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Aeschylus, 136
Eumenides, 160

Aesop, 51
ainigmata. See allegory
Alcaeus, 58
allegory, 12–13, 94, 97–100, 157, 161, 166, 171,

183–8

Anacreon, 58
anagnorisis, 164, See also Aristotle, Poetics
Anaxagoras, 184–6, 188, 192
Antisthenes, 187–8
Apollo, 28, 131, 137, 171, 184, See also Homer,

Hymn to Apollo
Aratus, 181
Archilochus, 108
Aristeas of Proconnesus, 50
Aristophanes, 125, 200–1
Aristotle, 51, 106, 176, 189
Poetics, 126–7, 162–4
treatment of Presocratics, 3

charismatic, sociological type of the, 129
Cicero, 183
Cleanthes, 19
colonisation, 52, 135–8
Cratylus, 198, See also Plato, Cratylus

defamiliarisation, 99–100, 174
Democritus, 71, 77, 192–8, 200
Derveni papyrus, 12–14, 152, 185, 198, 199
Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 79
Dionysus Zagreus, myth of, 152

ecphrasis, 22, 86–7, 122
Elea, 56
and Xenophanes, 51–2

elegy, 46–63
historical, 26, 46
narrator in, 47, 55, 61–3
sympotic, 46, 56–61

Eleusis. See Initiation, mystic

emotion and literature, 9, 178, 179
in Empedocles, 162–6
in Parmenides, 84–90

Empedocles, 43, 102–76, 183, 185, 192
ancient biography of, 1–3, 130–1
and Democritus, 194–5, 196–7
and fifth-century theories of language, 198, 199
and Gorgias, 189–90
as a god, 131–2
one or two poems, 104–7

enargeia. See vividness, literary
Epimenides, 136–8, 139
ethics, 116
Euripides, 88, 200
exile, 5
and Empedocles, 132–5, 152, 158, 159

Frege, Gottlob, 16

Geistesgeschichte, 3, 23
genre, 27, See also elegy; hexameter; prose
hymnic, 40–1, 49
of Didactic poetry, 102–76
of theogony, 35, 117, See also Hesiod, Theogony

gods. See also language, of the gods
hard for mortals to understand, 14
hard to look upon, 86
in Empedocles, 131–2, 170–4
in Xenophanes, 34–41

Gorgias, 3, 6, 72, 188–92

Heidegger, Martin, 15–16
Hekate, 85
Helms, Mary, 49
henotheism, 38
Hephaestus, 86, 184
Hera, 12, 42, 86, 95, 170–1, 184
Heraclitus, 7, 198
and Empedocles, 108–9

Herodian, 43
Herodotus, 43, 77
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Hesiod, 23, 36, 41, 106, 108
Catalogue of Women, 137, 158
criticised by Xenophanes, 20
Precepts of Cheiron, 128
Theogony, 14–15, 19, 30, 32, 35, 36, 37, 60, 72,
119, 133, 158, 160, See also Muses in Hesiod

Works and Days, 10, 16, 32, 60, 83, 133, 135, 139,
143, 144, 161

hexameter, 27–46, 64
perspective of narrator in, 29, 47, 61–3

Hippias of Elis, 3, 67
Homer, 36, 41, 108, 125, 198, 199

criticised by Xenophanes. See Hesiod,
criticised by Xenophanes

Hymn to Apollo, 39, 200
Hymn to Hermes, 42, 72
Iliad, 17, 38, 86, 99, 135, 177, 184
Odyssey, 1–2, 17, 32, 33, 39, 62, 66, 72, 77, 94–7,
135, 177, See also Sirens

initiation, mystic, 90–1, 142–7, 151, 152–6,
166–7, 179

intertextuality, 4–5, 6, 7, 180
in Empedocles, 110–13
in Parmenides, 94–7
in Xenophanes, 32–3, 35–6

intratextuality, 27, 93–4

katabasis, 76–7, 80–2, 85, 94–5, 98
katharsis, 163, See also Aristotle, Poetics

language
and atomism, 193–4
fifth-century theories of, 196–9
mortal, 36, 173–4, 197
of the gods, 70, 173–4, 197
Parmenides on, 20–1, 69–70

Leucippus, 192, 193
Lobon, 26
Lucretius, 7, 87, 106, 149–50, 181

Manilius, 181
metaphor

conceptual, 17, 66, 177
in Xenophanes, 36–7

Metrodorus of Lampsacus, 12, 185, 186
mimesis, 76, 78, 101, 126, 175, 181, 183, 199–206
Mimnermus, 49, 50
Mourelatos, Alexander, 66, 93, 95, 96
Muses, 11, 29, 30, 103, 113, 180

different functions in epic and elegy, 47
in Empedocles, 115, 118–19, 154–6, 158
in Hesiod, 14, 74, 75, 99

mysticism in interpretations of the Presocratics,
8, 66–7, 106–7

myth, 55, 60, 63
and reason, 24–5, 45–6
in Empedocles, 157–62
parenetic, 11

narrative, 40, 69, 80–2, See also plot, didactic
and early Greek philosophy, 126
in Empedocles, 126–56

narrator
fictional in didactic texts, 128–9

Near Eastern literature, 5, 80–2

orality, 9, 177
Orpheus, 13, 50, 152, 198
Orphism, 84, 104, 107, 142, 147

paraphrase, heresy of, 6
paretymology, 119
Parmenides, 43, 101, 102–76, 183
and Democritus, 192, 194, 195–6
and fifth-century allegorical interpretation,

185–8

and fifth-century theories of language, 198,
199

and Gorgias, 190
and Platonic mimesis, 200, 203
reception by Empedocles, 109, 124–5, 167
use of verse criticised by scholars, 65

performance, context of, 8, 27, 63, See also
rhapsode

for Empedocles, 106–7
for Parmenides, 67

Persephone, 85, 152–3
persona, narratorial, 47–9, 51, 106
Pherecydes of Syros, 184
philosophy. See also poetry, philosophical

functions of
methodology in history of, 4, 5–6

Pindar, 43, 97, 152–3
Plato, 4, 51, 106, 125, 179, 189
and mimesis, 199–206
Cratylus, 196, 198, 199
eschatological myths of, 84
Ion, 18
Parmenides, 67
Phaedrus, 89
Republic, 44, 82, 152, 175, 201–6
Theaetetus, 92
Timaeus, 185
treatment of Presocratics, 3

plot, didactic, 127, 142, 152
Plutarch, 2, 33, 117, 130, 183
reception of Parmenides and Empedocles

by, 92
poeticity, 7, 179
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poetics. See also Aristotle, Poetics
history of Greek, 20–2, 24–5, 101, 125–6, 182,

183–206

immanent, 21
poetry
applicability of the term to early Greek texts,

8–9, 23
Classical conception of, 22, 125–6, 176, 180,

183–206

distinct from verse, 6–7
philosophical functions of, 15, 63–4, 178–9

Poseidon, 37, 184
priamel, 53–4
Proclus, 196
Prodicus, 187, 198
prophecy, 14, 98–9, 109
prose, 6–7, 41, 82, 177
Protagoras, 198, 199
purification, 2, 50, 141–2
in Empedocles, 134–8, 152–6, 159

Pythagoras, 129, 142
Pythagoreanism, 105, 107, 142, 147

quarrel between philosophy and poetry, 3–4, 24

reception, literary, 4–5
rhapsode, 27–8, 67

sacrifice, 51, 103, 137, 138–9, 140–2, 150–1, 152, 154,
160, 164, 180

Salmoxis, 76–7
Sappho, 54
Semonides, 49, 50
Sextus Empiricus, 35, 42, 97, 191
Simonides, 47
Sirens, 73–6

Solon, 25, 47, 50, 52, 58, 71, 72, 130, 131
song, 8
Sophocles, 77, 136, 140, 164
Stesichorus, 43
sublime, the, 18–19, 87–90, 166, 178, 181–2
symbolism, 9–15, 39, 41, 93–100, 170–5, 178
symposium, 25, 46, 56–61, See also elegy,

sympotic

Thales, 130
Theagenes of Rhegium, 12, 24, 184
Theognis, 25, 58, 62
Theophrastus, 189, 197
Timon of Phlius, 26
titles for early Greek texts, 27, 43
tragedy, 72, 140–1, 162–4
truth
in early Greek poetry, 9–20, 64, 72–3, 114–16
perspectival theory of literary, 16–18, 82–3, 179

Tyrtaeus, 49, 50, 54–6

Virgil, 106, 181
vividness, literary, 9, 17, 76–7, 78–80, 166–70

wandering, as a basis for authority, 49–52, 61, See
also exile and Empedocles

Xenophanes, 24–64, 102–76, 183, 184, 194
and Empedocles, 108–9
and Platonic mimesis, 200, 205–6
as rhapsode, 27–8
epistemology of, 30–2
Peri Phuseōs, 27
Silloi, 26, 28

Zeus, 12, 13, 37–40, 42, 170–1
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