Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture
in Early Modern Venice

Weaving together cultural history and critical imperial studies, this book
shows how war and colonial expansion shaped seventeenth-century
Venetian culture and society. Anastasia Stouraiti tests conventional
assumptions about republicanism, commercial peace and cross-cultural
exchange and offers a novel approach to the study of the Republic of
Venice. Her extensive research brings the history of communication in
dialogue with conquest and empire-building in the Mediterranean to
provide an original interpretation of the politics of knowledge in wartime
Venice. The book argues that the Venetian-Ottoman War of the Morea
(1684-1699) was mediated through a diverse range of cultural mechan-
isms of patrician elite domination that orchestrated the production of
popular consent. It sheds new light on the militarisation of the public
sphere and exposes the connections between bellicose foreign policies
and domestic power politics in a state celebrated as the most serene
republic of merchants.

Anastasia Stouraiti is Senior Lecturer in Early Modern History at
Goldsmiths, University of London, where she specialises in the history
of the Republic of Venice and its empire. She has received several
prestigious grants and awards, including fellowships at Princeton and
the European University Institute, a British Academy Small Research
Grant, and a Leverhulme Trust Research Fellowship. She currently
holds a British Academy/Leverhulme Senior Fellowship for her project
‘Venice: A New Imperial History’.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

War, Communication,
and the Politics of Culture
in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Goldsmaths, University of London

! CAMBRIDGE

7 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE

/) UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467
Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
DOI:10.1017/9781108974790

© Anastasia Stouraiti 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
First paperback edition 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-108-83844-3 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-97135-5 DPaperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of Figures page vi

Acknowledgements X

Chronology xii

List of Abbreviations XV

Introduction 1
1 War, Information, and Popular Consent in

Seventeenth-Century Venice 27
2 Making History: Official and Popular War

Historiographies 68
3 Printed Images and the Visual Culture of the News 105
4 Documentary Poetics and the Literary Public Sphere 156
5 Reclaiming Ancient Greece: Plunder and the Imperial

Regime of Antiquities 195

Epilogue 227

Bibliography 234

Index 284

v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

1.1 Canzon in dialogo tra un Venetian, e’l so gastaldo de Padovana

per 1 acquisti in Morea ... (Venice, 1687), title page.

Biblioteca del Museo Correr, Venice. page 31
1.2 Awvvisi di Costantinopoli et altri luoghi, con la mostra delle galere

della Serennissima Republica di Venetia . .. (Venice, 1684), title

page. Gennadius Library, American School of Classical

Studies at Athens. 37
1.3 Distinta relatione della segnalata vittoria ottenuta dall’armi della

Serenissima Republica di Venetia ... (Venice and Modena,

1684), title page. Gennadius Library, American School of

Classical Studies at Athens. 40
1.4 Nowa, e distinta relatione della conquista della famosa citta di

Coryntho ... (Venice, 1687), title page. Biblioteca Nazionale

Marciana, Venice. Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni

e delle Attivita Culturali e del Turismo. No unauthorised

reproduction. 45
1.5 Proclama publicaro d’ordine degl’illustrissimi, et eccellentissimi

signort Essecutort contro la bestemia ... (Venice, 1690),

frontispiece. Biblioteca della Fondazione Querini Stampalia,

Venice. 52
2.1 Nowa, vera, e distinta relatione della vittoria ottenuta dall’armi

della Serenissima Republica di Veneria ... (Venice, 1695), title

page. Biblioteca della Fondazione Querini Stampalia,

Venice. 70
2.2 Aurelio Teodoro Facelli, Omaggio canoro alla fede cattolica . . .

(Asti, 1684), antiporta. Gennadius Library, American School

of Classical Studies at Athens. 93
3.1 Gregorio Lazzarini, Doge Morosini offers the reconquered Morea

to Venice (1694), oil on canvas. Ducal Palace, Venice. 106
3.2 Pianta e veduta di Negroponte (1688), engraving. Archivio di

Stato di Venezia, Venice. 118

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Figures vii

3.3 Gio’ Giacomo de Rossi, Teatro della guerra contro il Turco . . .
(Rome, 1687), view of Constantinople and the Dardanelles
(Rome, 1684), engraving. Gennadius Library, American
School of Classical Studies at Athens. 121

3.4 Nicolo Billy, Disegno del padighione di Mustafa Cara gran visir
preso dall’esercito christiano nell’assedio scacciato di sotto Vienna
li 12 septembre 1683, in Gio’ Giacomo de Rossi, Teatro della
guerra contro il Turco . .. (Rome, 1687), engraving. Gennadius
Library, American School of Classical Studies at Athens. 122

3.5 Disegno topografico delle citta di Lepanto Patrasso . . ., in
Giacomo Franconio, Teatro delle pitt moderne imprese de
guerra ... (Venice, 1689), engraving. Gallerie Estensi —

Biblioteca Estense Universitaria, Modena. Su concessione
del Ministero della Cultura. 123

3.6 Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, Memorie istoriogeografiche della
Morea ... (Venice, 1687), allegory of Venice triumphant.
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice. Su concessione del
Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita Culturali e del Turismo.

No unauthorised reproduction. 124

3.7 Piazza di S.ta Maura . .., in Giacomo Franconio, Teatro delle
put moderne imprese de guerra . .. (Venice, 1689), engraving.
Gallerie Estensi — Biblioteca Estense Universitaria, Modena.

Su concessione del Ministero della Cultura. 126
3.8 Battista Brespi, Piazza di S. Maura (Venice, 1684),
engraving. Biblioteca del Museo Correr, Venice. 127

3.9 Giovanni Palazzi, Il vero dissegno della famosa citta di Coron
(Venice, 1685), engraving. Biblioteca del Museo Correr,
Venice. 129
3.10 Disegno della citra di Corinto . . ., in Giacomo Franconio, Teatro
delle piit moderne tmprese de guerra ... (Venice, 1689),
engraving. Gallerie Estensi — Biblioteca Estense
Universitaria, Modena. Su concessione del Ministero della
Cultura. 130
3.11 Bortolo Rota, engraved portrait of Pope Alexander VIII and
Girolamo Corner (Venice, 1690). Biblioteca del Museo
Correr, Venice. 135
3.12 Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, Ritratti de’ celebri personaggr,
raccolti nell’Accademia cosmografica degli Argonauti . . .
(Venice, 1697), engraved portrait of Girolamo Corner by
Giovanni Palazzi. Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice. Su
concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita Culturali
e del Turismo. No unauthorised reproduction. 136

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

viii List of Figures

3.13 Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, Ritrarti de’ celebri personaggi,
raccolti nell’Accademia cosmografica degli Argonauti . . .
(Venice, 1697), engraved portrait of Francesco Morosini.
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice. Su concessione del
Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita Culturali e del Turismo.
No unauthorised reproduction. 138
3.14 Giuseppe Maria Mitelli, Frutti di guerra (Bologna, 1692),
etching. Bologna, Cassa di Risparmio, Collezioni d’Arte e di

Storia; Genusbononiae, 2262 (rep.1/315). 139
3.15 La Galleria di Minerva . . ., vol. 6 (Venice, 1708), frontispiece.
Biblioteca della Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice. 141

3.16 Giuseppe Maria Mitelli, Sogno che dicesi haver havuto I’anno

1668 Mehemet quarto regnante gran Turco . .. (Bologna, 1684),

etching. Bologna, Cassa di Risparmio, Collezioni d’Arte e di

Storia; Genusbononiae, 2199 (rep.1/280). 143
3.17 Le fameux croissant du Turc partagé entre I’Imperialiste, le

Polonois et le Venitien (Paris, 1687), in Gio’ Giacomo de Rossi,

Teatro della guerra contro il Turco ... (Rome, 1687), engraving.

Biblioteca del Museo Correr, Venice. 144
3.18 Giuseppe Maria Mitelli, Gioco nuovo del Turco, del Todesco

e del Venetiano (Bologna, 1684—85), etching. Bologna, Cassa

di Risparmio, Collezioni d’Arte e di Storia; Genusbononiae,

2682 (rep.1/526). 145
3.19 Le branle des provinces conquises sur les turcs, ou la décadence de

PEmpire Ottoman (Paris, 1688), engraving. Bibliotheque

Nationale de France; Gallica, IFN-6945524. 146
3.20 [Giovanni Battista Chiarello and Gio. Domenico Rossi],

Informatione della guerra . .. (Venice, 1684), image of

a janissary. Gennadius Library, American School of Classical

Studies at Athens. 148
3.21 Giuseppe Maria Mitelli, Consultationi de medici, nella grave

malatia del gran sultano (Bologna, 1686), etching. Wellcome

Collection, London. Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0). 150

4.1 [Jean de Préchac], Cara Mustafa gran visir historia . . ., tr.

Francesco Maria Pazzaglia (Venice, 1685), engraving.

Pinacoteca di Brera — Biblioteca Braidense, Milan. Su

concessione del Ministero della Cultura. No unauthorised

reproduction. 162

4.2 Doloroso pianto, e lamento farto da Mehemet quarto gran turco . . .

(Rome, 1686), title page. Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana,

Venice. Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita

Culturali e del Turismo. No unauthorised reproduction. 176

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Figures ix

4.3 Testamento farto da Napoli di Romania . .. (Venice, 1686), title

page. Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice. Su

concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita Culturali

e del Turismo. No unauthorised reproduction. 177
4.4 Testamento overo ultima volonta dell’isola famosissima di Scio nel

mare Egeo (Venice, 1694), title page. Biblioteca del Museo

Correr, Venice. 178
5.1 P. M. Paciaudi, Monumenta Peloponnesia commentariis

explicata, vol. 2 (Rome, 1761), 6. Cadbury Research Library,

University of Birmingham. 203
5.2 P. M. Paciaudi, Monumenta Peloponnesia commentariis

explicata, vol. 1 (Rome, 1761), 163, detail. Cadbury Research

Library, University of Birmingham. 204
5.3 Prosperto del castello e citta d’Athene . . ., in Giacomo Franconio,

Tearro delle piv moderne imprese de guerra . .. (Venice, 1689),

engraving. Gallerie Estensi — Biblioteca Estense

Universitaria, Modena. Su concessione del Ministero della

Cultura. 213
5.4 P. M. Paciaudi, Monumenta Peloponnesia commentariis

explicata, vol. 1 (Rome, 1761), 255. Cadbury Research

Library, University of Birmingham. 219

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice
Anastasia Stouraiti

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

Knowledge, wrote Paulo Freire, emerges only in the restless inquiry
human beings pursue with the world and with each other. From its
inception as a dissertation to its emergence as a book, this project has
profited immensely from the insight, encouragement, and kindness of
many friends and colleagues. I wish to thank in particular Gino Benzoni,
Peter Brown, Giorgio Busetto, Caterina Carpinato, Antonio Cartolano,
Maria Fusaro, Dimitri Gondicas, Anthony Grafton, Richard Grayson,
Michael Herzfeld, Mario Infelise, Antonis Liakos, Peter Mackridge,
Theodossis Nicolaidis, Achille Olivieri, Gerassimos Pagratis, Neni
Panourgia, Yannis Papadogiannakis, Anastasia Papavasiliou, Sergio
Perini, Rolf Petri, Christine Philliou, Effie Rentzou, Dorit Raines,
Ruggero Rugolo, Martin van Gelderen, and Alfredo Viggiano. I also
recall with gratitude Giuseppe Del Torre, who sadly left us too early.

This book would not have been possible without the valuable support
of several institutions. I am grateful to the Greek State Scholarships
Foundation, the Istituto Italiano di Cultura in Athens, and the
Fondazione Scientifica Querini Stampalia in Venice. Postdoctoral fellow-
ships from the Seeger Center for Hellenic Studies at Princeton University
and the Max Weber Programme at the European University Institute in
Florence provided much-appreciated opportunities to think together with
wonderful communities of scholars. This study also benefitted from new
research projects I carried out funded by a Leverhulme Research
Fellowship and a British Academy Small Research Grant. At
Goldsmiths, University of London, the Department of History offered
vital periods of research leave.

The editorial team at Cambridge University Press have been a pleasure
to work with. Warm thanks to Michael Watson, who first encouraged me to
submit a book proposal, and to my editor Liz Friend-Smith for patiently
seeing the project to completion. I am also grateful to Ruth Boyes and
Laheba Alam for shepherding the manuscript through production, and to
Ursula Acton for her careful copy editing. I am deeply obliged, further-
more, to the anonymous readers for their crucial feedback. An earlier

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

Acknowledgements xi

version of parts of Chapter 3 appeared in ‘Printing empire: visual culture
and the imperial archive in seventeenth-century Venice’, Historical Fournal
59.3 (2016), published by Cambridge University Press.

As this manuscript goes to press, I feel inspired by the many committed
scholars, students, and activists challenging state-sanctioned violence,
mainstream media complicity with forever wars, and governments’ sup-
pression of free speech. I hope this book contributes to a deeper historical
understanding of the politics of information and the imperial regimes of
knowledge that have long underpinned military aggression, illegal occu-
pation, and dispossession.

Finally, I am grateful beyond measure to my family, whom I have been
waiting a long time to thank. Alexander Kazamias played a key role in
seeing this book to completion, not least by taking precious time out from
his own work to read endless drafts. Our twins, Maya and Stefan, may
have upset publication schedules but their playful recitations of Venetian
and Ottoman history titles echo all over these pages. I dedicate this book
to my parents, Despina and Alekos, for their constant love, care, and
supreme grandparenting; and to the memory of Yannis, missing all that’s
left unfinished.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

Chronology

1683
1684

1685

1686

168687

Xii

Second failed Ottoman siege of Vienna.

Holy League formed against the Ottoman empire at Linz:
Austria, Poland, Venice, the Papacy.

Start of Venetian campaigns in Greece: captain-general of
the sea Francesco Morosini takes the island of Santa Maura
(Lefkada) and the mainland port of Preveza in the Ionia Sea.
Venice signs military contracts with German princes of
Saxony and Hanover and Greeks of Epirus.

Titles of nobility put up for sale in Venice to raise money for
the war.

Conquest of Coron (Koroni) after a siege of forty-nine
days; occupation of the fortresses of Chelefa, Zarnata, and
Passava in the southern Morea (Peloponnese); Kalamata
surrenders to the Venetians.

Vincenzo Maria Coronelli appointed official cosmographer
of the Republic.

Swedish general Count Otto Wilhelm von Konigsmarck joins
Morosini and takes command of the Venetian land forces. He
is accompanied by his wife Catharina Charlotta and her
entourage, including lady-in-waiting Anna Akerhjelm,
whose writings are a key source for the campaigns.

Conquest of Old and New Navarino (Pylos), Modon
(Methoni), Napoli di Romania (Nafplio). Turkish inhabitants
are transferred to Alexandria, Derna, Tripoli, and the isle of
Tenedos, but Morosini retains all black slaves.

Festivities in Venice to celebrate the new conquests in the
Morea.

Plague in the Venetian army, which prevents the Maltese,
papal, and Florentine troops from joining Morosini’s forces
in the Morea.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

Chronology xiii

1687-1700

1688

1689-90

1690
1691
1692

1693

1694

1694-95
1695

1687 Occupation of Patras, the forts of Rumelia and Morea
in the Gulf of Corinth, Lepanto (Nafpaktos), Corinth,
Castel Tornese (Chlemoutsi), and Mystras.

Venetian invasion of Attica; four-day bombardment of the
Acropolis and destruction of the Parthenon; 3,000
Turkish inhabitants of Athens transferred to Smyrna
(Izmir), but 300 converted to Christianity and remained
in Athens.

Deposition of Sultan Mehmed IV; he is succeeded by his
brother Suleiman II.

Thousands of Greek refugees and immigrants from
Ottoman territories move to the Morea, encouraged by
Venetian authorities.

Removal of antiquities from the Parthenon and withdrawal
of the Venetian forces from Athens; transfer of Athenian
families to Aegina, Zante (Zakynthos), and the Morea.
Plague in Athens and the Morea.

Death of doge Marc’Antonio Giustinian; Morosini accedes
to the dogate.

Venetian bombardment of the port of Salonica
(Thessaloniki).

Failed Venetian siege of Negroponte (Evia).

Three Venetian magistrates (sindici catasticarort) sent to the
Morea to organise the administration of the peninsula.
Siege and capture of Malvasia (Monemvasia) by Girolamo
Corner.

Morosini returns to Venice to a hero’s welcome.

Suleiman II dies and is succeeded by his brother Ahmed II.
Failed Venetian attack on Canea (Chania), Crete.

Pietro Garzoni appointed official historiographer of the
Republic.

Morosini leaves Venice for the last time amidst popular
celebrations in St Mark’s square to resume command of
the army in the Morea.

Death of Morosini in Napoli di Romania; triumphal arch
built in his honour in the Sala dello Scrutinio in the Ducal
Palace.

Brief Venetian occupation and loss of the island of Chios.
Defeat of the Ottoman forces in the battle of Argos, Morea.
Ahmed II dies and Mustapha II enthroned as the new
sultan.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108971355
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-97135-5 — War, Communication, and the Politics of Culture in Early Modern Venice

Anastasia Stouraiti
Frontmatter
More Information

Xiv

1696

1698

1699

1705

1715

1718

Chronology

Venetian—Ottoman naval battle of Andros; inconclusive
outcome.

Venetian—Ottoman naval battle of Samothrace; inconclu-
sive outcome.

Treaty of Karlowitz: Venice confirms gain of the Kingdom
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campaign with an army of 100,000 men.

Treaty of Passarowitz: Venice loses the Morea back to the
Ottomans.
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