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Rethinking Liberty before Liberalism

Opening up new histories of freedom and republicanism, this book builds
on Quentin Skinner’s ground-breaking Liberty before Liberalism nearly
twenty-five years after its initial publication. Leading historians and
philosophers reveal the neo-Roman conception of liberty that Skinner
unearthed as a normative and historical hermeneutic tool of enormous,
ongoing power. The volume thinks with neo-Romanism to offer reinter-
pretations of individual thinkers, such as Montaigne, Grotius and Locke.
It probes the role of neo-Roman liberty within hierarchies and structures
beyond that of citizen and state – namely, gender, slavery and democracy.
Finally, it reassesses the relationships between neo-Romanism and other
languages in the history of political thought: liberalism, conservatism,
socialism and the human rights tradition. The volume concludes with a
major reappraisal by Skinner himself.

Hannah Dawson is Senior Lecturer in the History of Political Thought
at King’s College London. She is an expert on early modern thought
and the history of feminism. Her previous publications include Locke,

Language and Early Modern Philosophy (2007), Life Lessons from Hobbes

(2013) and The Penguin Book of Feminist Writing (2021), as well as
numerous scholarly articles. She is a regular contributor to radio, tele-
vision and festivals.

Annelien de Dijn is Professor of Modern Political History at Utrecht
University. She is the author of French Political Thought fromMontesquieu

to Tocqueville (2008) and Freedom: An Unruly History (2020) which was
awarded the 2021 PROSE Prize in Philosophy by the American
Association of Publishers.
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ren é koekkoek

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108844567
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84456-7 — Rethinking Liberty before Liberalism
Edited by Hannah Dawson , Annelien de Dijn 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Part III Traditions 155

8 Beyond the ‘Wretched Subterfuge’: Liberalism, Freedom,
and Responsibility 157
eric nelson

9 ‘A Just and True Liberty’: The Idea of (Neo-Roman)
Freedom in Francophone Counter-Revolutionary
Thought (c. 1780–1800) 178
matthijs lok

10 Chains and Invisible Threads: Liberty and Domination
in Marx’s Account of Wage-Slavery 194
bruno leipold

11 Neo-Roman Liberty in the Philosophy of Human Rights 215
lena halldenius

Conclusion: On Neo-Roman Liberty: A Response
and Reassessment 233
quentin skinner

Bibliography 267
Index 295

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108844567
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84456-7 — Rethinking Liberty before Liberalism
Edited by Hannah Dawson , Annelien de Dijn 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

2.1 The triumph of the freedom of conscience and religion
over tyranny. The five female figures pulling the triumphal
car represent the virtues of love, justice, fidelity, concord,
and constancy. Drawing by Christoffel Pierson (1675).
Photo courtesy of the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam page 41

2.2 The Arminian shit-car, in a print from 1618, on the way
to Rome. The hapless driver, seeking to steer the two
horses representing discord, is Uytenbogaert (figure A).
The sitters include Arminius as figure B, and, in the back
of the car, Coornhert as figure H. Two Jesuits, marked
as figures K, are their dodgy counselors and, right at the
left side of the print, Oldenbarnevelt (marked as figure O)
shows the way, holding a burning torch. The true Reformed
Minister on the right side (figure M) refuses to get
on board. Photo courtesy of the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 55

2.3 On Monday, 22 March 1621, Hugo Grotius hid himself
in a chest. Instead of returning books, Grotius used the
bookchest to escape from his prison. The designer of this
image of the moment Grotius steps into the bookchest, assisted
by his wife, who invented the plot, is Jacobus Buys.
The printmaker is Reinier Vinkeles. The print is from
the second half of the eighteenth century. Photo courtesy
of the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 56
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