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Marx in the Anthropocene

Facing global climate crisis, Marx’s ecological critique of capitalism more clearly 
demonstrates its importance than ever. Marx in the Anthropocene explains why 
Marx’s ecology had to be marginalized, and even suppressed by Marxists after 
his death, throughout the 20th century. Marx’s ecological critique of capitalism, 
however, revives in the Anthropocene against dominant productivism and monism. 
Investigating new materials published in the complete works of Marx and Engels 
(Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe), Kohei Saito offers a wholly novel idea of Marx’s 
alternative to capitalism that should be adequately characterized as degrowth 
communism. This provocative interpretation of the late Marx sheds new light on 
recent debates on the relationship between society and nature and invites readers 
to envision a post-capitalist society without repeating the failure of the actually 
existing socialism of the 20th century.

Saito Kohei is an associate professor at the University of Tokyo. His book 
Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism: Capital, Nature and the Unfinished Critique of Political 
Economy (2017) won the Deutscher Memorial Prize. His second book, Hitoshinsei 
no Shihonron [Capital in the Anthropocene] (2020), has sold over 500,000 copies 
in Japan and received the Asia Book Award, 2021.
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While working towards the completion of this project since 2017, I have received 
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been presented at meetings of the Historical Materialism Conference (London), 
the Japan Society of Political Economy (Tokyo) and Marx-Collegium (Toronto). 
My deepest gratitude goes to Marcello Musto, who is a close collaborator on 
my important projects. I attended several key international conferences that 
he organized at York University (2017), ADRI in Patna, India (2018), and the 
University of Pisa (2019). Through these conferences, I had the opportunity to 
share my thoughts with other scholars and develop my ideas significantly. The 
publication of this book is an outcome of the support received from the Social 
Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), Partnership 
Development Grant (890-2020-0091), ‘The Global History of Karl Marx’s 
Capital ’, which is also a collaborative project with Marcello Musto.

Vishwas Satgar and Michelle Williams at Witts University kindly invited 
me to Johannesburg for a week to give three lectures there in the summer of 
2018. Leslie Esther and Alex Colas organized my visit to London to receive the 
Deutsche Memorial Prize awarded to my previous book Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism 
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November 2018. I also want to thank Markus Gabriel and Sebastian Breu for 
organizing an international conference at the University of Bonn in June 2019, 
in which I presented the chapter on Georg Lukács. Sighard Neckel also invited 
me to an annual conference, ‘Unsustainable Past – Sustainable Future?’, at the 
University of Hamburg, which gave me an invaluable chance to discuss the 
relationship between Marxian economics and degrowth in the age of ecological 
crisis. In addition, the book is greatly indebted to Seongjing Jeong, who in 2018 
kindly invited me to join a Korean research group for Social Science of Korea 
for ‘Postcapitalism and the Innovation of Marxism’ funded by the Ministry of 
Education of the Republic of Korea and the National Research Foundation of 
Korea (NRF-2021S1A3A2A02096299). International research with Korean 
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Some of the main ideas were developed during the preparation of my previous 
book Hitoshinsei no Shihonron (Capital in the Anthropocene) (Tokyo: Shueisha, 
2020), which turned out to be unexpectedly popular in Japan, selling half a 
million copies. I owe its great success to my editor Yuka Hattori, who devoted 
an enormous amount of time and energy to the book. Part of the current book 
can be regarded as a more rigorous and academic version of the Japanese book, 
and its clarity comes from her editorial assistance. Obviously, the current book 
is not a translation of the previous Japanese book. Rather, it builds on wholly 
new arguments with a more careful reading of materials and the reconstruction of 
key debates on Marxian ecology in recent years. Anwesha Rana from Cambridge 
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last stage of book production. Furthermore, Jacob Blumenfeld kindly helped me 
translate some German texts into English. All remaining errors are, however, my 
own. 

I thank all publishers and editors for permission to draw on material from 
the following articles in the preparation of the indicated chapters. The content is 
significantly modified, enlarged and updated for the current book:

 •  Chapter 1, ‘Marx’s Theory of Metabolism in the Age of Global Ecological 
Crisis’, Historical Materialism 28, no 2 (2020): 3–24.

 •  Chapter 2, ‘Marx & Engels: The Intellectual Relationship Revisited 
from an Ecological Perspective’, in Marx’s Capital after 150 Years Critique 
and Alternative to Capitalism, ed. Marcello Musto (London: Routledge, 
2020), 167–83.

 •  Chapter 7, ‘Primitive Accumulation as the Cause of Economic and 
Ecological Disaster’, in Rethinking Alternatives with Marx, ed. Marcello 
Musto (New York: Palgrave, 2021), 93–112.

Finally, it would have been impossible to complete the project without my family, 
Mao, Lichto and Lisa, who always supported and encouraged this project and 
gave me the passion to envision a better world in this dark time.

www.cambridge.org/9781108844154
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84415-4 — Marx in the Anthropocene
Kohei Saito
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Capital I    Karl Marx, Capital, vol. 1, trans. Ben Fowkes (London: 
Penguin, [1890] 1976).

Capital II   Karl Marx, Capital, vol. 2, trans. Ben Fowkes (London: 
Penguin, [1890] 1976).

Capital III    Karl Marx, Capital, vol. 3, trans. David Fernbach (London: 
Penguin, [1894] 1981).

Grundrisse    Karl Marx, Grundrisse: Foundations of the Critique of Political 
Economy (Rough Draft), trans. Martin Nicolaus (London: 
Penguin, [1857–8] 1973).

IISG Sig B 91  Internationaale Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis, Karl 
Marx – Friedrich Engels Papers, Teil B Exzerpte von Karl 
Marx, Nr. 91.

MECW 12    Karl Marx and Frederich Engels, Collected Works, vol. 12  
(New York: International Publishers, 1975–2004).

MEGA II/10   Karl Marx and Frederich Engels, Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe, 
section II, volume 10 (Berlin: Dietz Verlag, Akademie Verlag, 
De Gruyter, 1975–).

MEW 1     Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Werke, vol. 1 (Berlin: Dietz 
Verlag, 1956–68).

Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781108844154
www.cambridge.org

