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As the Cold War came to a close in 1991, US President George H. W.

Bush famously saw its shocking demise as the dawn of a ‘new world

order’ that would prize peace and expand liberal democratic capitalism.

Thirty years later, with China on the rise, Russia resurgent, and popu-

lism roiling the Western world, it is clear that Bush’s declaration

remains elusive. In this book, leading scholars of international affairs

offer fresh insight into why the hopes of the early post-ColdWar period

have been dashed and the challenges ahead. As the world marks the

thirtieth anniversary of the collapse of the Soviet Union, this book

brings together historians and political scientists to examine the changes

and continuities in world politics that emerged at the end of the Cold

War and shaped the world we inhabit today.

Nuno P. Monteiro was Associate Professor of Political Science and

Global Affairs at Yale University.

Fritz Bartel is Assistant Professor of International Affairs at the Bush

School of Government and Public Service.
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In memory of Nuno P. Monteiro

A brilliant scholar, a generous mentor,

and a valued friend
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Our dreams of bringing the whole of human history under the control of

the humanwill are ironically refuted by the fact that no group of idealists

can easily move the pattern of history toward the desired goal of peace

and justice. The recalcitrant forces in the historical drama have a power

and persistence beyond our reckoning.

Reinhold Niebuhr, The Irony of American History
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Preface

Nuno P. Monteiro was a man of great insight, passion, humor, and generosity.
He was also the inspiration behind this collective endeavor. When he first
approached me in early 2019 about organizing a conference and edited
volume on world politics and the end of the Cold War that would bring
leading historians and political scientists together around a topic of mutual
interest, I leapt at the chance to work with someone I had come to know as
a brilliant scholar and a wise mentor. Over the next two years, Nuno remained
the steady hand and guiding force that brought this volume near completion.

Like the rest of those who knew Nuno, I and the contributors to this volume
were deeply shocked and saddened to learn of his passing on May 5, 2021. We
had all learned so much from Nuno’s powerful scholarship on unipolarity, the
causes of war, nuclear proliferation, the epistemology of social science, and
more recently, political violence. But at the front of our minds was the outsized
personal impact he had on so many of us as a colleague, mentor, and friend.
Nuno was a scholar who defied academic gravity: Even as he generated one
pathbreaking insight after another, he always remained devoted to helping
those around him. Nuno’s life was cut far too short, but his impact will live
on through the ideas he inspired and the lives he touched.

Nuno would have been the first to point out that an edited volume is, above
all, a collective endeavor. This book, and the conference on “The End of the
Cold War at Thirty” out of which it emerged, benefited from the generous
support of many institutions and individuals. First and foremost, Nuno and
I were grateful to the Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Memorial Fund at
the MacMillan Center at Yale University and the Albritton Center for Grand
Strategy at the Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas A&M
University for their sponsorship of the conference. Without their generous
grants our vision would have remained just that – a vision. Hira Jafri at the
MacMillan Center and Kelley Robbins at the Albritton Center handled with
great patience and care the innumerable details that arise from bringing together
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upwards of twenty people from around the world. Paul Kennedy graced the
conference with his characteristic insight and wit throughout the two days of
proceedings, and ArneWestad delivered a panoramic keynote address that both
crystalized many of the conference’s themes and connected those themes to the
contemporary world. I thank them both for their encouragement and insight.

Michael Goldfien proved in many ways to be the motor that made this
collective enterprise run. A standout budding scholar in his own right, Mike
took time away from his own research to help with every phase of this project,
including the logistics of the conference and the editing and revision process as
the book took shape. I thank him for his hard work, and I look forward to
learning from his own scholarship in the years ahead.

As this project transitioned from a conference to an edited volume, the team
at Cambridge University Press proved to be a model of efficiency and
professionalism. I thank Robert Dreesen, Robert Judkins, Erika Walsh,
Gayathri Tamilselvan, and Frances Tye for stewarding the volume through to
completion. Publication of the volume benefited from yet more financial
support from the Albritton Center for Grand Strategy at Texas A&M, and
I thank the Center’s co-directors, Jasen Castillo and John Schuessler, for
backing this endeavor from start to finish. Two anonymous readers offered
insightful comments on the book proposal and led Nuno andme to broaden the
geographic scope of its coverage, so I thank them for their efforts. I also thank
Elisabeth Siegel for the excellent research assistance she provided during the
preparation of the initial book proposal, and Cheryl Lenser for her expert
preparation of the index.

Nuno valued serious intellectual exchange, sustained inquiry into the biggest
questions in international politics, and the collaborative pursuit of knowledge
and truth – precisely the goals that motivate this book. I and the other
contributors therefore dedicate the volume to his memory, and hope it spurs
the type of reflection, debate, and inquiry that he valued so highly.

Fritz Bartel
College Station, Texas

July 1, 2021
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