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project, this pioneering book is the English version of an award-winning study
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century BC origins to the present day. It investigates all the major changes in

the history of the language within contemporary linguistic frameworks, and

illustrates these with a wide range of examples taken from every stage in the

language’s development, showing how the author’s findings are relevant to

contemporary descriptive, theoretical, and historical linguistics. Shedding light

on the essential properties of Chinese and, ultimately, language in general, it is

essential reading for academic researchers and students of Asian linguistics,

historical linguistics, and syntactic theory.
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CONVENTIONS USED IN THE EXAMPLES

1 [ ]: a constituent is absent.

2 *: an utterance is structurally unacceptable.

3 The parts that are relevant to the current discussion are in bold or underlined.

4 Glosses and translations: each Chinese example is first given in traditional Chinese

characters and then in Pinyin. In the line immediately below the Chinese example, we

gloss each Chinese word with the clearest and most literal English equivalent

possible. In the following line we offer a translation of the whole utterance into

idiomatic English, attempting to preserve the “flavor” of the Chinese utterance as

much as possible.

5 Pinyin: the transcription system for examples of Classical Chinese, present-day

standardMandarin andmost northern dialects (despite some phonological variations)

is pīnyīn (lit. “spell sound”), the official romanization system of the People’s

Republic of China, which is also the most widely used system in the media and

scholarly writings on Chinese in the West. However, examples of other dialect

families are given in IPA.

6 When tone values are relevant to the current discussion, especially for examples of

classical Chinese of other dialect families, two or three numbers at the top right

corner indicate the tone values of the syllables.

7 The approximate dating of ancient examples is provided in parentheses on the bottom

line.
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