Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-98435-5 — Beckett and Stein
Georgina Nugent

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Beckett Studies
edited by

Dirk Van Hulle
University of Oxford

Mark Nixon
University of Reading

BECKETT AND STEIN

Georgina Nugent
University of Vienna

B8 CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108984355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-98435-5 — Beckett and Stein
Georgina Nugent

Frontmatter

More Information

.~ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University's mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108984355

DOI: 10.1017/9781108988377
© Georgina Nugent 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-98435-5 Paperback
ISSN 2632-0746 (online)
ISSN 2632-0738 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108984355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-98435-5 — Beckett and Stein
Georgina Nugent

Frontmatter

More Information

Beckett and Stein

Elements in Beckett Studies

DOI: 10.1017/9781108988377
First published online: May 2023

Georgina Nugent
University of Vienna

Abstract: What motivated Beckett, in 1937, to distance himself from
the ‘'most recent work’ of his mentor James Joyce and instead praise the
writings of Gertrude Stein as better reflecting his ‘very desirable
literature of the non-word'? This Element conducts the first extended
comparative study of Stein’s role in the development of Beckett's
aesthetics. In doing so it redresses the major critical lacuna that is
Stein’s role and influence on Beckett's nascent bilingual aesthetics of
the late 1930s. It argues for Stein’s influence on the aesthetics of
language Beckett developed throughout the 1930s, and on the overall
evolution of his bilingual English writings, contending that Stein’s
writing was itself inherently bilingual. It forwards the technique of
renarration — a form of repetition identifiable in the work of both
authors — as a deliberate narrative strategy adopted by both
authors to actualise the desired semantic tearing concordant with their
aesthetic praxes in English.
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