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Reshaping Capitalism in Weimar and Nazi Germany

In Weimar and Nazi Germany, capitalism was hotly contested,

discreetly practiced, and politically regulated. This volume shows how

it adapted to fit a nation undergoing drastic changes following World

War I. Through wide-ranging cultural histories, a transatlantic cast of

historians probes the ways contemporaries debated, concealed,

promoted, and racialized capitalism. They show how bankers and

industrialists, storeowners and commercial designers, intellectuals and

politicians reshaped a controversial economic order at a time of

fundamental uncertainty and drastic rupture. The book thus sheds

fresh light on the strategies used by Hitler and his followers to gain

and maintain widespread support. The authors conclude that National

Socialism succeeded in mobilizing capitalism’s energies while at the

same time claiming to have overcome a system they identified with

pernicious Jewish influences. In so doing, the volume also speaks to

the broader issue of how capitalism can adapt to new times.

Moritz Föllmer is Associate Professor of Modern History at the

University of Amsterdam. He has previously taught at the University

Leeds, the Humboldt University Berlin and the University of Chicago.

His publications on Weimar and Nazi Germany include Individuality

and Modernity in Berlin: Self and Society from Weimar to the Wall

(Cambridge, 2013) and Culture in the Third Reich (2020). Moreover,

he has published a range of articles and chapters, including in Past &

Present, Historical Journal, Journal of Modern History, Central

European History and German History, where he has also served as

review editor.

Pamela E. Swett is Professor of History at McMaster University. Her

publications include Neighbors and Enemies: The Culture of

Radicalism in Berlin 1929–1933 (Cambridge, 2004), Selling under the

Swastika: Advertising and Commercial Culture in Nazi Germany

(2014), and, as co-editor, Selling Modernity: Advertising in Twentieth

Century Germany (2007) and Pleasure and Power in the Third Reich

(2011) as well as numerous journal articles and book chapters. She is

also the co-editor of the Nazi Germany section of the GermanHistorical

Institute’s online portal, German History in Documents and Images.
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Publications of the German Historical Institute

Edited by

Simone Lässig
with the assistance of Kelly McCullough

The German Historical Institute (GHI) is a center for advanced study and
research whose purpose is to facilitate dialogue and collaboration among
historians across national and disciplinary boundaries. The GHI conducts,
promotes, and supports research in three core fields: German/European and
Jewish history, the history of the Americas and transatlantic history, and
global and transregional history. The GHI works closely with partner
institutions and organizations to provide scholars from around the world
with opportunities to extend their professional networks and build
relationships across borders.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
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