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POETRY AND POETICS IN THE PRESOCRATIC
PHILOSOPHERS

Of the Presocratic thinkers traditionally credited with the foundation
of Greek philosophy, Xenophanes, Parmenides and Empedocles are
exceptional for writing in verse. This is the first book-length literary-
critical study of their work. It locates the surviving fragments in their
performative and wider cultural contexts, applying intertextual and
intratextual analyses in order to reconstruct the significance and
impact they conveyed for ancient audiences and readers. Building
on insights from literary theory and the philosophy of literature, the
book sheds new light on these authors’ philosophical projects and
enriches our appreciation of their works as literary artefacts. It also
expands our knowledge of the genres in which they wrote, of the
literary culture of the Western Greek world, and of the development
of Greek poetics from the Archaic to the Classical periods, exposing
the influence of these thinkers on more famous Sophistic and Platonic
ideas about literature.

TOM MACKENZIE is a Research Fellow in the Department of Greek
and Latin at University College London.
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Note on Fragment Numbers

I generally refer to fragments and festimonia of the Presocratics and
Sophists using the numbering systems of both LM and DK, with the
LM number placed first. ‘P’, ‘D’ and ‘R’ numbers are from LM, whereas
‘A’ and ‘B’ numbers are from DK. Occasionally, it has not been possible to
include both, since some fragments and testimonia are only included in one
or other edition. A further complication is that the two editions do not
always divide the fragments in the same way: DK may include lines in
a fragment that are considered spurious by LM, and, in some cases, two
fragments that are kept separate in DK are joined together in LM (e.g.
Parmenides B7 and B8 in DK are treated in LM as a single passage, D8).
Where I only give the fragment numbers and a single line number, it can be
assumed that the extent of the fragment — and therefore the line number —
is the same in both editions. For instance, Xenophanes ‘D49=B34.4  refers
to line 4 of both D49 and B34, and the extent of the two fragments is
identical. Where I give two separate line numbers, this is not the case. For
instance, Parmenides D8.2=B7.2 refers to line 2 of D8, which is the same as
line 2 of By, but the two fragments are vastly different in extent, since D8
also includes the much longer B8.
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