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Abstract: I can’t breathe … a haunting phrase moaned at the
intersection of past and present, serving as an audible supplement to
the visual evidence to yet another collision of race and policing. This
phrase reflects the current state of police-community relations in the
United States. But, what lies on the other side of now? This Element
examines this salient question in the context of excessive use of force
and through the lenses of race, policing, and public governance. We

draw upon extant research and scholarship on representative
bureaucracy, public engagement in the cocreation of public polices and
the coproduction of public services, and the emerging findings from
studies in network science, coupled with insights from elite interviews,
to offer implications for future research, the profession of policing, the
public policy-making process, public management, and postsecondary

institutions.
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