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Abstract: This Element focuses on the development of drawing
(and painting) in childhood. The authors begin by examining children’s
representational drawing, a topic that has received wide attention from
the nineteenth century onward. They then turn to issues that have
received far less attention. They discuss the aesthetic property of

expression, weighing the claim that young children’s highly expressive
drawings bear an affinity to twentieth-century modernist art. They then
examine the function of drawing for children’s emotional development.

Next, looking at art prodigies, they turn to the how of drawing,
considering the relation of drawing talent to IQ and to visual–spatial
skills. Finally, they consider the relation between development and

education in art and how educators can best nurture children’s artistic
development.

This Element also has a video abstract: www.cambridge.org/winner

Keywords: drawing, visual art, representation, expression, aesthetic

© Ellen Winner and Jennifer E. Drake 2022

ISBNs: 9781108947725 (PB), 9781108937207 (OC)

ISSNs: 2632-9948 (online), 2632-993X (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781108947725
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-94772-5 — The Child as Visual Artist
Ellen Winner , Jennifer E. Drake 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

1 Introduction 1

2 Emergence and Development of Representational Drawing 4

3 External Influences on Representational Drawings 22

4 Aesthetic Properties of Children’s Drawings 27

5 Drawing as a Form of Emotion Regulation 45

6 The Case of Child Art Prodigies 50

7 The Relation between Development and Education in
Visual Art 65

8 Concluding Remarks 71

References 72

www.cambridge.org/9781108947725
www.cambridge.org

