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PREFACE

The Diuinatio in Caecilium is usually circulated in modern edi-
tions along with the voluminous speeches against Gaius Verres.
Cicero’s colourful caricatures of Rome’s poster child for mal-
administration and his depictions of provincial government
often dominate the reader’s view; the Diuinatio itself is often
skipped over. Yet it is a speech unlike any other from Antiquity.
It is our sole surviving example of the Roman legal procedure
of diuinatio, in which potential prosecutors made their claims
to indict the accused, and in no other speech does Cicero call
such attention to his rhetorical methods of persuasion or seem
so self-consciously literary in his publication. He delights in the
generic ambiguity of the diuinatio. And in the hands of such a
master of persuasion, we should avoid the common pitfall of
assuming this speech to be representative of its kind.

This new commentary and critical edition aims to return the
Diuinatio to the scholarly main, to question the assumptions
that have been made about legal procedure and representation
as drawn from the speech, and to present a more complete
assessment of the challenges confronted and strategies deployed
by the young orator. A new text and critical edition have been
prepared in light of recent manuscript discoveries and rely on a
full collation of the major witnesses to the tradition.

This volume began in part as a doctoral dissertation at the
University of Oxford but has been expanded and extensively
developed in the intervening years. The culmination of this long-
term project owes thanks to many individuals and institutions.
I owe especial thanks to Tobias Reinhardt, who supervised the
dissertation with unwavering support and taught me to always
ask more of our text, to Kathleen Coleman, who first stoked
my interest in the Verrines as an undergraduate at Harvard,
to Michael Reeve, who shared his unpublished work on the

vii
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PREFACE

manuscript tradition with me, and to Stephen Oakley, who along
with Professor Reeve read and commented on multiple drafts of
the book. They have all been exacting yet patient teachers and
advisors. Along the way, I have also benefited from discussions
with Bob Kaster, Stephen Heyworth, T. P. Wiseman, Kyle Harper,
Christopher Craig, Tony Corbeill, Luca Grillo, and Alex Sens.
Further gratitude is due to Oriel College, Oxford, the Depart-
ment of the Classics at Harvard University, The Clarendon
Fund, Lawrence University, The University of Oklahoma, and
the many libraries that have supported this research. Michael
Sharp and the editors at Cambridge University Press have been
extraordinary throughout. Especial thanks are due to Bethany
Johnson and Anna Oxbury, who guided the project through
the last stages of publication. All involved have immeasurably
improved the final book and have my enduring gratitude. What
errors remain are my own. Of course, none of this would have
been possible without the support of my loving family to whom
this book is dedicated.

viii
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PREVIOUS EDITIONS AND
COMMENTARIES

Following the system established by Berry in his Pro Sulla, only

select editions, commentaries and translations of the Diuinatio in

Caecilium published after 1800 are listed here. For works earlier
than 1800, one may consult J. C. Orelli and J. G. Baiter (1836)
Onomasticon Tullianum]1 197-215, 288-252, 257, 275—276 and W.
Engelmann (1847) 287-290, 293-295, 299. ‘E’, ‘C’ or ‘A’, and

‘T’ denote ‘edition (or reprinted text)’, ‘commentary’ or ‘annota-

tions’ (the latter for those with limited notes), and ‘translation’.
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