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TO NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR

George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949) remains a book of the moment.
This Companion builds on successive waves of generational inheritance and
debate in the novel’s reception by asking new questions about how and why
Nineteen Eighty-Four was written, what it means, and why it matters. Chapters
on a selection of the novel’s interpretative contexts, the literary histories from
which it is inseparable, the urgent questions it raises, and the impact it has had on
other kinds of media, ranging from radio to video games, open up the conversa-
tion in an expansive way. Established concerns (e.g. Orwell’s attitude to the
working class and his anxieties about the socio-political compartmentalization
of the post-war world) are presented alongside newer ones (e.g. his views on evil
and the influence of Nineteen Eighty-Four on comics). Individual essays help us
see in new ways how Orwell’s most famous work continues to be a novel for our
times.

Nathan Waddell is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Birmingham. He is the
author of Moonlighting: Beethoven and Literary Modernism (2019), Modernist
Nowheres: Politics and Utopia in Early Modernist Writing, 1900-1920 (2012),
and Modern John Buchan: A Critical Introduction (2009). He has also co-edited
volumes of essays on the work of Wyndham Lewis.
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1943 28 November. Beginning of the Teheran Conference, later

credited by Orwell as the conceptual origin of Nineteen
Eighty-Four.

1944 June. Orwell and his wife, Eileen Blair, adopt a son named
Richard Horatio Blair.

1944 September. Orwell visits, for the first time, the Hebridean
island of Jura.

1945 29 March. Death of Eileen Blair.

1945 25 June. Secker & Warburg acknowledge Orwell’s comple-
tion of the first twelve pages of Nineteen Eighty-Four.

1945 17 August. Animal Farm.

1945 September. Orwell visits Jura again.

1946 May-October. Having taken residence at Barnhill, Jura,
Orwell works on Nineteen Eighty-Four.

1946 Mid October. Orwell returns to London.

1947 April. Orwell returns to Jura.

1947 May. While sending Fred Warburg his school memoir, ‘Such,

Such Were the Joys’, Orwell reports that he has completed a
third of Nineteen Eighty-Four.
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1947 July. Orwell publishes ‘“Toward European Unity’, in which
he explores the possibility of the division of the world into
superstates propped up by isolationism and phoney wars.

1947 November. Orwell completes the first draft of Nineteen
Eighty-Four.

1947 December. Orwell is admitted to Hairmyres Hospital, East
Kilbride, Scotland, and diagnosed with tuberculosis.

1948 January=July. Orwell remains at Hairmyres.

1948 November. Having returned to Jura, Orwell completes the
final version of Nineteen Eighty-Four in a severely weakened
state.

1948 4 December. Orwell sends the completed typescript to
Warburg.

1949 6 January—3 September. Orwell is admitted to Cotswold
Sanatorium in Cranham, Goucestershire, due to worsening
tuberculosis.

1949 8 June. Nineteen Eighty-Four is published in the United
Kingdom, the first edition comprising 26,575 copies.

1949 13 June. Nineteen Eighty-Four is published in the United
States with a print run of 20,000 copies.

1949 July. Nineteen Eighty-Four is selected for the US Book of the
Month Club.

1949 27 August. The first radio adaptation of Nineteen Eighty-
Four is broadcast, starring David Niven as Winston Smith.

1949 3 September. Orwell transfers to University College Hospital
on Gower Street in London.

1949 13 October. Orwell marries Sonia Brownell.

1950 21 January. Orwell, aged 46, dies of pulmonary tuberculosis.
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Everyman’s Library, 1992)
RWP The Road to Wigan Pier (1937), introd. Richard Hoggart
(London: Penguin, 1989)

References to Orwell’s essays, letters, and reviews, and so forth are taken
from The Complete Works of George Orwell, edited by Peter Davison with
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All italicized emphases in quotations are as in the original source unless
otherwise stated.
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