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Preface

This is an English adaptation of a book published in French in 2011 under
the title La vie en réseau: Dynamique des relations sociales (Presses Uni-
versitaires de France, 2011). In writing this book, our project was to build
on our research in two French cities - a longitudinal survey begun in
1995 in the Caen agglomeration and a more classical survey conducted in
2001 in the Toulouse region. It was to present a synthesis of what we knew
about personal networks, the sets of ties forming the environment of each
person. Using long interviews repeated several years apart, the Caen survey
included very detailed data of a new type for the study of personal
networks; the Toulouse survey made it possible to make the link with
more traditional surveys, both in France and in other countries. In par-
ticular, for comparative purposes, this survey used a method developed by
Claude Fischer for a study conducted in the late 1970s in California’. As
complementary approaches, these two surveys made it possible to general-
ize the results obtained by multiple comparisons with very varied surveys.
We have focused on understanding interpersonal relationships and net-
works from a social science perspective, thus seeking to link the analysis of
personal networks to the broader social sciences.

The book was well received in France and also read by colleagues from
other countries who encouraged us to make an English version. When we
started working on this version, we immediately rejected the idea of a
simple translation and decided to revise our text to take into account the
research conducted since the book was originally published. We also
wanted to take into consideration the evolution of the problems, in par-
ticular, the development of communication technologies and digital social

' Claude S. Fischer, To Dwell among Friends: Personal Networks in Town and City (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1982).

xiii
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xiv Preface

networks. The continuation of the Caen panel by an additional survey
wave and the realization of other surveys in the Toulouse region allowed us
to maintain our line by permanently relying on firsthand data while
mobilizing the considerable international literature on our subject.

This version is thus largely revised compared to the original work. Many
passages have been reformulated to adapt them to an English-speaking
readership, to integrate new bibliographical references, and to take into
account the progress of our own research. In particular, we have intro-
duced a new chapter to review the relational uses of new digital communi-
cation media and the evolution of relationships and networks in this
context.
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