
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94809-8 — Home Style Opinion
Joshua P. Darr , Matthew P. Hitt , Johanna L. Dunaway 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Elements in Politics and Communication
edited by

Stuart Soroka
University of Michigan

HOME STYLE OPINION

How Local Newspapers Can Slow
Polarization

Joshua P. Darr
Louisiana State University

Matthew P. Hitt
Colorado State University

Johanna L. Dunaway
Texas A&M University

www.cambridge.org/9781108948098
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94809-8 — Home Style Opinion
Joshua P. Darr , Matthew P. Hitt , Johanna L. Dunaway 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108948098

DOI: 10.1017/9781108950930

© Joshua P. Darr, Matthew P. Hitt, and Johanna L. Dunaway 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-94809-8 Paperback
ISSN 2633-9897 (online)
ISSN 2633-9889 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108948098
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94809-8 — Home Style Opinion
Joshua P. Darr , Matthew P. Hitt , Johanna L. Dunaway 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Home Style Opinion

How Local Newspapers Can Slow Polarization

Elements in Politics and Communication

DOI: 10.1017/9781108950930
First published online: March 2021

Joshua P. Darr
Louisiana State University

Matthew P. Hitt
Colorado State University

Johanna L. Dunaway
Texas A&M University

Author for correspondence: Joshua P. Darr, jdarr@lsu.edu

Abstract: Local newspapers can hold back the rising tide of political
division in America by turning away from the partisan battles in

Washington and focusing their opinion page on local issues. When
a local newspaper in California dropped national politics from its

opinion page, the resulting space filled with local writers and issues.
We use a preregistered analysis plan to show that after this

quasi-experiment, politically engaged people did not feel as far apart
from members of the opposing party, compared to those in a similar
community whose newspaper did not change. While it may not cure all
of the imbalances and inequities in opinion journalism, an opinion page
that ignores national politics could help local newspapers push back

against political polarization.
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