
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-95848-6 — Introducing Morphology
3rd Edition
Rochelle Lieber
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Preface to First Edition ix

Preface to Second Edition xii

Preface to Third Edition xiii

The International Phonetic Alphabet xiv

Point and Manner of Articulation of English Consonants and Vowels xv

1 What Is Morphology? 1

1.1 Introduction 2

1.2 What’s a Word? 3

1.3 Words and Lexemes, Types and Tokens 4

1.4 But Is It Really a Word? 5

1.5 Why Do Languages Have Morphology? 5

1.6 The Organization of This Book 7

Summary 8

Exercises 9

2 Words, Dictionaries, and the Mental Lexicon 11

2.1 Introduction 12

2.2 Why Not Check the Dictionary? 13

2.3 The Mental Lexicon 15

2.4 More about Dictionaries 25

Summary 33

Exercises 34

3 Lexeme Formation: The Familiar 35

3.1 Introduction 36

3.2 Kinds of Morphemes 36

3.3 Affixation 39

3.4 Compounding 50

3.5 Conversion 58

3.6 Marvelous Intricacies: How Affixation, Compounding,  

and Conversion Interact 60

3.7 Minor Processes 60

3.8 How To: Finding Data for Yourself 63

Summary 66

Exercises 67

4 Productivity and Creativity 71

4.1 Introduction 72

4.2 Factors Contributing to Productivity 73

4.3 Restrictions on Productivity 76

4.4 Ways of Measuring Productivity 77

Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108958486
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-95848-6 — Introducing Morphology
3rd Edition
Rochelle Lieber
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vi ConTenTs

4.5 Historical Changes in Productivity 79

4.6 Productivity versus Creativity 82

Summary 84

Exercises 84

5 Lexeme Formation: Further Afield 87

5.1 Introduction 88

5.2 How To: Morphological Analysis 89

5.3 Affixes: Beyond Prefixes and Suffixes 91

5.4 Internal Stem Change 95

5.5 Reduplication 96

5.6 Templatic Morphology 98

5.7 Subtractive Processes 100

Summary 101

Exercises 101

6 Inflection 105

6.1 Introduction 106

6.2 Types of Inflection 106

6.3 Inflection in English 119

6.4 Paradigms 123

6.5 Inflection and Productivity 126

6.6 Inherent versus Contextual Inflection 127

6.7 Inflection versus Derivation Revisited 128

6.8 How To: More Morphological Analysis 130

Summary 132

Exercises 133

7 Typology 137

7.1 Introduction 138

7.2 Universals and Particulars: A Bit of Linguistic History 138

7.3 The Genius of Languages: What’s in Your Toolkit? 139

7.4 Ways of Characterizing Languages 151

7.5 Genetic and Areal Tendencies 158

7.6 Typological Change 160

Summary 160

Exercises 161

8 Words and sentences: The Interface between 
Morphology and syntax 165

8.1 Introduction 166

8.2 Argument Structure and Morphology 166

8.3 On the Borders 172

8.4 Morphological versus Syntactic Expression 176

Summary 178

Exercises 178

www.cambridge.org/9781108958486
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-95848-6 — Introducing Morphology
3rd Edition
Rochelle Lieber
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents vii

 9 Sounds and Shapes: The Interface between 
Morphology and Phonology 181

9.1 Introduction 182

9.2 Allomorphy and Morphophonological Rules 182

9.3 Other Morphology–Phonology Interactions 190

9.4 How To: Morphophonological Analysis 193

9.5 Lexical Strata 197

Summary 201

Exercises 201

10 Theoretical Challenges 207

10.1 Introduction 208

10.2 The Nature of Morphological Rules 210

10.3 Lexical Integrity 214

10.4 Blocking, Competition, and Affix Rivalry 217

10.5 Constraints on Affix Ordering 219

10.6 Bracketing Paradoxes 221

10.7 The Nature of Affixal Polysemy 224

10.8 Reprise: What’s Theory? 226

Summary 226

Exercises 226

11 Theories of Morphology 229

11.1 Introduction 230

11.2 Distributed Morphology 231

11.3 Construction Morphology 234

11.4 Paradigm Function Morphology 238

11.5 Natural Morphology 240

11.6 Naïve Discriminative Learning 243

11.7 The Lexical Semantic Framework 245

11.8 A Brief Final Meditation on Theories 248

Further Reading 249

Glossary 251

References 265

Index 273

www.cambridge.org/9781108958486
www.cambridge.org

