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abolition, 115–20
actions (activities), routine and

incremental, 104–7
advancement, 40
affluence, 63
agriculture, 70–73
agriculture, subsistence, 55, 58 see

also hunting–gathering
aid, mutual, 57
alienation, 121–28
Amazon, 137
amazonisation, 141–42, 158
animals, active, 100–1
division of labour, 103–4
rhythm, expression, drudgery,
101–2

routine and incremental action,
104–7

Aquinas, Thomas, 83
Art as Experience (Dewey), 100
artisans see craft production
autarchy, 54–59
authority, 44
automation, 134–40, 148
autonomy, 44
autotelic, 33–34
avarice, 25

balance, 61, 65
banks, 22, 56

behaviours, 3
Bell, Daniel, 98
benefits, 73
billionaires, 24
Boltanski, Luc, 99
boredom, 105, 118
Brecht, Bertolt, 111
breeding, animal, 67
bullshitisation, 147–58
Bullshit Jobs (Graeber), 147
bureaucratisation, 42
business, 143

callings, 95
Calvinism, 94–97
capacities, worker, 43
capitalism, 96, 99, 127
care, 128–32 see also tending
careers, 40–45
caring, 65–68
Chapiello, Ève, 99
childcare, 37–38
Christianity, 93
classes, 106
climate change, 161
Cockaigne, 116, 118
codes of practice, 41, 44
coercion, 71–72, 78–81, 98
collaboration, 108
commerce see craft production
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commitment, 41, 50
communities, 142
competition, 90, 142
concepts, 128–29
conflict, 106
consensus, political, 161
consumerism, 98
consumption, 54, 164
contexts, 88, 105, 107, 125, 149–51
control, 124
conveniences, 20
corvée, 71
costs, transport, 142
courage, 119
craft production, 52, 73–75
credit, 21–26, 56
Cultural Contradictions of

Capitalism, The (Bell), 98

Dante, Alighieri, 116
debts, 51, 57
dependency, 60
depression, 31
depressions, economic, 52
Descartes, René, 108–10, 113
desert, 11 see merit
desertification, 161
desires, 147
devices, tracking, 137
Dewey, John, 100, 116
Diderot, Denis, 118–19
diets, 63
Discipline and Punish (Foucault),

80

discontent, radical, 115
abolition, 115–20

alienation, 121–28
non-instrumental care,

128–32

discrepancies, 46
dissatisfaction see discontent,

radical
domestication, 67
donations, 49
Down and out in Paris and London

(Orwell), 136
drudgery, 101–2
Durkheim, Emile, 87
dystopian, 116–17

ecology, 128, 142, 161–62
economic systems, 50
efficiency, 135, 138, 147, 159
employers, 52
employment, 35, 106, 134, 138–39,

148 see also jobs
enjoyment, 120
entitlements, 106, 145
entrepreneurs, 96
environments, 101
natural, 159–61

envy, 91, 156
equality, 145
ethics, 45
exertion, 3, 5, 70
physical and moral, 9–13
see also holidays; idleness;
lazybones; play (pleasure);
retirement

expectations, 42–43, 51
exploitation, 102, 146
expression, 101
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Fairless Steel Works, 1, 91, 144
Féher, Ferenc, 152
flexibility, 140
food, 17, 61, 69
foraging see hunting–gathering
foresight, 82 see also reason
Forster, E.M., 117
Foucault, Michel, 80–81
Frankenstein (Shelley), 118
free choice, 49
French Revolution, 83

gender, 41
global warming, 161
goods, 27–33
Graeber, David, 147, 149, 156
guilt, 89

harm, 21, 142
health, soul, 33
Hegel, G.W.F., 82–83, 101, 118–20,

125

Heidegger, Martin, 128–31
Heine, Heinrich, 33
hedonism, 98
Heller, Agnes, 152
Hesiod, 89, 91, 145
hierarchies, 43
hoarding, 24, 60
Hobbes, Thomas, 63
holidays, 13–15
Homer, 88, 115
homes, 62
honoraria, 38, 51
housework, 8, 37–38
hunting–gathering, 38, 59–64

I and we, economics of, 107–8
appropriative I, 110–11
Descartes and Locke,
108–10

edifying variants, 111–14
ideology, 143–47
idleness, 13–15
incentives, 84–87
individuals, 18–21
inequalities, 160
interviews, 150

Jacques le fataliste (Diderot), 118
Japan, 154–56
jobs, 35–40, 138–39, 148–49, 152, 156,

163 see also bullshitisation

labour, 57
division of, 61, 103–4
industrial, 2

labourers, dependent, 38
Land of Cockaigne (Bruegel), 77
laziness, 11–12, 82
lazybones, 76
coercion, 78–81
incentives, 84–87
reasoning, 82–84
solidarity, 87–92
work-ethic, 92–99

Lectures on Aesthetics (Hegel),
101

leisure, 63
lies, 150
livestock, 64
Locke, John, 108–11
luxuries, 20, 98
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Machine Stops, The (Forster), 117
machines, 117, 125
Malthus, Thomas Robert, 162
Marx, Karl, 25, 98, 120, 122–23,

126–28, 139
masochism, 92
Masters, 120
mechanics and engineers, 1, 42
mechanisation, 117, 163
merit, 11
misers, 24
mobility, 106
Molière, 24
money (cash), 8, 21–26, 56, 68,

70, 73
Montaigne, 68
morality, 10–13, 113
motivation, 84, 95, 97, 146, 162
mottoes, 4
myths, 130

National Health Service (NHS),
115, 134

nature, 127, 129, 132 see also tending
necessities, 126–28
necessity, 5, 15–26, 63
needs, xiii
Nietzsche, Freidrich, 51, 92–93,

113

New Spirit of Capitalism, The

(Boltanski and Chapiello), 99

objectivity, 5, 26–34, 65
obligations, 72–73
obstacles, 100
organisations, 156

Orwell, George, 136
outsourcing, 140–42
ownership, 109

pandemics, 163
parasites, 19, 23, 68
pastoralism, 38, 64–70, 128, 131
peer pressure, 92
perversion, 26
personification, 132
Plato, 34, 65–66
play (pleasure), 7, 13–15
pointlessness see bullshitisation
politics, 122, 158–59
pollution, 161
poverty, 86
power, 24, 44, 57, 106, 123
precariousness, 134–40
predestination, 95
preferences, 147
prestige, 37, 39, 51
pride, 74–75
priests, 31, 48
privilege, 19
procedures, 33
production (productive processes),

3, 18, 25, 28, 30–32, 127, 160, 164
see also autotelic

professions, 41–45
property, 109
property, quality, 27, 109

prophets, 47
Protestanism, 94
public services, 159
punishment, 93–94
Puritans, 97

index

176

www.cambridge.org/9781108930611
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-93061-1 — A Philosopher Looks at Work
Raymond Geuss 
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

qualifications, 41
quality, 75, 141
questionnaires, 150

reason, 82–84
reciprocity, 57, 96
religion (god), 45, 57, 72, 93–94,

96–97, 122
vocations, 47, 49

renumeration, 37–39, 48, 51, 62, 144
see also stipends

Republic, The (Plato), 66
resentment, 157
resources, 160, 162
retainers, 38
retirement, 13–15, 48
rhythm, 60, 100–2, 136
Rimbaud, Arthur, 113
Robinson Crusoe, 56
rules, 62, 112, 114

Sahlins, Marshall, 63
salaries, 38, 144, 146
Schönberg, Arnold, 47
Scottish Enlightenment, 58
self-expression, 102
self-regulation, 44–45
seminars, training,

153–54

serfs, 38, 71–72
servants, 119–20
services, 27–33
sex industries, 39
shame, 88
Shelley, Mary, 118
skills, 40, 42, 49

slaves, 33, 38–39, 71, 86 see also

coercion
‘socialism, really existing’, 19
social pressures, 19
societies, 18–21, 49, 55, 57–58 see

also agriculture; craft
production; hunting-
gathering; pastoralism

Socrates, x
solidarity, 87–92
Southern Mesopotamia, 61
spaces, 3, 7, 36, 80
sports, 14
status, 37, 51, 72–73
stipends, 38, 48
strife, 89
strikes, industrial, 91
surpluses, 60, 65
surveillance, 137
surveys, 151
survival, 15
system, economic, 106

tasks, domestic, 38
taxation, 142, 159
techniques, scientific, 135
technologies, 99, 141, 161
temping, 39
tending, 129–32
Theocritus, 64
thought (thinking), 130
time, 50, 63
time-and-motion studies, 37, 135
training, 40, 45
trust, 23, 50–51
truth, 128
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unemployment, 164
usefulness, 151–52
uselessness see bullshitisation
utopia, 77, 116

variety in/of work, 103, 105–6, 154
Vergil, 47, 64
vocations, 45–52, 72
Voltaire, 129
volunteers, 37

wages (pay), 38, 40, 73
wants, 146–47
wealth, 65, 68, 145, 159
Weber, Max, 93–96, 98
jobs, 42, 46

welfare, 158
will, human, 126
work, 1–9
domestic, 38
exertion, 9–15
necessity, 15–17

objectivity, 26–34
work, future of, 133–34
automation and precariousness,

134–40

bullshitisation, 147–58
ideology, 143–47
outsourcing and amazonisation,

140–42

politics, 158–59
stories, 159–62

work, seasonal, 57
workaholics, 26
workers, 52, 90–91, 123, 125,

136

work-ethic, 92–99
work-forces, 135
working conditions, 99
workplaces, 62, 81, 151
worth, 94
wristbands, 137

zero hours contracts, 40
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