
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84225-9 — The Problem of Blame
Kelly McCormick 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

Acknowledgments page ix

Introduction 

     

 The Problem of Blame 
. Reactive Blame 

. The Varieties of Nonreactive Blame 

. Quality of Will and Functional Accounts 

. The Problem of Blame 

. Conclusion 

 The Structure of Basic Desert 
. Basic versus Nonbasic Desert 

. Substantive Desert Theses and the Wrong Kind of Reasons 

. Virtues of the Fittingness Account 

. Circularity 

. Conclusion 

 Blame and the Reactive Attitudes 
. Strawsonian Blame 

. Narrowing the Class of Reactive Attitudes 

. The Case for Cognitivism 

. The Right Kind of Reasons to Blame 

. Conclusion 

 Solving the Problem of Blame 
. The Aims and Value of Blame 

. The Parity of Reasons Argument 

. Perceptual Models and the Evidentiary Status of the Negative
Reactive Attitudes 

. Conclusion 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108842259
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84225-9 — The Problem of Blame
Kelly McCormick 
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

    



 The Methodological Burdens for Eliminativism 
. Terminological Stage Setting 

. Eliminativism and the Skeptical Spotlight 

. The Motivational Challenge 

. Necessity Arguments 

. Conclusion 

 Free Will, Responsibility, and Reference 
. Early Reference-Based Arguments against Elimination 

. An Elimination-Friendly Approach to Reference 

. Against a Discretionary Case for Eliminativism 

. A Discretionary Case for Preservationism 

. The Prospects for Eliminativism 

. Conclusion 

 Facing the Dark Side 
. Belief in Free Will, Just-World Beliefs, and Right-Wing

Authoritarianism 

. Harming the Innocent? 

. The Dark Side of Eliminativism and an Argument from Empathy 

References 

Index 

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108842259
www.cambridge.org

