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LIBERTY AND THE POLITICS OF THE FEMALE

VOICE IN EARLY STUART ENGLAND

The female voice was deployed by male and female authors alike to
signal emerging discourses of religious and political liberty in early
Stuart England. Christina Luckyj’s important new study focuses
critical attention on writing in multiple genres to show how, in the
coded rhetoric of seventeenth-century religious politics, the wife’s
conscience in resisting tyranny represents the rights of the subject,
and the bride’s militant voice in the Song of Songs champions
Christ’s independent jurisdiction. Revealing this gendered system of
representation through close analysis of writings by Elizabeth Cary,
Aemilia Lanyer, Rachel Speght, Mary Wroth and Anne Southwell,
Luckyj illuminates the dangers of essentializing female voices and
restricting them to domestic space. Through their connections with
parliament, with factional courtiers, or with dissident religious fig-
ures, major women writers occupied a powerful oppositional stance
in relation to early Stuart monarchs and crafted a radical new politics
of the female voice.

  is McCulloch Chair and Professor of English at
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. She is the author of “A
Winter’s Snake”: Dramatic Form in the Tragedies of John Webster
() and “A Moving Rhetoricke”: Gender and Silence in Early
Modern England () as well as editor of The White Devil ()
and The Duchess of Malfi: A Critical Guide (). She co-edited
(with Niamh J. O’Leary) The Politics of Female Alliance in Early
Modern England (), which won the Society for the Study of
Early Modern Women Award for Best Collaborative Project pub-
lished in . Her new Introduction to the New Cambridge
Shakespeare Othello (third edition) appeared in  and she is
currently editing The Winter’s Tale for the Cambridge Shakespeare
Editions.
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Notes on Texts

When citing early modern texts, I have retained the original spelling and
punctuation but have modernized u and v, i and j.

Unless otherwise stated, all biblical quotations are taken from The
Geneva Bible: A Facsimile of the  Edition (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, ).

Deletion of letters or words by erasure or by being crossed out in the
manuscript are indicated by angled brackets: < >.

“Canticles” is an alternative name for the Song of Songs, or the Song of
Solomon. All three names are used in the text.

References to the OED throughout the book are to the online version of
the Oxford English Dictionary.
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