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The 2011 Arab Spring tells the story of what happens to autocrats who
prepare their militaries to thwart coups but unexpectedly face massive
popular uprisings instead. When demonstrators took to the streets dur-
ing that fateful year, some militaries remained loyal to the powers that
be, some defected, while others splintered. The widespread conse-
quences of this military agency ranged from facilitating transition to
democracy, to reconfiguring authoritarianism, or triggering civil war.
This study aims to explain the military politics of 2011, both in Egypt
and Syria, and across Tunisia and Libya. Building on interviews with
Arab officers, extensive fieldwork, and archival research, as well as
hundreds of memoirs and political accounts, Hicham Bou Nassif
shows how divergent combinations of coup-proofing tactics inform
military behavior when autocratic regimes face nationwide popular
protests.

Hicham Bou Nassif is Assistant Professor of Government at Claremont
McKenna College. He is the author of numerous articles in academic
journals including Democratization, the International Journal of Middle
East Studies, Middle East Journal, Political Science Quarterly, and the
FJournal of Strategic Studies.
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The Iraqi Army was the only force capable of conspiring against me.

The only power we fear is this army ... The army is like a pet tiger.
Saddam Hussein
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