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Most introductions to English phonetics and phonology focus primarily
on British or American English, which fails to account for the rich
diversity of English varieties globally. This book addresses this gap,
providing an overview of English phonetics and phonology through an
exploration of the sounds of English around the world, including older
varieties of English such as American, Canadian, British, and Australian
Englishes, as well as new varieties of English such as Indian, Singapore,
Hong Kong, and Kenyan English. It focuses on diversity in vowels and
consonants, allophonic variation, and stress and intonation patterns
across regional, ethnic, and social varieties of English in North America,
the Caribbean, Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania. Listening exercises
are incorporated throughout to facilitate the understanding of different
concepts, and the book also has an accompanying website with a wide
range of speech samples, allowing readers to hear the phonetics of the
varieties under discussion.

Jette G. Hansen Edwards is Professor of Applied English Linguistics at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. She has published more than fifty
articles, book chapters, and books, primarily in the area of the phonetics
and phonology of World Englishes.
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Preface

The purpose of this book and the accompanying website is to introduce
students to the phonetics and phonology of English, with ‘English’ used as
an umbrella term to refer to different ethnic, social, and regional varieties
of English spoken around the world. It aims to provide students with an
expansive and inclusive discussion of the sounds of English by presenting
the phonetic and phonological features of a range of Englishes, including
regional, ethnic, and social varieties of American, British, Irish, Australian,
and New Zealand Englishes; African Englishes, including Kenyan, South
African, Nigerian, and Zimbabwean Englishes; and Asian Englishes, includ-
ing Singapore, Malaysian, Hong Kong, Indian, Pakistani, and Philippine
Englishes, among others.

The book and website are necessarily expansive in the presentation of
the phonetics and phonology of different varieties of English. While stu-
dents are encouraged to read about and listen to a range of Englishes to
further their understanding about World Englishes, guidance is given in
each chapter to help students navigate the text and the listening tasks to
focus on the varieties of English that are of interest to them.

Audio files for this publication can be found at www.cambridge.org/
SoundsofEnglish.
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PasE Pasifika English
PCEs Postcolonial Englishes
PhIE Philippine English
PIE Proto-Indo-European
PRE Puerto Rican English
PVI Pairwise-Variability Index
Qld AusE Queensland Australian English
RP Received Pronunciation; see also Mod RP, Trad RP
SA AusE South Australia Australian English
SAE South African English
SAfE Southern African Englishes
SAmE Southern American English
ScotE Scottish English
SgE Singapore English
SLE Sri Lankan English
SNigE Southern Nigerian English
SoCal AmE Southern California American English
SSBE Standard Southern British English
SSE Standard Scottish English
SSP Sonority Sequencing Principle
StAmE Standard American English
TaiE Taiwanese English
ToBI Tone and Break Indices
Trad RP Traditional Received Pronunciation
UNBE Urban North British English
VOT Voice Onset Time
WATE West African Englishes
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WALS
WelE
WMidBrE
WSAE
ZimE

List of Abbreviations

World Atlas of Language Structures Online
Welsh English

West Midlands BrE

White South African English

Zimbabwean English
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