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Preface

This book is about the multilingual upbringing and development of individuals
in their respective societies, adopting a perspective of English as the current
hub language of the world. It is placed at the intersection of language acquisi-
tion research, sociolinguistics, language contact studies, education, psych-
ology, and the study of World Englishes. The book analyses the linguistic
outcomes of current and historical globalization processes, with a focus on the
special role of English in relation to its status as a native language, learner
language, foreign language, second language, additional language, New
English variety, and lingua franca. It tries to harness the multiple aspects of
a person’s multilingual reality and experience, such as their language biog-
raphies, repertoires and attitudes, language acquisition and learning, language
dominance, language contact and cross-linguistic influence, language ideolo-
gies and policies, issues of identity and prestige, metalinguistic awareness, and
multilingual advantages. In a nutshell, the book discusses how individuals
grow up in this global, multilingual world, and which aspects determine their
linguistic development and outcomes. Each chapter takes up a selection of
these problems for discussion.

The book is written from the perspective of English, as this language increas-
ingly pervades all aspects of our lives and can be expected to influence nearly
everyone on this planet in one way or another. English is the language that is
responsible for the greatest number of language contact situations in history and
occurs in highly diverse multilingual ecologies. It heavily influences other
languages, but also changes and diversifies rapidly. Currently, English is the
most widely used and studied lingua franca. The book is especially interested in
the role that English plays in today’s multilingual urban ecologies and the ways
in which it interacts with other languages.

Multilingualism represents a complex problem that eschews simple inter-
pretations. Accordingly, this book does not communicate a single message.
However, it argues that it is beneficial and profitable to develop one’s innate
language ability in all possible directions. Multilingualism is a vital glue that
keeps diverse societies together and ensures that they remain functional.

Xvii
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