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The Regime Change Consensus

Why did the United States invade Iraq, setting off a chain of events that

profoundly changed the Middle East and modern U.S. history. The

Regime Change Consensus offers a compelling look at how the United

States pivoted from a policy of containment to regime change in Iraq

after September 11, 2001. Starting with the Persian Gulf War, the book

traces how a coalition of political actors argued with increasing success

that the totalitarian nature of SaddamHussein’s regime and the untrust-

worthy behavior of the international coalition behind sanctions meant

that containment was a doomed policy. By the end of the 1990s,

a consensus emerged that only regime change and democratization

could fully address the Iraqi threat. Through careful examination,

Joseph Stieb expands our understanding of the origins of the Iraq War

while also explaining why so many politicians and policymakers rejected

containment after 9/11 and embraced regime change.

Joseph Stieb is a post-doctoral researcher at the Ohio State University’s

Mershon Center for International Security Studies. His articles and

essays can be found in The International History Review, The

Washington Post, War on the Rocks, Arc Digital, and The Raleigh News-

Observer.
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Beth Bailey, University of Kansas
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Military, War, and Society in Modern American History is a new series that

showcases original scholarship on the military, war, and society in modern US

history. The series builds on recent innovations in the fields of military and

diplomatic history and includes historical works on a broad range of topics,

including civil-military relations and the militarization of culture and society;

the military’s influence on policy, power, politics, and political economy; the

military as a key institution in managing and shaping social change, both within

the military and in broader American society; the effect the military has had on

American political and economic development, whether in wartime or peacetime;

and the military as a leading edge of American engagement with the wider world,

including forms of soft power as well as the use of force.
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