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PRAISE FOR TOXIC POLITICS

“Dr. Huang has animated a dry subject and brought it to life. He
elegantly combines environmental science, public health, political
science, organizational behavior, and his own family and hometown
experiences. The writing style is approachable and yet also very careful
and precise. The book is a tremendous read. It is a worthy successor or
update of Liz Economy’s The River Runs Black of 2004. Moreover, this is
much more than a scholarly work. The subject and analysis elucidate
the conditions that at least 1.4 billion Chinese citizens face every day.
The spillover effects of the problem-set that he so eloquently unpacks
here will have obvious global consequence. I only hope that the book is
translated into many languages. But, most importantly, I hope that it is
translated into Chinese and read widely by members of the Chinese
public as well as the political establishment in China.”

— Craig Allen, President, US Ambassador (ret),

US—China Business Council

“This book addresses a key question as to how a major environmental
health crisis may influence China’s rise. The book systematically
reviews the fundamental economic, sociopolitical, foreign policy
and health implications of the crisis and its policy response. The
book also offers an intriguing assessment of the evolvement and
implementation of environmental health policies in China. It is a
must-read for those who are interested in global environmental
health and policy issues.”
— Xi Chen, Associate Professor at Yale University; President,
China Health Policy and Management Society

“Bringing well-researched data to life through poignant personal
narratives, Huang documents devastating air, water, and soil
pollution — and the Party’s conflicted approach to acknowledging
and addressing its toll on citizens’ health. To understand some of
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China’s most pressing challenges now and in the future, read this
book!”

— Dr. Andrew S. Erickson, Professor, Naval War College;

Visiting Scholar, Harvard Fairbank Center

“Toxic Politics does not hedge or equivocate. China must first heal its
body politic before it will effectively address its environmental slide
and heal its people. Willing participation by citizens in environmental
and health action, as well as in overall governance, is necessary for a
healthy environment and a sustainable great power.”
— David M. Lampton, Oksenberg-Rohlen Fellow at the Asia-Pacific
Research Center, Stanford University, and former director of
China Studies, Johns Hopkins —SAIS

“Yanzhong Huang has accomplished a remarkable achievement: he

offers us a comprehensive, truly interdisciplinary study of interrelated

Chinese political, economic, and societal dynamics through a deep

dive into the relationship between two vitally important policy areas,
environmental degradation and its effects on citizens’ health.”

— Andrew Mertha, George and Sadie Hyman Professor and

Director of China Studies, Johns Hopkins University
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TOXIC POLITICS

Environmental degradation in China has not only brought a wider range of
diseases and other health consequences than previously understood, it has
also taken a heavy toll on Chinese society, the economy, and the legitimacy
of the Party-state. In Toxic Politics, Yanzhong Huang presents new evidence
of China’s deepening health crisis and challenges the widespread view that
China is winning the war on pollution. Although government leaders are
learning, stricter and more centralized policy enforcement measures have
not been able to substantially reduce pollution or improve public health.
Huang connects this failure to pathologies inherent in the institutional
structure of the Chinese Party-state, which embeds conflicting incentives
for officials and limits the capacity of the state to deliver public goods. Toxic
Politics reveals a political system that is remarkably resilient but
fundamentally flawed. Huang examines the implications for China’s
future, both domestically and internationally.

Yanzhong Huang is a senior fellow for global health at the Council on
Foreign Relations. He is also a professor at the School of Diplomacy and
International Relations at Seton Hall University, where he developed the
first academic concentration among US schools of international affairs to
explicitly address the security and foreign policy aspects of global health
issues. His writing has appeared in outlets including Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Policy, the New York Times, and the Washington Post.
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A COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS BOOK

The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) is an independent, nonpartisan
membership organization, think tank, and publisher dedicated to being
a resource for its members, government officials, business executives,
journalists, educators and students, civic and religious leaders, and other
interested citizens in order to help them better understand the world and the
foreign policy choices facing the United States and other countries. Founded in
1921, CFR carries out its mission by maintaining a diverse membership, including
special programs to promote interest and develop expertise in the next
generation of foreign policy leaders; convening meetings at its headquarters in
New York and in Washington, DC, and other cities where senior government
officials, members of Congress, global leaders, and prominent thinkers come
together with CFR members to discuss and debate major international issues;
supporting the Studies Program that fosters independent research, enabling CFR
scholars to produce articles, reports, and books and hold roundtables that
analyze foreign policy issues and make concrete policy recommendations;
publishing Foreign Affairs, the preeminent journal of international affairs and
US foreign policy; sponsoring Independent Task Forces that produce reports
with both findings and policy prescriptions on the most important foreign policy
topics; and providing up-to-date information and analysis about world events and
American foreign policy on its website, www.cfr.org.

The CFR takes no institutional positions on policy issues and has no affiliation
with the US government. All views expressed in its publications and on its website
are the sole responsibility of the author or authors.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108841917
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84191-7 — Toxic Politics
Yanzhong Huang

Frontmatter

More Information

TOXIC POLITICS

China’s Environmental Health Crisis and Its
Challenge to the Chinese State

A Council on Foreign Relations Book

Yanzhong Huang

Council on Foreign Relations and Seton Hall University

AMBRIDGE

NIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108841917
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84191-7 — Toxic Politics
Yanzhong Huang

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04,/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108841917
DOI: 10.1017/9781108895132

© Yanzhong Huang 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-84191-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-81528-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URL:s for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108841917
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84191-7 — Toxic Politics
Yanzhong Huang

Frontmatter

More Information

To my father, Huang Yujin,
and to the memory of my mother,
Yan Weiying (1939-2016)
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