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Absalom, Absalom! (Faulkner), 149, 169
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain), 114
African Americans, 56, 60, 64, 66, 67, 114
agriculture. See farming
Allee, Walter Clyde, 30
Almazán, Juan Andreu, 170, 180
America Hispana (Frank), 152, 163, 233
Anderson, Sherwood, 21, 23
anger, 7, 135, 189
animals, 2, 74, 84. See also species

as characters, 77, 80
cf. humans, 73, 74, 79, 81, 100, 165
collecting, 157
colonial, 153, 157
critical study of, 74, 85, 93
emergence into, 85, 87
marine, 31, 34, 159, 165

Anzaldúa, Gloria, 148, 151, 154, 155, 165
Arendt, Hannah, 191
Asian Americans, 2, 68, 194–95

as “Yellow Peril,” 194
attention, 31, 33, 34, 35, 70. See also curiosity
Austin, Mary, 46, 105

Bailey, Margery, 19, 24, 25
Barthes, Roland, 7, 71
“Bartleby the Scrivener” (Melville), 83
Beats (counterculture movement), 196
Beckett, Samuel, 109, 122, 123
becoming-animal, 85, 86, 87
behaviorism, 76, 79, 80, 87, 184. See also Mind:

Theory of
Beitler, Lawrence, 61, 65
Benjamin, Walter, 124
Benton, Thomas Hart, 25, 39, 133
biology, 14, 41, 87, 148, 150, 156

marine, 84, 153, 159
Black Beauty (Anna Sewell), 75
Boodin, John Elof, 163

borderlands (consciousness), 148, 149, 151, 153,
154, 163, 165

Borderlands/La Frontera (Anzaldúa), 148
“Breakfast,” 7–12
Bristol, Horace, 34, 138
Burbank, Luther, 97
Burroughs, William S., 196

Cage, John, 3, 161
California, 5, 10, 45, 102
Baja, 152, 171, 180
climate of, 37, 43
eugenics in, 97, 98
Greater, 12
Gulf of, 153, 155, 167, 179, 180
labor conditions in, 10, 14, 141, 143, 145, 194

camp (behavior), 115, 117, 124, 125
Campbell, Joseph, 47
Cannery Row
Asian Americans in, 194–95
form of, 195–98

Carpenter, Philip (conchologist), 158
Carpentier, Alejo, 26, 29, 39
“Case History,” 56, 57, 58, 64, 65
Cather, Willa, 67
Chaplin, Charlie, 112
character (literary), 28, 39, 49, 51, 115
animals as, 77, 80
in Grapes of Wrath, 131, 132, 135

Chase, Stuart, 152, 163
children, 75, 106, 124, 127
psychology of, 75, 109

Chinese. See Asian Americans
“Chrysanthemums, The,” 91–97
reactions to, 91, 96

Civilization and Climate (Huntington), 44
class, social, 9, 61, 68, 71, 112, 198
cf. disability, 113

Clavigero, Francisco Javier, 165
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climate, 2, 43–47
and drought, 37, 42, 46, 49, 52, 104
and race, 36, 45, 46
and weather, 44, 45
change, 46
fiction (“Cli-Fi”), 46

Cochran, Cathy (Judge), 108, 110, 111
collecting, 157, 158, 159
Collins, Tom, 138
colonialism, 167, 168, 178, 182, 188, 189, 190. See

also Global South
Conger, Gwyn, 183
Cortázar, Julio, 34, 71
Covici, Pascal, 144
Cowley, Malcolm, 12, 192, 198
criticism (on Steinbeck), 1, 17, 110, 130
negative, 5, 16, 31, 37, 73, 109, 117, 118, 150, 192

Cup of Gold, 149
curiosity, 17, 30, 34, 35. See also attention

Darwin, Charles, 85, 156
Decline of the West, The (Oswald Spengler), 196
Deleuze, Gilles, 85, 86
description, 133
and death, 161
cf. narration, 68, 69, 158, 164, 178
of species, 156–60, 164
slow, 131–32
violent, 135

Dewey, John, 77, 172
disability, 110, 115, 122
aesthetic, 121, 124, 128
cf. social class, 113
mental, 67, 108, 109, 124
physical, 110

documentary, 104, 138, 170–79
Dos Passos, John, 140
drama (theatrical), 117–22
drought. See climate

East of Eden, 195
ecology, 2, 30, 152, 153, 156, 157, 160
and environment, 40, 44
deep, 154
of intertidal zone, 152

education, 30, 77, 101, 106, 108, 148, 178, 185
institution of, 24, 172

Eliot, T. S., 47
emergence, 5, 15, 29, 62, 99, 130
as flow, 196, 197
in Grapes of Wrath, 130–33, 135, 136, 143, 146
into animals, 85, 86, 87
revolutionary, 191

Endgame (Beckett), 109, 122
environment. See ecology
eugenics, 14, 45, 97, 98, 102, 110, 125
and marriage, 98, 100, 102

expressionism, abstract, 197
extinction, 156
of species, 2, 149, 161–64
self, 163

failure
aesthetic, 110, 118, 122, 123–28
of social intervention, 174, 178
ontological, 78, 80
philosophical, 139–41, 144
writing as, 137

farming, 14, 90, 92, 97, 98, 106
Fascism, 145, 170, 177
Faulkner, William, 2, 3, 12, 14, 18, 19, 109, 168,

169, 188
Fellahin (people), 196
Fernández, Emilio, 179, 181, 182, 185, 191
Fiedler, Leslie, 1, 3, 17, 114, 144
Figueroa, Gabriel, 179, 182
film
and social change, 174, 189, 191
documentary, 170–79
Mexican style of, 179, 182

“Fingers of Cloud,” 36
“Flight,” 56, 187
food, 4, 7, 10, 11, 103
Forgotten Village, The, 170–79, 181
manuscript of, 174–78

form (literary), 4, 15, 117–22, 128, 148, 156
and Russian Formalism, 20, 25

Frank, Waldo, 152, 163, 233
Frazer, James, 47

gardening, 89, 92, 98–100, 101
Geertz, Clifford, 158
gender, 9, 29, 35, 92, 95, 155, 182, 193
and masculinity, 102, 105, 106, 114, 116, 131

Gide, André, 21
Global South, 2, 149, 168–70, 188. See alsoMexico
Gordimer, Nadine, 71
Grapes ofWrath, The, 1, 2, 4, 76, 103–7, 147, 170
emergence in, 130–33, 135, 143, 146
ending of, 143–46
failure in, 139–41
film of, 138
physical objects in, 133–35
public sphere in, 143–46
sentimentalism in, 4–7
social philosophy of, 136–41
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whiteness in, 141–43
Great Depression, 11, 103, 129, 130, 194
Guattari, Félix, 85, 86, 93

happiness, 7, 11, 196
“Harness, The,” 95
Hart, Brooke, 54
Hemingway, Ernest, 2, 5, 58, 74
Henning, Carol (Steinbeck), 55, 92, 155
Holmes, John Maurice, 54, 61
homosexuality, 70, 116–17
Hoover, Herbert, 56
horticulture. See gardening
humans

and post-humanism, 74, 93, 155, 159, 161
as species, 14, 148, 156, 158, 159
cf. animals, 74, 79, 81, 87, 100, 166
cf. plants, 90, 92, 94, 96, 104, 106
cf. things, 83, 134, 155, 184
crisis of, 129
failed, 78, 80
theorized in Grapes of Wrath, 136

Huntington, Ellsworth, 43, 44, 46

immigration, 14, 98, 141
In Dubious Battle, 2, 4, 8, 12, 111, 116
indigenous peoples, 23, 26, 39, 53, 82, 87

Mexican, 162–65, 168, 171, 172, 175
music of, 183
political movement of, 181, 182, 190

intelligence, 101, 109, 115
testing, 110

interdisciplinarity, 2, 148, 156

James, Henry, 28, 118
James, William, 76
Jeffers, Robinson, 155
“Johnny Bear,” 66–72
Jordan, David Starr, 98

Kafka, Franz, 85
Kaufman, George S., 126
Kerouac, Jack, 196
kitsch, 109, 124, 125
Kline, Herbert, 170, 171, 175, 178

Land of Little Rain, The (Austin), 46, 105
Lange, Dorothea

“Bindle-stiff,” 111
“Cowboy bringing cattle,” 82
“Drought refugees,” 141
“Filipinos cutting lettuce,” 90
“Migrant Mother,” 9

“Wife of a migratory laborer,” 104
Lawrence, D. H., 23
Light in August (Faulkner), 169
Lippmann, Walter, 138, 139, 146
London, Jack, 73, 74, 75
loneliness, 27, 57, 71, 83, 114, 118
Long Valley, The, 73
manuscript of, 56, 59, 67

Lorentz, Pare, 104
Luce, Claire, 127
Lukács, Georg, 158, 164
lynching, 54–55, 58, 59–66, 128
of Thomas Shipp and Abram Smith, 61
photography, 60, 61, 63
souvenirs, 65
Writers League Against, 64

magical realism, 25–26, 28, 38–40, 41, 42, 47, 49,
51, 52, 133, 153

Márquez, Gabriel García, 168
McIntosh, Mavis, 42, 148
McWilliams, Carey, 142, 151
medievalism, 18, 74, 79
Melville, Herman, 83, 101
metafiction, 5, 8, 11, 23, 27, 76, 131, 185, 195
Mexican Americans, 10, 14, 52, 56, 82, 142, 149,

150–51, 169, 187
Mexican Revolution, 152, 169, 170, 181, 189, 190
Mexico, 2, 148–49, 152, 168. See alsoGlobal South
cf. United States, 152, 163
film industry in, 179, 182
politics in, 170–72, 180, 188–91

middlebrow, 3, 7, 146, 198
“Migrant Mother” (Lange), 9
migrant workers, 7, 8, 10, 12, 36, 111, 138, 141, 143
Mills, C. Wright, 139
mimesis. See description
Mind
eastern philosophy of, 194, 196, 198
extended, 184, 186, 189, 191
theory of, 76, 80, 87. See also behaviorism
unconscious, 41, 47, 154, 161

Mirrielees, Edith, 19, 20, 21, 24, 28, 33
Moby-Dick (Melville), 101, 195
modernism, 5, 47, 109, 122, 123, 128, 168
Modotti, Tina, 31
Moore, Harry Thornton, 12, 18
music, 161, 183, 185
myth, 22, 25, 36, 39, 47

Nagel, Thomas, 92
narration, 87, 130, 172, 174, 175, 194
cf. description, 68, 69, 158, 164, 178
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narration (cont.)
episodic, 150, 196
unreliable, 69

Native Americans. See indigenous peoples
natural history, 157, 158, 166
naturalism, 73, 75, 90, 110, 117, 128, 164, 187
New Deal, 29, 104, 106, 129, 143
Nobel Prize for Literature, 1
non-teleological thinking, 123, 144, 153, 154–56,

161, 163, 164, 195
Norris, Frank, 73, 75
North from Mexico (McWilliams), 151
nostalgia, 7, 10, 87, 193
novel (genre), 71, 148, 170
and drama, 117–22

objects (physical), 38, 47, 50, 155, 163
cf. humans, 83, 134, 184
in Grapes of Wrath, 132, 133–35

observation, 30, 32, 33, 155
of species, 30, 148, 159, 165

O’Connor, Frank, 27
Of Mice and Men
and death penalty, 108
as play-novel, 117–22, 127, 182
Black characters in, 114
Broadway play of, 126–28
ethics in, 111, 125, 127
failure of, 109, 110, 115, 118, 123–28
film version of, 122
queerness in, 116–17
weak theory in, 111, 113

Okies. See migrant workers
Orozco, José Clemente, 179, 181
Otis, Elizabeth, 143, 148

Paalen, Wolfgang, 197
paisanos. See Mexican Americans
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 26, 150
Pastures of Heaven, The, 18–19, 21
Tularecito in, 22–29

Pearl, The, 15, 63
film version of, 179, 181
original folktale of, 180
Orozco’s illustrations in, 181, 185
politics of, 188–91
transmediation in, 182–85

“Pepper No. 30” (Weston), 95, 96
performance, 9, 68, 116, 117, 120
theatrical, 118

Perla, La (film). See Pearl, The
phalanx (theory), 46, 62, 85, 86, 111, 161, 184
racial, 40, 58, 59, 66, 84

photography, 31, 33, 34, 59, 67, 68, 138
and short stories, 34, 70, 71
animal, 158
drought, 104
flash, 63, 64, 188
lynching, 60, 61, 62, 63
plant, 95
shell, 31, 165
underwater, 186

place. See West, American
planetarity, 154, 155, 160
plants, 90, 93–97, 107. See also vegetables
and post-humanism, 93, 94, 95, 97, 99
as rhizomes, 93, 94
cf. humans, 92, 93, 97, 104
critical study of, 93
language of, 93, 94
photography of, 95

Plow That Broke the Plains, The (Lorentz),
104, 106

Poe, Edgar Allan, 20, 23, 70
point of view, 28, 30, 63
omniscient, 68
uncertain, 186, 187

politics, 2, 129
Mexican, 170–72, 180, 188–91
of public sphere, 137–40, 143–46

Popenoe, Paul, 98, 101
poverty, 106, 107, 164, 165, 168, 185, 188
propaganda, 139, 144. See also public sphere
public sphere, 137–40
in Grapes of Wrath, 143–46

queerness. See homosexuality

race, 14, 29, 35, 60, 83, 98, 155
ambivalence concerning, 2, 149, 194, 195
and climate, 36, 45, 46
and environment, 40
cf. species, 162
intermixture, 18, 26, 70, 114
psychopathology, 41, 42, 49, 51, 52, 53
suicide, 101, 102
white, 4, 10, 36, 70, 71, 87, 101, 103, 115, 141–43

racism, 23, 61, 64, 66, 69, 72, 86, 87, 128, 150, 165
Red Pony, The, 73, 75, 87
“The Gift” in, 76–80
“The Great Mountains” in, 81–83
“The Leader of the People” in, 83–88
“The Promise” in, 80–81

Redfield, Robert, 172
regionalism (art movement), 25
Reinhardt, Ad, 197
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renunciation, 189, 191, 198
Ricketts, Edward F., 18, 40, 84, 148, 181

and “breaking through,” 30, 92, 154
and Forgotten Village, 178
Monterey laboratory of, 30

Roh, Franz, 38
Rolph, James Jr. (California governor), 54, 56
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 138
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, 56
Rothstein, Arthur

“Bleached skull of a steer,” 48
“Corn suffering from drought,” 104

“Saint Katy the Virgin,” 60, 74
Salinas, CA, 12, 90, 92

and Steinbeck Country, 12–14, 18
San Jose, CA, 54, 58, 60, 61, 64
Sanchez, George I., 151
scale, 38, 40, 42, 49, 50, 51, 133, 154, 160,

small, 104, 105
science, 3, 14, 25, 171. See also biology

writing, 156
Scranton, Roy, 163, 193
sea, 151, 153

as intertidal zone, 148, 152
under, 186

Sea of Cortez (Steinbeck and Ricketts), 31, 144,
168, 180

description in, 156–60
extinction in, 161–64
philosophy of, 153–56

sentimentalism, 3, 5, 111, 113, 128
sexuality, 33, 69, 94, 95, 100, 127, 166. See also

homosexuality
Shakespeare, William, 22
shame, 78, 79, 80
Sheffield, Carlton (“Dook”), 40, 84, 147
short story (genre), 20–22, 23, 27, 28, 30, 65,

66, 102
and photography, 34, 70, 71
cf. novel, 34, 71
cycle, 21, 27, 28

“Snake, The,” 30–35
Sontag, Susan, 71, 115
sound. See music
Sound and the Fury, The (Faulkner), 109
species, 2, 66, 74, 87, 102

cf. race, 162
change, 147, 155, 161, 162
consciousness, 92, 156, 159, 164
description, 156–60, 164
extinction, 161–64
interrelation, 81, 153, 156, 159, 160, 164, 166

Stanford University, 14, 19, 24, 27, 98, 110, 137,
153, 174

Stegner, Wallace, 46
Stewart, Susan, 65, 158, 159
Stryker, Roy, 104
Studies in Classic American Literature (Lawrence),

23, 101
supernatural, 8, 25, 26
Swope, John, 34
symbolism, 7, 34, 48, 51, 99, 101, 102,

133, 195

Taylor, Paul S., 104, 150
Terman, Lewis, 110
theater, 118, 126–28
San Francisco workers’, 118

Their Blood Is Strong, 141, 145
things. See objects (physical)
Thurmond, Thomas Harold, 54, 61
time, 39, 53, 152, 163
deep, 44, 160
future, 185, 188, 191
slowness of, 135

To a God Unknown, 37–38
early draft of, 43
race in, 49–53

Tortilla Flat, 149, 150
Training of the Human Plant, The (Burbank), 98
Tramping With Tramps (Josiah Flynt), 116
transmediation, 117–22, 138, 180, 181, 182–85, 191
trauma, 58, 88, 193
trees, 39, 43, 45, 47, 89, 97
Turner, Frederick Jackson, 86
Twain, Mark, 23

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe), 5

Van Doren, Mark, 118
vegetables, 89, 90, 107
“Vigilante, The,” 55, 59–66, 70
violence, 27, 42, 60, 64, 79, 80, 82, 89, 136, 193
of description, 165
slow, 136, 139

Viva Zapata! (film), 169, 190

Wagner, Jack, 179, 189
Waiting for Godot (Beckett), 109, 122
Waste Heritage (Irene Baird), 116
water, 46, 51, 52, 105, 171
Wayward Bus, The, 169
weather. See climate
Weedpatch (Government camp), 138, 139
Welty, Eudora, 70
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West, American, 12, 14, 18, 36, 82, 98, 130, 131
climate of, 46
colonization of, 86, 87, 141

Weston, Edward, 31, 95
“Pepper No. 30,” 95
“Shells,” 31, 34

“What Is It Like to Be a Bat?”
(Nagel), 92

“White Quail, The,” 98–103
whiteness. See race
Whitman, Walt, 93
Wiggins, Blind Tom, 67
Wilson, Edmund, 2, 12, 73, 90, 109, 113
Winesburg, Ohio (Anderson), 116
Winter, Ella, 10

Woman’s Home Companion, 179, 181, 190
Wood, Grant, 25
work, 4, 13, 57, 92
World War I, 58, 104, 150
World War II, 89, 147, 170, 179, 193
writing, 25
as compulsion, 24, 78
coauthored, 153, 154
process, 40, 57, 59, 75, 131, 137
scientific, 156
teaching of, 19, 20, 24, 28

Xantus, John, 166

Zapata, Emiliano, 169, 189, 190
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