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Abstract: What motivated Beckett, in 1937, to distance himself from
the ‘most recent work’of his mentor James Joyce and instead praise the

writings of Gertrude Stein as better reûecting his ‘very desirable
literature of the non-word’? This Element conducts the ûrst extended
comparative study of Stein’s role in the development of Beckett’s
aesthetics. In doing so it redresses the major critical lacuna that is

Stein’s role and inûuence on Beckett’s nascent bilingual aesthetics of
the late 1930s. It argues for Stein’s inûuence on the aesthetics of

language Beckett developed throughout the 1930s, and on the overall
evolution of his bilingual English writings, contending that Stein’s
writing was itself inherently bilingual. It forwards the technique of
renarration – a form of repetition identiûable in the work of both
authors – as a deliberate narrative strategy adopted by both

authors to actualise the desired semantic tearing concordant with their
aesthetic praxes in English.

Keywords: Samuel Beckett, Gertrude Stein, inûuence, repetition, bilingualism

© Georgina Nugent 2023

ISBNs: 9781108984355 (PB), 9781108988377 (OC)

ISSNs: 2632-0746 (online), 2632-0738 (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781108984355
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-98435-5 — Beckett and Stein
Georgina Nugent
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

1 Introduction: ‘Grammar Is in Our Power’ 1

2 Grammar Bound: Writings on Language 9

3 Renarration in The Making of Americans and Watt 19

4 Getting Mixed: Lexical Renarrations 29

5 Lexical Renarrations and the Goodbye to Standard
English: Stein’s Role in the Development of Beckett’s
Bilingual English Praxis 41

6 ‘Waste No More Time Trying to Get It Right’: Beckett
and Stein’s ‘Fidelity to Failure’ 51

7 Conclusion: ‘Say It Simply. [. . .] Say It Simplier’ 58

References 65

www.cambridge.org/9781108984355
www.cambridge.org

