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DIVINE AGGRESSION IN PSALMS
AND INSCRIPTIONS

The aggression of the biblical God named Yhwh is notorious.
Students of theology, the Bible, and the ancient Near East know
that the Hebrew Bible describes Yhwh acting destructively against
his client country, Israel, and against its kings. But is Yhwh uniquely
vengeful, or was he just one among other, similarly ferocious patron
gods? To answer this question, Collin Cornell compares royal
biblical psalms with memorial inscriptions. He finds that the Bible
shares deep theological and literary commonalities with comparable
texts from Israel’s ancient neighbours. The centrepiece of both
traditions is the intense mutual loyalty of gods and kings. In the
event that the king’s monument and legacy comes to harm, gods
avenge their individual royal protégé. In the face of political
inexpedience, kings honour their individual divine benefactor.

Collin Cornell is Visiting Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies for
the School of Theology at the University of the South in Sewanee,
Tennessee, and editor of Divine Doppelgingers: YHWH’s Ancient
Look-Alikes (2020).
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AUTHOR’S NOTE ON THE TRANSLATIONS

The presentation of the translations on the pages that follow seeks
graphically to represent some judgments about their structure, sig-
naling relationships of subordination, parallelism, and addendum.
Lines that belong to a common unit of thought or to a single stanza
have been grouped together, oftentimes under the same heading.
Smaller units or episodes that support the same more general claim
have been arranged in like fashion to reflect their shared purpose.
Superscriptions or postscripts sit “outside” the regular unit format-
ting. At the same time, the visual configuration of lines in the trans-
lations that follow (and the references to half-lines in the discussion,
e.g. “21b”) also follows the line-divisions of the inscriptions
themselves.
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