Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-93193-9 — Ecosemiotics
Timo Maran

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Environmental Humanities
edited by

Louise Westling
University of Oregon

Serenella lovino
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Timo Maran
University of Tartu

ECOSEMIOTICS

The Study of Signs in Changing
Ecologies

Timo Maran
University of Tartu

5% CAMBRIDGE

%5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108931939
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-93193-9 — Ecosemiotics
Timo Maran

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108791502
DOI: 10.1017/9781108942850

© Timo Maran 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-93193-9 Paperback
ISSN 2632-3125 (online)
ISSN 2632-3117 (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108931939
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-93193-9 — Ecosemiotics
Timo Maran

Frontmatter

More Information

Ecosemiotics
The Study of Signs in Changing Ecologies
Elements in Environmental Humanities

DOI: 10.1017/9781108942850
First published online: November 2020

Timo Maran
University of Tartu

Author for correspondence: Timo Maran, timo.maran@ut.ee

Abstract: This Element provides an accessible introduction to ecosemiotics
and demonstrates its pertinence for the study of today's unstable
culture—nature relations. Ecosemiotics can be defined as the study of
sign processes responsible for ecological phenomena. The arguments
in this Element are developed in three steps that take inspiration from
both humanities and biological sciences: 1) Showing the diversity,
reach, and effects of sign-mediated relations in the natural
environment from the level of a single individual up to the functioning
of the ecosystem. 2) Demonstrating numerous ways in which
prelinguistic semiotic relations are part of culture and identifying
detrimental environmental effects that self-contained and purely
symbol-based sign systems, texts, and discourses bring along. 3)
Demonstrating how ecosemiotic analysis centered on models and
modeling can effectively map relations between texts and the natural
environment, or the lack thereof, and how this methodology can be
used artistically to initiate environmentally friendly cultural forms and
practices.
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