, 98, 123, 128, 141
femininity, 36, 98, 105
feminism
and James, 36–38
critique of individualism, 153–154, 162–166

Index 233

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Ferguson, Kennan, 38–41
Fisher, Philip, 150
Flathman, Richard E., 41–42
Franzese, Sergio, 96
free will, 28, 42, 157
freedom, 13, 16, 41, 51, 68, 71, 92, 94, 131, 133, 153,

157, 158, 160, 162, 166, 171, 219

Gale, Richard M., 76–78, 203
Garrison, George R., 23, 32–35, 155, 191
gender and inequality
in James’s work, 74, 110, 166, 203
in particular notions of individualism, 105, 154,

162–166

in the valorization of self-sacrifice, 201
in U.S. political culture, 218
in universalistic moral theories, 98

gilded age, 1, 23
Glaude, Jr., Eddie S., 187, 189, 194, 208
God, 8, 63, 64, 70, See also divinity
and moral objectivity, 65, 95–97
and the strenuous mood, 96
critical scrutiny of, 124–125
in civil religion, 26
in James’s moral theory, 64, 74, 76, 89, 121
in James’s humanistic religion, 204–209

Grant, Ulysses S., 178
“Great Men and Their Environment” (James),

18, 174, 177–179, 183, 185, 193
great men, 173–178
and impersonal social forces, 193–195

Greatest Happiness Principle, 68, See also
utilitarianism

Green, Thomas Hill, 68, 79–84, 86, 96,
97, 138

happiness, 11, 68, 71, 77, 79, 83, 85–87, 100, 112,
199, 200

Harvard University, 1, 34, 36, 179, 181
hero worship, 175, 176, 186–187, 194
heroes, 173–178
heroism, 185
higher education. See educational institutions
Hudson, William Henry, 150
human flourishing, 120, 123, 127, 131, 205, 219,

220, 222

ideals, 71–74, 76, 78–79, 81, 82, 88–89, 91, 97, 103,
125, 128, 129–130, 132, 137–139, 142, 143, 146,
158–159, 183, 185, 186, 194, 199, 202, 206, 216,
220, 221–222

Ignatius of Loyola, 211
imperialism. See also anti-imperialism
tolerance as ideological justification for, 135
U.S. in the Philippines (1899–1902), 1, 9, 31

“Importance of Individuals” (James), 166,
174, 177

individual responsibility
and religion, 13–14, 201
for moral conduct, 126–129
for ordinary beliefs, 104–108
for religious and moral beliefs, 108–113
for religious conduct, 130–131
in contemporary political discourse

(right-wing), 44–45, 104, 219
resources (material, economic, educational)

required for, 5, 10, 45, 46, 104, 129
individualism
and communitarianism, 25
and James’s politics, 41–43
and pluralism, 2
as antithetical to collective social change,

154, 173
as pluralism, 132
as sexist and classist ideology, 153–154, 162–166
critiques of James’s, 33
definition of, 3
gender stereotypes in particular notions of, 105
in James’s philosophy, 2, 172
right-wing versus democratic, 220
social-justice criticisms of, 153–154
versus self-sufficiency, atomism, egoism,

libertarianism, 5
institutions. See also educational institutions,

religious institutions, political institutions
“good systems” as “individualistic”, 23, 174,

179, 223
and anarchism, 24
and epistemic authority, 126
and social change, 154–156

intellectual consistency. See coherence
(epistemic)

intellectual nature, 117
intuitionism, 65
Iraq War, 135
“Is Life Worth Living?” (James), 110, 111, 216, 221

James, Alice Howe Gibbens, 37
James, William. See also specific works
and anarchism, 24–25
and anti-imperialism, 31–32
and civic republicanism, 27
and communitarianism, 25–27
and feminism, 36–38
and individualism, 41–43
and liberalism, 28–30, 40
and pluralism, 38–41
and quietism, 22–24, 41
and radical democratic theory, 30
and reform, 23, 32–38

234 Index

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

and republicanism, 27–28
and utilitarianism, 64, 76–87
and voluntarism, 31, 42
apolitical readings of, ix, 12, 22, 23, 126, 224
as a mugwump, 27, 32
as activist, public intellectual, educator, 20–21,
24, 32–33

as both liberal and republican, 30
career and influence of, 1
depression and suicidal ideation of, 110
elitism of, 184–186
gender stereotypes used by, 35, 110, 203
lifestyle of, 33
moral theory of, 63–64, 98–99, 103
nation- and state-mindedness of, 25
on African Americans, 33–35
on liberty and law, 30
on the U.S. in the Philippines, 1, 9
on women, 33, 166
personal writings (correspondence and notes)
of, 7, 9, 19–21, 24, 25, 28, 32, 33, 35, 37, 65, 82,
83, 85, 86, 87, 93, 155, 173, 179, 181, 192, 193

philosophy of language of, 52–54, 58–59, 61
philosophy of religion of, 2–3, 7, 120–121, 126,
130–131, 197–204

politicization of, 24
silence on Native Americans, 34, 38
theory of meaning, 52–54, 61–62
theory of truth, 50–52, 54–57, 59–62

Janet, Pierre, 212
Jantzen, Grace M., 12, 15, 23
Jefferies, Richard, 150
Jefferson, Thomas, 27
Johnston, Mark, 56
judicial torture, 91

Kant, Immanuel, 105
Kateb, George, 27, 159–161, 170–172
Kittelstrom, Amy, 28
Kloppenberg, James T., 23
Koopman, Colin, 17, 41

leadership, 173–178, 183–184, 185, 186–191,
193, 194

liberalism
and James’s politics, 28–30, 40
and pluralism, 40
and republicanism, 28–30
concept of tolerance in, 133
on liberty and law, 29–30, 161
varieties of, 30

libertarianism, 2, 5, 30, 46, 158
liberty, 27–32
lifestyle liberals, 173, 188, 191
Lindbeck, George A., 125

linguistics
James’s philosophy of language, 52–54,

58–59, 61
James’s theory of meaning, 52–54, 61–62

listening, 8, 18, 40, 135, 152, 170
Livingston, Alexander, 31

Machiavelli, Niccolò, 27
MacIntyre, Alasdair, 17, 26, 101–102
MacKaye, James Medberry, 85–86
Madden, Edward H., 23, 32–35, 155, 191
Madison, James, 27
Malachuk, Daniel S., 27
Marx, Karl, 222
masculinity, 98, 105, 189
mass democracy, 21, 48, 172
Meaning of Truth (James), 50, 51
meliorism
and religion, 12, 201
and the supernatural, 205–206
as pragmatism’s social commitment, 156–161
as tenet of democratic individualism, 9–10, 221
definition of, 155
versus optimism and pessimism, 10, 157, 172,

205, 207
methodology
approach to James’s texts, public and personal,

19–21

historical and rational reconstruction, 19
Mill, John Stuart, 35–38, 68, 85, 133–134, 178, 193
Miller, Joshua, 30–31, 36–37
monism, 28, 157
“Moral Equivalent ofWar” (James), 25, 157, 169, 191
moral holiday, 202–203
moral inquiry, 101
moral objectivity, 65, 71, 73, 100
in the Historical Account, 88–94
in the Theological Account, 95–97
universalistic (religious, metaphysical, or

anthropological) accounts of, 101
“Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life” (James),

10–11, 17–18, 63–65, 76, 79, 83, 87, 88,
96–97, 110, 142, 157, 194, 196, 198, 199

overview of, 65–76
moral philosopher, 73, 74, 88, 95–97, 101
moral psychology, 65–69
morality
adjudication of competing demands in

(the “casuistic” question), 70–76
and gender stereotypes, 98
nineteenth-century intellectual debates on, 64,

65, 68
and pluralism, 67
and the problem of relativism, 70–71
and the strenuous mood, 10–11

Index 235

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

morality (cont.)
and universalistic ideologies, 98
as personal, social, and political, 74–75
biological accounts of, 90
environmental and animal ethics, 70, 98
ethics compared to physics, 71, 79
evolutionary biology of the brain and moral

progress, 66, 67
goods and demands in, 75
human responsibility for, 63–64, 65
individual responsibility for, 129
legitimacy of (the “metaphysical question”),

69–70

nihilistic threat to (from naturalism and
secular philosophy), 108–113

obligations and claims in, 100
psychological origins of (the “psychological

question”), 65–69
relationship between goods, 81
religious, metaphysical, anthropological

theories of, 97–98
secular account of, 121
the Historical Account in James’s moral

theory, 72–74
the right to believe in, 119
the Theological Account of James’s moral

theory, 74
theological, metaphysical, scientific accounts

of, 63–64, 93, 119
motivation, 10
in moral and political action, 75
religious experience as, 209–213

mugwumps, 27, 32
Mumford, Lewis, 23
Myers, Frederic, 212
mysticism, 15, 147–152, 211–212, 223

Native Americans, 34, 38, 218
naturalism, 109–113
Neel, Alice, 223
neoliberalism, 44, 223
neurobiology, 66
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 42, 199
nihilism, 109–113, 222
non-complicity, 160
non-domination, 27, 28, 32, 94, 142
Nussbaum, Martha C., 18, 163–166, 169

“On a Certain Blindness in Human Beings”
(James), 6, 9, 15, 18, 144, 148, 211

optimism, 10, 111, 157, 172, 205, 207
Otto, M.C., 23, 154

partisanship, 28
Pascal, Blaise, 119

passional nature. See willing nature
Peirce, Charles Sanders, 35, 109, 126
Peirce, Zina, 35
perfectionism, 86, 127, 129
Perry, Ralph Barton, 28, 31–33
pessimism, 10, 157, 172, 205
Pettit, Philip, 29–30
“Philippine Tangle” (James), 192
“Ph.D. Octopus” (James), 185
pluralism, 9
and individualism, 2
and James’s moral theory, 67, 71, 87, 103
and James’s politics, 38–41
and the politics of exchange and negotiation,

136–140

and the problem of tolerance, 132
as individualism, 132
overview/types of, 38–41

Pluralistic Universe (James), 25, 97
political institutions
and the cultivation of agency, 182
James’s endorsements of, 25
of mass democracy, 172
the state, 6, 161–162, 163, 165, 169–170

political virtues. See civic virtues
poverty, 1, 157
as evil, 4

“Powers of Men” (James), 36
pragmatism, 8, 41
and utilitarianism, 85
as a theory of meaning (James), 52
critique of, 23
fallibilism as central feature of, 40, 123
meliorism as social commitment of, 156–161

Pragmatism (James), 50, 54, 85, 106, 108, 124, 157,
203, 205, 206, 208, 221

Principles of Psychology (James), 17, 36, 73, 129,
167–168, 179

progress
moral, 67, 128, 129
social, 137, 141, 157, 158, 184

Protestantism, 130
public intellectuals, 4, 18, 20–21, 24, 33, 193
and meliorism, 156
as heroes and leaders, 174

quietism
and James’s politics, 22–24, 41

race and inequality. See also African Americans
economics of, 45
in U.S. political culture, 218
lynching, 1, 25, 33, 34, 209
status of African Americans, 35
white supremacy, 1, 82

236 Index

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Ransby, Barbara, 189–190
Rawls, John, 167
reason, 72

as an intellectual virtue, 224
as basis for certain moral theories, 98
as stereotypically masculine ideal, 98
as test for religious belief, 124, 139–140
in adjudication of moral conflict, 73, 93,
99–100, 101–102, 140–141

receptivity, 9, 135, 148, 203, 212, 223
reform, 23, 32–38
relativism, 90–91

and James’s moral theory, 71
religion

and epistemic authority, 13
and fallibilism, 12
and individual responsibility, 13–14,
130–131

and meliorism, 12
and moral and political agency, 196–197
and the strenuous mood, 10–11
as motivational resource, 11, 209–213
as response to nihilism, 113, 222
as tenet of democratic individualism, 10–12,
221–222

critical scrutiny required of, 124–125
evidentialist challenge to, 113
James’s humanistic understanding
of, 204–209

James’s philosophy of, 2–3, 120–121, 126
the right to believe in, 120, 123

religious institutions, 7, 13, 126, 130
Renouvier, Charles, 28
republicanism

and James’s politics, 27–28
and liberalism, 28–30
on liberty and law, 27, 29–30
on non-domination, 94, 142

responsibility. See also collective responsibility;
individual responsibility

as tenet of democratic individualism, 5–8
efficacious aspects of, 47
for morality, 63–64, 65
in James’s moral theory, 103

responsibilization, 44, 46, 215
right to believe, the, 113–126

criteria for (liveness, forcedness,
momentousness), 114–117

in truth, morality, social trust, religion,
118–120, 122

Robert Gould Shaw oration (James), 25–28, 34,
169, 186, 191

Rorty, Richard, 19, 140
Royce, Josiah, 74, 83–84, 96, 97
Ruskin, John, 112

Said, Edward W., 190
saintliness, 13, 129, 130, 205, 213
Salcedo, Doris, 223
Sandel, Michael J., 161, 167
Santayana, George, 28
Schiller, F.C.S., 54
Schopenhauer, Arthur, 199
scientific method, 50, 109, 119
second-personal authority, 99
secular philosophy, 109–113
Seigfried, Charlene Haddock, 36–37
self, the
as epistemic authority, 6–7
material, 167
social, 168
sociality of, 5, 166–168
spiritual, 168

self-sacrifice, 75, 201–202, 203
self-sufficiency, 4, 5, 18, 105, 135, 155
sensitivity to strangers
as a transformative experience, 147–152, 223
as tenet of democratic individualism, 8–9

“Sentiment of Rationality” (James), 82, 119
Shakespeare, William, 175, 176, 178
Shaw, Robert Gould, 26, 34, 194, See also Robert

Gould Shaw oration (James)
Sidgwick, Henry, 68
Slater, Michael R., 76–78
slavery, 34, 75, 78, 218
social change
heroes, citizens, and narrative in, 173–178

“Social Value of the College Bred” (James), 18,
174, 179, 182, 184–186

socialism, 11, 75, 94, 129, 158, 213, 220
sociality, 5, 18, 41, 42
socialization, 5, 42, 72, 167
Socrates, 128
Spencer, Herbert, 68, 93, 175, 177–178
spirit of corporate dominion, 13, 126
spirit of dogmatic dominion, 13, 126
“Stanford’s Ideal Destiny” (James), 179, 180
state violence, 218
Stout, Jeffrey, 173, 188, 191
strenuous life, 127
strenuous mood, 10–11, 33, 42, 76,

96, 115, 196–197, 199, 200–203,
211, 216, 221, 223

subjectivity
democratic, 12, 45, 147, 151
political, 135
religious, 31, 223
sovereign, unencumbered, 153, 160,

166, 169
Sully, James, 156–157
Swift, Morrison I., 208

Index 237

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-50169-6 — William James on Democratic Individuality
Stephen S. Bush 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Talks to Teachers (James), 166, 168, 179, 181,
182, 193

Taylor, Charles, 12, 23
The Philippines, 1, 9, 24,

31–32, See also imperialism;
anti-imperialism

tolerance, 136
liberal, 40
religious, 15, 131

Tolstoy, Aleksey Konstantinovich, 150
Tønder, Lars, 136
Townsend, Kim, 36
“True Harvard” (James), 179, 181
truth
absolute, 59
collective responsibility

for, 50–62
ordinary, 49, 50
relative (or temporary), 59
the right to believe in, 118

Turner, Jack, 159–161

universal consciousness, 84
utilitarianism, 64, 65, 67–69,

76–87

Varieties of Religious Experience (James), 2, 3, 7,
11–16, 17, 18, 23, 25, 75, 121, 124, 143, 145, 196,
197–203, 204, 206, 210, 212

verifiability, 55–57, 59–60
verification, 55–57, 59–60
Voltaire, 199
voluntarism, 31
and James’s politics, 42

vulnerability, 136, 151, 202, 204

War Against Terror (U.S.), 135
Washington, Booker T., 34–35
wealth inequality. See economic inequality
West, Cornel, 22, 208
“What Makes a Life Significant” (James), 6, 17,

18, 127, 149, 174, 186
Whitman, Walt, 111–112, 148–149
“Will to Believe” (James), 6, 15, 17, 105, 109,

113–124, 131, 198
Williams, Bernard, 134
willing nature, 117
Wolterstorff, Nicholas, 118
Wordsworth, William, 150

Zakaras, Alex, 159–161, 172

238 Index

www.cambridge.org/9781316501696
www.cambridge.org

