Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84393-5 — Poetry and Poetics in the Presocratic Philosophers

Tom Mackenzie

More Information

Contents

Acknowledgements
List of Abbreviations
Note on Fragment Numbers

Introduction
Philosophy and Poetry, Truth and Symbolism

I
2

3

Aims, Methods and Assumptions
Truth, Symbolism and Sublime Perspectives in Early Greek Song
Poetics

1 Xenophanes

I
2

4
5

Introduction
Xenophanes and the Hexameter Genre

a  Epistemology and the Immersive World of the Text
b Xenophanes’ Theology and the Language of Hexameter Poetry
¢ The Attacks on Homer and Hesiod
Xenophanes’ Elegies

a  Xenophanes as a “‘Wandering Poet’

b D61=B2

¢ Ds9=Br
Xenophanean Elegies and Xenophanean Hexameters
Conclusion

2 Parmenides

I
2

3

Introduction

Poetry and Parmenides’ Philosophy
Poetry and Deception

a  Deception and the Doxa

b The Sirens

¢ Deception and the Proem

Profound Visions and Sublime Emotions
a  Seeing the Unseeable

b  The Vision

¢ Perspective and Character

vii

page ix
xi
xiii

20

24
24
27
29

41
46
49
52
56
61
63

65
65
67
70
70
73
76
78
78
80
82

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108843935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84393-5 — Poetry and Poetics in the Presocratic Philosophers
Tom Mackenzie

More Information

viii Contents
d  The Emotional Trajectory of the Poem 84
e Parmenides and the Sublime 87
f  Mystic Initiation 90
g The Reception of Parmenides’ Poem 91
h  The Emotions and Parmenides’ Philosophy 93
5 Poetry and Symbolism 93
a Intratextuality 93
b Intertextuality 94
¢ Allegory and Subtext 97
6 Conclusion 100
3 Empedocles 102
1 Introduction 102
2 Religion and Philosophy, One Poem or Two 104
3 Empedoclean Poetics 107
a  Empedocles and His Predecessors on Poetry 108
b Love and Poetry in Empedocles’ Cosmology 16
¢ Love’s Craft and Empedocles’ Poetry 119
d  Conclusion to Section 3 124
4 Empedocles’ Narratives 126
a  The Narrative of the Daimon 127
b Initiation, D257=B11o and the Education of the Singular Addressee 142
¢ The Two Narratives Combined 152
s The Effects of Empedocles’ Narratives 156
a  Empedocles and Myth 157
b Emotions and Aesthetics 162
¢ Textual Visions 166
d Interpreting the Text, Understanding the World 170
6 Conclusions: Empedocles in the History of Greek Poetry and Poetics 175
Conclusion 177
Epilogue: The Legacy of Presocratic Poetics 183
1 Introduction 183
2 Anaxagoras, Allegory and Ainigmata 183
3 Gorgias 188
4 Democritus on Literature 192
s Democritus and the Sophists on Language 196
6 Plato and Mimesis 199
Bibliography 207
Index 236

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108843935
www.cambridge.org

