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Tunisia’s Modern Woman

Claims over women’s liberation vocalized by Tunisia’s first president,
Habib Bourguiba began with legal reforms related to family law in 1956.
In this book, Amy Aisen Kallander uses this political appropriation of
women’s rights to look at the importance of women to post-colonial
state-building projects in Tunisia and how this relates to other state-
feminist projects across the Middle East and during the Cold War. Here
we see how the notion of modern womanhood was central to a range of
issues from economic development (via family planning) to intellectual life
and the growth of Tunisian academia. Looking at political discourse, the
women’s press, fashion, and ideas about love, the book traces how this
concept was reformulated by women through transnational feminist
organizing, and in the press, in ways that proposed alternatives to the
dominant constructions of state feminism.

AMY AISEN KALLANDER is Associate Professor of Middle East History
and affiliated faculty with the Women’s and Gender Studies Department at
Syracuse University. She is the author of Women, Gender, and the Palace
Households in Ottoman Tunisia (2013), and a contributor to The Making
of the Tunisian Revolution (2013) and A Companion to Global Gender
History (2020).
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The Global Middle East series seeks to broaden and deconstruct the geograph-
ical boundaries of the “Middle East” as a concept to include North Africa,
Central and South Asia, and diaspora communities in Western Europe and
North America. The series features fresh scholarship that employs theoretically
rigorous and innovative methodological frameworks resonating across rele-
vant disciplines in the humanities and the social sciences. In particular, the
general editors welcome approaches that focus on mobility, the erosion of
nation-state structures, travelling ideas and theories, transcendental techno-
politics, the decentralization of grand narratives, and the dislocation of ideolo-
gies inspired by popular movements. The series will also consider translations
of works by authors in these regions whose ideas are salient to global scholarly
trends but have yet to be introduced to the Anglophone academy.

Other books in the series:

1. Transnationalism in Iranian Political Thought: The Life and Times of Ahmad
Fardid, Ali Mirsepassi

2. Psycho-nationalism: Global Thought, Iranian Imaginations, Arshin Adib-
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Political Economy of the Contemporary Middle East, Adam Hanieh
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Mirsepassi

6. Foreign Policy as Nation Making: Turkey and Egypt in the Cold War,
Reem Abou-El-Fadl
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Eskandar Sadeghi-Boroujerdi
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8. Creating the Modern Iranian Woman: Popular Culture between Two
Revolutions, Liora Hendelman-Baavur
9. Iran’s Quiet Revolution: The Downfall of the Pahlavi State, Ali Mirsepassi
10. Reversing the Colonial Gaze: Persian Travelers Abroad, Hamid Dabashi
11. Israel’s Jewish Identity Crisis: State and Politics in the Middle East,
Yaacov Yadgar
12. Temporary Marriage in Iran: Gender and Body Politics in Modern Persian
Film and Literature, Claudia Yaghoobi
13. Cosmopolitan Radicalism: The Visual Politics of Beirut’s Global Sixties,
Zeina Maasri
14. Anticolonial Afterlives in Egypt: The Politics of Hegemony, Sara Salem
15. What is Iran? Domestic Politics and International Relations, Arshin Adib-
Moghaddam
16. Art and the Arab Spring: Aesthetics of Revolution and Resistance in
Tunisia and Beyond, Siobhan Shilton
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Note on the Text

Transliteration systems not only change over time but depend on
linguistic conventions in two languages. For research focusing on
Tunisia, many sources follow a French orthography. I have adopted
a modified approach with a simplified version of the IJMES transliter-
ation system for texts. For proper names of well-known figures, I have
included both the French-inspired transliteration and one based on the
IJMES system. For place names, I generally utilize IJMES standards as
they fall closer to the names by which these places are known to
Tunisians (Halq al-Wad and not La Goulette). Unless otherwise noted,
translations from Arabic and French are my own.
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