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Cities in a Sunburnt Country

As Australian cities face uncertain water futures, what insights can the

history of Aboriginal and settler relationships with water yield?

Residents have come to expect reliable, safe, and cheap water, but

natural limits and the costs of maintaining and expanding water net-

works are at odds with forms and cultures of urban water use. Cities in

a Sunburnt Country is the ûrst comparative study of the provision, use,

and social impact of water and water infrastructure in Australia’s ûve

largest cities. Drawing on environmental, urban, and economic history,

this co-authored book challenges widely held assumptions, both in

Australia and around the world, about water management, consump-

tion, and sustainability. From the ‘living water’ of Aboriginal cultures to

the rise of networked water infrastructure, the book invites us to take a

long view of how water has shaped our cities and how urban water

systems and cultures might weather a warming world.
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Coast, author of A River with a City Problem: A History of Brisbane
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Cambridge History of Australia (2013), Cambridge World History

(2015), and Cambridge Economic History of Australia (2015).

Andrea Gaynor is Professor of History and Australian Research

Council Future Fellow at The University of Western Australia. An

environmental historian, she seeks to use the contextualising and narra-

tive power of history to support transitions to more just and sustainable

societies.

Jenny Gregory, AM FRHS, is Emeritus Professor of History at The

University of Western Australia. Her research focuses on urban history,

primarily town planning and heritage. Her books include City of Light:

A History of Perth since the 1950s (2003) and, as editor-in-chief, the

Historical Encyclopedia of Western Australia (2009).
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