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concerns about marriages in, 29
‘Angels’, 241
Anglican church
disestablishment
calls for, 128
in Wales and Monmouthshire, 172
identity and role, 25-26, 83, 100
Anglican clergy
duties to conduct weddings
exemptions, 100-1, 149, 151, 179,
235-36
opposition to civil preliminaries,
81-82
post-war shortage, 176
recording non-Anglican weddings,
proposed, 30, 32
role as magistrates, 32
role in civil registration, 43, 80-81
role in providing blessings, 239, 243
Anglican places of worship
necessity of validating legislation, 44,
81,111, 133, 174, 177
proposals for registration, 111
provisions for licensing of chapels,
44, 81, 176-77
war damage, 177
Anglican preliminaries
banns, 23
abolition, proposals for, 43, 223
complex provisions, 194
cost, 57
criticisms of, 107
waiting period, 57
where called, 57, 176, 235
who can publish, 176
wrong names, 81
before non-Anglican weddings,
proposed, 30, 32, 34

common licence
authority to grant, 195
cost, 57, 89
speed, 57
duration of validity, 258
proposals for reform, 107-8
special licence, 23, 196
COVID-19, 257
privileges, 220, 264
Anglican weddings
after divorce, 2, 100-1, 119, 150-51,
178-79, 201, 209, 235-36
after valid marriages, 92, 97-98, 120
baptism as a precondition, 119,
178, 235
by persons not in Holy Orders, 134
choice of church
establishing residence, 234
qualifying connections, 233-35
usual place of worship, 175
civil preliminaries, option of, 43, 58,
81-82, 99-100
cost, 149
depictions, 80
liturgy, 25, 174-75
number, 80, 128, 148, 171, 178, 200,
209, 232, 236
personalisation, 236
reasons for choosing, 54, 139, 178,
206-7, 232-33
reasons for not choosing, 235
approved premises, 2, 230
closure during COVID-19, 256
cost of weddings, 2, 231,
237
number of weddings on, 232
restrictions on content, 240-41
types of venues, 230-31
Arians, 69
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authorised persons

appointment, 144-45, 166, 271

implications if not properly
authorised, 142-43, 186-87

penalties, 142

preconditions for appointment,
141-42, 146, 160, 167

proposals for reform, 225

regulations, 142

role, 141, 143

sphere of operation, 141, 166-67

terminology, 140

Banns of Marriage Measure 1934, 176
Baptist Seceders, 69
Baptists
campaigning for reform, 38
cooperation with other
denominations, 70
dual ceremonies, 73
organisation, 22
registration of places of worship, 68
views on authorisation of
ministers, 131
barns
licensed as places of worship, 29
Bennett, W. J. E., 92
Benson, Richard Meux, 93
acquittal, 95-96
prosecution, 93
Berean Universalists, 69
Bible Christians, 69,
166
branch of Methodism, 22
wedding in Baptist chapel, 70
bigamy, 15
checks against, 152
decline in convictions, 205
pleas of innocence, 75-76
religious-only marriage ceremonies,
163, 186, 251-52
Births and Deaths Registration Act
1836, 37
Births and Deaths Registration Act
1837, 50-51, 60, 81
Board of Deputies
approach to non-Orthodox
synagogues, 79, 190-91

INDEX

certification of secretaries, 45, 79,
108, 160, 190, 210
influence, 103, 122
representative body, role as, 113
Bradley siblings
influence on reform, 40
register office weddings, 72
self-devised ceremony, 34-35
Brandreth, Gyles, 229
breach of promise of marriage
remedy where marriage was not
recognised, 125, 204
British Humanist Association. See
Humanists UK
Brodie, Israel, 190

Canning, George, 264
Catholic church
organisation, 63
views on mixed marriages, 119
views on non-Catholic weddings,
120, 152
Catholic places of worship
conditions for registration, 60,
214-15, 264-65
uneveness of provision, 62
Catholic weddings
authorised persons, 154-55, 186
internal requirements, 129, 152
number, 59, 62, 121, 154, 171, 212
presence of registrar, 63, 187
Catholics
appointed as registrars, 63
dual ceremonies, 5, 62, 63-64, 73, 97
number, 59, 121, 212
official attitudes to, 63, 92
register office weddings, 73, 121,
152, 154
registration of places of worship,
59-60
role in campaigning for change,
60-61, 63, 108, 129-30
Caxton Hall, 179
celebrant-based system
proposals for reform, 109-10,
231-32, 234, 253, 259-60
celebratory marriage ceremonies
definition, 12
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during COVID-19, 257

offered by registration officers,

246-47
rise of, 239
Chetti v. Chetti, 156

Chief Adjudication Officer v. Bath, 201,

248-49
Christadelphians, 134
Christian Scientists, 187

Church in Wales, 172-73, 193-94
Church of England. See Anglican

church

Church of England Independents, 69
Church of England Marriage Measure

2008, 234
churching, 94

civil partnerships, 15-16, 242-43

civil preliminaries

INDEX 277

views on authorisation of
ministers, 131
Conway Hall,. See South Place Ethical
Society
Council of Trent, 121, 152
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion,
22,69
breakaway group, 69
COVID-19
restrictions on weddings, 256-59
Cowardites, 69
Cox, Baroness, 253-54

death-bed weddings, 220
presence of registrar, 221
Deceased Wife’s Sister’s Marriage Act
1907, 149
Denning Committee, 182

criticisms of, 107, 112 Dissenters

declarations, 87 definition, 21

licence diversity amongst, 22-23, 29, 69
cost, 89 Divorce Reform Act 1969, 205

Don’t Tell The Bride, 245-46
dual ceremonies, 3, 126, 188, 201, 208

proposals for reform, 224
Registrar-General’s licence, 220,

257-58 guidance on, 241
superintendent registrar’s certificate personalised, 243-47
cost, 57 pre-1836, 5

duration of validity, 258 uncertainty as to law, 97-98
notice period, 57, 229, 246
notices, publication of, 47, 50-51,  Eldon, Lord
57-58, 87-88 opponent of reform, 27, 29, 31
superintendent registrar’s licence Elim Pentecostal Church, 187
abolition, 229 Equal Love campaign, 15
cost, 89 Equality Act 2010, 242

notice period, 57, 89 Established Church. See Anglican

civil registration church
Births and Deaths Registration Act
1836, 37 Faculty Office

favoured by Dissenters, 35-36
civil weddings. See also approved football grounds
premises, register office as approved premises, 231
weddings Four Weddings and a Funeral, 228, 230
definition, 9-11 Freethinking Christians, 69
Clandestine Marriages Act 1753, 4, 23
cohabitation, 15, 205, 208-9
common licence,. See Anglican guidance, 48, 60, 241
preliminaries German Lutherans, 69
Congregationalists. See Independents gin-palaces, 39

response to COVID-19, 257

General Register Office, 48
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Graham, George

as Registrar-General, 78, 85, 93

views on reform, 113, 131
Grant, Cary

wedding at Caxton Hall, 180
Greek Marriages Act 1884, 132
Grewal v. Grewal, 155

Hansard
limitations of, 16, 37, 94
Hertz, Joseph, 190
Hindus
dual ceremonies, 204, 208, 216
Hindu Association of Europe, 188
number, 188, 203
personal law, arguments
concerning, 156
places of worship, 200-1, 203-4
house churches, 240
Humanist weddings
campaign for legal recognition,
244-45
characteristics, 239, 245
Conway Hall, 219-20
growth, 243-44
in registered places of worship, 266
reform proposals, impact of, 213,
225-26
Humanists UK, 244
Hyde v. Hyde and Woodmansee, 158

‘I Say A Little Prayer’, 241
Immigration Act 2014, 246
independent celebrants, 245
Independent Review into the
Application of Sharia Law in
England and Wales, 254
Independent Seceders, 69
Independents
registration of places of worship, 68
Integrated Communities Strategy Green
Paper, 254
interfaith couples
options, 103, 119-20, 155-59, 198
Israelites, 69

Jane Eyre, 80
Jehovah’s Witnesses, 187

‘TJerusalem’, 236
Jewish weddings after 1837, 44-45
applicability of annulling provisions,
164-66
civil preliminaries, 45, 165
consequences of non-compliance,
125
eligibility, 103, 119
internal requirements, 121-22
location, 78-79, 264
number, 171, 189, 200, 208
offences, 123
proposals for reform, 111, 123-24,
190, 223, 224-25
requirements of Jewish law, 78
secretaries, process of certification,
45,79
timing, 78
Jewish weddings before 1837
ambiguity of exemption, 27
need for reform, 28
reasons for exemption, 27
validity, how assessed, 27, 255
Jews
attitudes to marrying out, 103, 115
number, 22, 122, 123, 211
Joanna Southcott, 34
Jumpers, 29
justice of the peace
proposals for marriages before, 31,
34, 35, 38
role in civil preliminaries, proposed,
33,35
role in licensing places of worship,
proposed, 34

Lang, Cosmo, 178-79
Lansdowne, Marquis of, 28, 30
Law Commission
1971 Working Paper, 222-23
1973 Report, 223
2015 scoping paper, 244
Liberal Jewish synagogues
inability to appoint authorised
persons, 196
registration for weddings, 161,
190, 210
St John’s Wood, 190, 210, 211
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Liberal Judaism
debate as to status, 190-91, 210
foundation, 160
membership, 210
proposals for recognition, 195-96
recognition, 211
Liberation Society, 131
lion cages
debate over marrying in, 222
Lister, Thomas Henry
appointment as first Registrar-
General, 48
Liverpool Muslim Institute
closure, 163
foundation, 126
marriage ceremonies, 126-27, 162
London committee of deputies of the
British Jews. See Board of
Deputies
Lush, Alfred, 93
apology, 95
prosecution, 93

magistrate. See justice of the peace
marriage
forced, 13
minimum age, 13
monogamous, 14-15, 158-59,
218
parental consent, 13
prohibited degrees, 14, 149
same-sex, 15-16, 243
Marriage (Approved Premises)
Regulations 1995, 240
Marriage (Licensing of Chapels)
Measure 1938, 176-77
Marriage (Naval, Military, and Air
Force Chapels) Act 1932, 193
Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence)
Act 1970, 220
Marriage (Registration of Buildings)
Act 1990, 226
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013,
15, 244
no option of Anglican wedding, 243
triple lock, 243
Marriage (Secretaries of Synagogues)
Act 1959, 210-11

279

Marriage (Society of Friends) Act
1860, 104
Marriage (Society of Friends) Act
1872, 104
Marriage (Wales and Monmouthshire)
Act 1962, 210
Marriage (Wales) Act 2010, 234
Marriage Act 1823, 5, 23, 43, 165
offences, 95
Marriage Act 1824, 195
Marriage Act 1836
Broomstick Marriage Act, 71
implementation, 47-52
introduction, 37
offences, 64, 123, 124, 163
requirements, 38-43
take-up, 54
Marriage Act 1886, 136-37
Marriage Act 1898, 116-17
passage, 140-41
take-up, 144-45
Marriage Act 1949, 170
consolidating legislation, 193
structure, 193
Marriage Act 1983, 221
Marriage Act 1994, 230-31
Marriage Acts Amendment Act 1958,
214-15
Marriage and Registration Act 1856, 85
civil preliminaries
Anglican clergy permitted to
reject, 99
licences, 88-89
notices, 88
permission needed for wedding in
registered place of worship, 90
prohibition on religious content in
register office weddings, 96
recognition of West London
synagogue, 102, 211
religious ceremony after register
office wedding, 120
Marriage Bill 1819, 25
Marriage Bill 1822, 25
Marriage Bill 1823
unsuccessful, 28-30
Marriage Bill 1824, 30-31
Marriage Bill 1825, 30-31
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Marriage Bill 1827, 31-32
Marriage Bill 1833, 32-33
Marriage Bill 1834 (Catholics), 32-33
Marriage Bill 1834 (general), 33-34, 35
Marriage Bill 1835, 33-35
Marriage Measure 1930, 175-76
Marriages (Attendance of Registrars)
Bill 1887, 137
Marriages and Civil Partnerships
(Approved Premises)
Regulations 2005, 241
Marriages Legalization Bill 1884, 134
Marriages of Nonconformists
(Attendance of Registrars)
(No. 2) Bill 1888, 138
Marriages of Nonconformists
(Attendance of Registrars) Bill
1891, 138
Matrimonial Causes Act 1857, 86, 100
Matrimonial Causes Act 1937, 179
Methodists
alignment, 43, 68, 116, 128
branches of, 22
marrying in Anglican church, 70-71
ministers, 128
proposals for authorisation, 130,
138, 140
number, 68, 128
registration of places of worship,
68-69, 116, 128
Moravians, 23
registration of places of worship, 69
Muslim weddings, 252
characteristics, 126-27, 159
presence of registrar, 188
Muslims
dual ceremonies, 126, 188, 252
number, 125, 188, 203
registration of mosques, 188-89,
200-1, 204, 214

Ne Temere, 151-52
New London synagogue, 212
New Poor Law
Board of Guardians, 36, 46, 49-50
implementation, 46
introduction, 36
protests against, 49-50

Unions, creation of, 36, 46-48, 49-50
Newmanites. See Oxford Movement
nikah. See religious-only marriage

ceremonies, Muslim
Nonconformist Marriages (Attendance

of Registrars) Bill 1888, 138
Nonconformist Marriages (Registrars’

Attendance) Bill 1889, 138
Nonconformists

terminology, 116
non-qualifying ceremony

emergence of concept, 249-50

types of ceremonies, 251-52

Oliver Twist, 50
Oxford Movement, 92

Pastoral Reorganisation Measure
1949, 178
Peel, Robert, 34, 35, 40
Pinewood Studios
as approved premises, 231
Pius IX, Pope, 63
Pius X, Pope, 151
places of worship
closure during COVID-19, 256
impact of non-registration,
110-11, 248
non-registration, 68-70, 91, 127,
139
reasons for licensing, 28-29
Places of Worship Registration Act
1855, 86, 101, 127, 219
polygamy, 15
Poor Law Amendment Act 1834. See
New Poor Law
Presbyterians, 22-23
registration of places of worship,
66-67, 68
presumptions in favour of validity, 125,
132-33, 248-49
Primitive Methodists, 22
places of worship, 69
prisons
weddings in, 221
Protestant Dissenting Deputies
representatives of ‘old’ dissent, 85,
90
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role in reform, 85, 87, 88, 89-90, reclassification as approved

136-37, 138

Puseyites. See Oxford Movement

Quaker weddings after 1837

premises, 237
responsibility for providing, 46, 51
register office weddings
attire, 1, 117-18, 205-6

applicability of annulling provisions, availability, 237

165-66
changes in 1949, 195

civil preliminaries, 45, 77, 165

extension of eligibility, 104

content, 40-41, 73, 182-83, 225-26
cost, 1, 74, 119, 181, 237
depictions, 118, 168, 182

duration, 1, 198

internal requirements, 77, 104, 105 interfaith couples, 115

location, 77, 105
non-members, 119
number, 77-78, 105

negative perceptions, 72, 75-76,
118, 238
number, 2, 54-55, 74, 89, 168, 172,

proposals for reform, 111, 223, 224-25 198, 202, 205

recording clerk, role of, 45
registering officers, 45, 111
requirements, 44-45, 255
witnesses, 77

prescribed words, 41

prohibition of religious content,
96

proposals for reform, 225-26

Quaker weddings before 1837, 26-28 reasons for, 89, 118-19, 168-69,

Quakers
breakaway groups, 80
changes, 104-5
concept of marriage, 105

180-81, 182, 202-3, 205
religiosity of participants, 72-74
religious ceremony after, 1, 91-99,

115, 120

prohibition against marrying out, scale, 207-8, 238

77, 104

support for same-sex marriage,

243

Quilliam, William, 126, 162, 163

R v. Mohamed (Ali), 217
R v. Rahman (Abdul), 217

Rv. Thomas Tierney Ferguson, 64

Rv. Bham, 217-18
R v. Moorhouse James, 82
R v. Pardesi, 216

Rv. The Superintendent Registrar of
Marriages, Hammersmith,

terminology of civil marriage, 97
registered places of worship
conditions for registration, 39,
69-70, 214-15, 226
increase, 128
part of building, 265
provisions for sharing of buildings,
215-16
terminology, 8
registered places of worship,
weddings in
early examples, 66-67
fees, 67

157-59 form, 40, 66, 70, 91

Ranters, 29, See also Primitive number, 55, 89, 91, 139, 145, 166,
Methodists 171, 200

Reform Judaism, 210, See also West permission needed, 90, 119

London synagogue
register office
criticisms of, 222, 223-24

presence of registrar, 38, 67-68,
145, 187
campaign against, 135

debate as to who could marry in, registration of, 135-36, 143-44

225-26

religious ceremony after, 94

location, 1, 39, 74-75, 117, 179-80 validating legislation, 133, 184-86
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Registrar-General’s Licence. See civil
preliminaries
registrars of marriage, 38, 46, 48
perceptions of, 135
religious affiliation, 49, 67-68
remuneration, 67, 141, 181
Registrars’ (Marriages Attendance) Bill
1893, 138
registration districts
based on Poor Law Unions, 37
formation of temporary districts,
46-47, 50
marrying out of district of residence,
60-61, 70, 212-13, 230
reorganisation, 181
size, 56
Relief Church, 69
religion
definition of, 219, 239
religious-only marriage ceremonies
arguments about recognition, 255
Catholic, 32, 63, 65
definition, 12, 248-51
Greek Orthodox, 132
Jewish, 121-25, 164
Muslim, 161-64, 189, 217-18,
252-53
proposals for criminalization,
123-24, 253-55
Sikh, 204, 216
views as to criminality, 64-65, 163,
216-18
Reorganisation Areas Measure
1944, 178
Rosebery, 5th Earl of
wedding, 115, 117-18
Royal Commission on the Laws of
Marriage, 86
composition, 106
proposals for reform, 108-10,
111-12
reactions to, 112-13
remit, 106
Russell, Lord John, 21, 34, 35, 36,
37

Salvation Army, 134, 187
Scientology, Church of, 219, 239

INDEX

Select Committee on Nonconformist
Marriages (Attendance of
Registrars), 138-40

Shah Jahan Mosque. See Woking
mosque

Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969,
215-16

Shilohites, 34

Sikhs

number, 188, 203
personal law, arguments
concerning, 155
places of worship, 200-1, 203
Smith, William
role in reform, 25

Society of Friends. See Quakers, Quaker
weddings

South Place Ethical Society, 189,
213,220

Southcott, Joanna, 29

special licence. See Anglican
preliminaries

St John’s Wood synagogue. See Liberal
Jewish synagogues

statutory ceremony. See register office
weddings, cost

superintendent registrar

appointment, 46, 48
link to Poor Law, 48-49
role, 37, 183, 258

superintendent registrar’s certificate.
See civil preliminaries

Swedenborgians, 23, 69

Swiss Protestants, 69

synagogues

cost of weddings, 122, 123, 200
proposals for registration, 39, 101
routes to recognition, 103, 160, 212

talag, 157
tax collectors
role in civil registration, proposed, 36
The Prophet, 240
Tractarians. See Oxford Movement

Union of Benefices Measure 1923, 173
Unions. See New Poor Law
Unitarians
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conformity pre-1837, 27
objections to the Anglican liturgy, 25
registration of places of worship, 68
role in campaigning for reform, 25
United Methodist Church, 166
United Methodist Free Church, 166
United Secession Church, 69
United Synagogue, 123
breakaway group, 211
universal civil marriage
arguments in favour, 131-32
reasons for adoption elsewhere, 109

Victoria, Queen, 51, 126
void marriages
conditions, 13-15, 149, 186-87
consequences, 250
knowing and wilful non-compliance,
23,125
versus non-qualifying ceremonies,
250-51, 272-73
views as to, 65, 110-11, 134, 164-66

Webster, Sir Richard, 137, 140
wedding
cost of, 209

283

definition, 12
Wedding Day and First Home
campaign for reform, 198, 223
change of name, 208
Wesleyan Methodist Association, 22
Wesleyan Methodist New Connexion,
22, 166, 167
Wesleyan Methodist Original
Connexion, 22
West London Synagogue, 79-80, 101-3
When We Are Married, 183-84
William IV, King, 36, 51
Wiseman, Cardinal, 63
Woking mosque, 126, 163, 188
workhouse
register offices, 74, 182
role in registration, 36

Yelverton case, 106
YouTube
COVID ceremonies, 257

200
as approved premises, 231
Zoom
virtual wedding party, 257
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