
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94796-1 — Viral Shakespeare
Pascale Aebischer 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Elements in Shakespeare Performance

edited by

W. B. Worthen
Barnard College

VIRAL SHAKESPEARE

Performance in the Time of Pandemic

Pascale Aebischer
University of Exeter

www.cambridge.org/9781108947961
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94796-1 — Viral Shakespeare
Pascale Aebischer 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,

New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108947961

DOI: 10.1017/9781108943482

© Pascale Aebischer 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-94796-1 Paperback

ISSN 2516-0117 (online)

ISSN 2516-0109 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of

URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108947961
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-94796-1 — Viral Shakespeare
Pascale Aebischer 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Viral Shakespeare

Performance in the Time of Pandemic

Elements in Shakespeare Performance

DOI: 10.1017/9781108943482

First published online: December 2021

Pascale Aebischer
University of Exeter

Author for correspondence: Pascale Aebischer, p.v.aebischer@exeter.ac.uk

Abstract: This Element offers a first-person phenomenological

history of watching productions of Shakespeare during the

pandemic year of 2020. The first section of the Element explores

how Shakespeare ‘went viral’ during the first lockdown of 2020 and

considers how the archival recordings of Shakespeare productions

made freely available by theatres across Europe and North

America impacted modes of spectatorship and viewing practices,

with a particular focus on the effect of binge watching Hamlet in

lockdown. The Element’s second section documents two made-for

-digital productions of Shakespeare by Oxford-based Creation

Theatre and Northern Irish Big Telly, two companies that became

leaders in digital theatre during the pandemic. It investigates how

their productions of The Tempest and Macbeth modelled new

platform-specific ways of engaging with audiences and creating

communities of viewing at a time when, in the United Kingdom,

government policies were excluding most non-building-based

theatre companies and freelancers from pandemic relief packages.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.cambridge.org/aebischer
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