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Comparative law is a common subject-matter of research and teaching in many universities around
the world, and the twenty-ûrst century has aptly been termed ‘the era of comparative law’. It is thus
topical to publish this Cambridge Handbook of Comparative Law which seeks to present a truly global
perspective of comparative law today. The contributors are drawn from all parts of the world to
provide different perspectives on key topics of comparative law. In total, this handbook contains öÿ
chapters which are divided under the following main parts: ‘Methods of Comparative Law’ , ‘Legal
Families and Geographical Comparisons’, ‘Central Themes in Comparative Law’; and ‘Comparative
Law Beyond the State’.
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Preface

Comparative law is a common subject-matter of research and teaching in many universities
around the world, and the twenty-ûrst century has aptly been termed ‘the era of comparative
law’. It is thus topical to publish this Handbook which seeks to present a truly global perspective
of comparative law today. The contributors are drawn from all parts of the world to reûect
different ways we understand the ‘law’ and how it operates in practice. In substance, the
Handbook contains öÿ chapters covering a broad range of topics. They are divided under the
following headings: ‘Methods of Comparative Law’ (Part I); ‘Legal Families and Geographical
Comparisons’ (Part II); ‘Central Themes in Comparative Law’ (Part III); and ‘Comparative Law
Beyond the State’ (Part IV).

Given its broad geographical and substantive coverage, this Handbook aims to appeal to a
wide international readership. Its primary audience is likely to be academics and students
interested in the methods, ideas and concepts of comparative law. A secondary audience would
be legal and other scholars who are not comparative lawyers in a narrow sense. After all,
nowadays, even lawyers whose core interest pertains to a particular domestic legal system often
come across foreign sources of law in their professional lives. Moreover, scholars in disciplines
other than law also engage in comparative legal research. Therefore, the Handbook may also
appeal to researchers in ûelds such as anthropology, political science, economics and sociology.

We owe an immense debt of gratitude to all of the contributors to this Handbook. We also
extend a big thank you to the PhD researchers at the European University Institute (EUI) in
Florence and the students at the University of Hong Kong (HKU) who have helped us with the
proofreading and editing of the manuscript: Sylvie Taylor Armstrong and Daniel Rozenberg at
the EUI and Bu Chong, Daniel Chan, Patrick Li and Liu Ju at HKU. Last but not least, we are
very grateful to Cambridge University Press for supporting our project.

Mathias Siems, Florence

Po Jen Yap, Hong Kong

February ÷÷÷ö
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PKPA Special Education of Advocate Profession (Indonesia)
PLACL Principles of Latin American Contract Law
PML-N Pakistan Muslim League
PPP Pakistan People’s Party
PTI Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
QCA Qualitative Comparative Analysis
QS Quacquarelli Symonds
RCEP Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
REC Regional Economic Community
RICO Racketeer Inûuenced and Corrupt Organizations Act of

øþþ÷ (US)
RH Rechtshogeschool te Batavia
RSPO Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil
SAARC South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
SACJF Southern African Chief Justices Forum
SACU Southern African Customs Union
SADC Southern African Development Community
SCB Supreme Court of Bangladesh
SCC Stockholm Chamber of Commerce
SCCAM Swiss Chambers’ Court of Arbitration and Mediation
SCI Supreme Court of India
SCP Supreme Court of Pakistan
SCSL Supreme Court of Sri Lanka
SDGs Sustainable Development Goals
SGCA Singapore’s Court of Appeal
SIAC Singapore International Arbitration Centre
SICA Central American Integration System
SMCs Single-member constituencies
SMU Singapore Management University
SNM Somali National Movement
SP Structured Proportionality
SSCI Social Sciences Citation Index
STR Simpliûed Trade Regime
STRESS Standardised Residual Sum of Square
STS Science and Technology Studies
SVM Support vector machine
TCC Turkish Commercial Code
TFEU Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
t-SNE t-distributed Stochastic Neighbour Embedding
TTP Tahreek Taliban Pakistan
TWAIL Third World Approaches to International Law
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
UMAP Uniform Manifold Approximation and Projection for

Dimension Reduction
UMNO United Malays National Organization
UN United Nations
UNASUR Union of South American States
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UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
UNCLOS United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
UN-CTS United Nations Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of

Criminal Justice Systems
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNDRIP United Nations Declaration on the Rights of

Indigenous Peoples
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioners for Refugees
UNIDROIT International Institute for the Uniûcation of Private Law
UNP United National Party (Sri Lanka)
UPFA United People’s Freedom Alliance (Sri Lanka)
WB World Bank
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
WJP World Justice Project
WTO Word Trade Organization
ZGB Swiss Civil Code
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