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the cambridge companion

to NINETEEN EIGHTY -FOUR

George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949) remains a book of the moment.

This Companion builds on successive waves of generational inheritance and

debate in the novel’s reception by asking new questions about how and why

Nineteen Eighty-Four was written, what it means, and why it matters. Chapters

on a selection of the novel’s interpretative contexts, the literary histories from

which it is inseparable, the urgent questions it raises, and the impact it has had on

other kinds of media, ranging from radio to video games, open up the conversa-

tion in an expansive way. Established concerns (e.g. Orwell’s attitude to the

working class and his anxieties about the socio-political compartmentalization

of the post-war world) are presented alongside newer ones (e.g. his views on evil

and the influence of Nineteen Eighty-Four on comics). Individual essays help us

see in new ways howOrwell’s most famous work continues to be a novel for our

times.

Nathan Waddell is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Birmingham. He is the

author ofMoonlighting: Beethoven and Literary Modernism (2019),Modernist

Nowheres: Politics and Utopia in Early Modernist Writing, 1900–1920 (2012),

andModern John Buchan: A Critical Introduction (2009). He has also co-edited

volumes of essays on the work of Wyndham Lewis.

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

THE CAMBRIDGE

COMPANION TO

NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR

EDITED BY

NATHAN WADDELL
University of Birmingham

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108841092

doi: 10.1017/9781108887090

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

isbn 978-1-108-84109-2 Hardback
isbn 978-1-108-81471-3 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CONTENTS

List of Figures page vii

List of Contributors viii

Acknowledgements xi

Chronology xii

List of Abbreviations xiv

Introduction: Orwell’s Book 1

nathan waddell

part i contexts

1 Teaching and Learning in and beyond Nineteen Eighty-Four 23

natasha periyan

2 The Virtual Geographies of Nineteen Eighty-Four 37

douglas kerr

3 The Politics of the Archive in Nineteen Eighty-Four 51

diletta de cristofaro

4 Orwell and Humanism 64

david dwan

part ii histories

5 Nineteen Eighty-Four and the Tradition of Satire 81

jonathan greenberg

6 Orwell’s Literary Context: Modernism, Language, and Politics 95

lisa mullen

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

7 Wells, Orwell, and the Dictator 109

sarah cole

8 Orwell’s Literary Inheritors, 1950–2000 and Beyond 123

hollie johnson

part ii i questions

9 Europe, Refugees, and Nineteen Eighty-Four 141

janice ho

10 The Problem of Hope: Orwell’s Workers 155

elinor taylor

11 Oceania’s Dirt: Filth, Nausea, and Disgust in Airstrip One 168

nathan waddell

12 Room 101: Orwell and the Question of Evil 181

peter brian barry

part iv media

13 Nineteen Eighty-Four on Radio, Stage, and Screen 199

daniel buckingham

14 Making Nineteen Eighty-Four Musical: Pop, Rock, and Opera 213

jamie wood

15 Nineteen Eighty-Four and Comics 232

isabelle licari-guillaume

16 ‘In this game that we’re playing’: Nineteen Eighty-Four and Video Games 247

soraya murray

17 Coda: The Imaginaries of Nineteen Eighty-Four 265

adam roberts

Further Reading 279

Index 281

Contents

vi

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

FIGURES

2.1 The world map of Nineteen Eighty-Four page 41

14.1 Number of musical references to Nineteen Eighty-Four (moving

average based on Rock‘n’Prole playlist) 218

14.2 Rock‘n’Prole: analysed by major genre/style 222

15.1 2024 (page 19, panels 1–4). ©Ted Rall. Used with permission 235

16.1 Papers, Please (2013), developed by Lucas Pope and published by

3909 LLC. Screenshot by Benjamin Tran for the author 253

16.2 Remember Me (2013), developed by DONTNOD Entertainment

and published by CAPCOM. Image ©CAPCOM U.S.A., INC 254

16.3 A view of the interface for Orwell: Keeping an Eye on You (2016),

developed by Osmotic Studios and published by Fellow Traveller.

Image courtesy of Osmotic Studios. Used with permission 256

16.4 Inside (2016), designed and published by Playdead. Screenshot by

Benjamin Tran for the author 258

16.5 We Happy Few (2018), developed by Compulsion Games and pub-

lished by Gearbox Publishing. Screenshot by Benjamin Tran for the

author 259

17.1 Google ngram for ‘Orwellian’ 268

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CONTRIBUTORS

p e t er br i an barry is the Finkbeiner Endowed Professor of Ethics and
Professor of Philosophy at Saginaw Valley State University. He is the
author of Evil and Moral Psychology (Routledge, 2013) and The Fiction
of Evil (Routledge, 2016). He is working on a book on the ethical phil-
osophy of George Orwell.

dan i e l buck ingham is a doctoral candidate at the University of
Birmingham. His research interests include satire, literary celebrity, and
the twentieth-century middlebrow.

s arah cole is the Parr Professor of English and Comparative Literature
and Dean of Humanities at Columbia University. She is the author of three
books: Inventing Tomorrow: H. G. Wells and the Twentieth Century
(Columbia University Press, 2019), At the Violet Hour: Modernism and
Violence in England and Ireland (Oxford University Press, 2012), and
Modernism, Male Friendship, and the First World War (Cambridge
University Press, 2003). She is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship.

d i l e t ta de cr i s tofaro is a Wellcome Trust funded research fellow
at Northumbria University and a specialist in writings responding to
twenty-first-century anxieties and crises. She has published widely on the
contemporary apocalyptic imagination, including her first monograph,
The Contemporary Post-Apocalyptic Novel: Critical Temporalities and
the End Times (Bloomsbury, 2019).

dav id dwan is an Associate Professor in English at the University of
Oxford and a Tutorial Fellow in English at Hertford College. He is the
author of The Great Community: Culture and Nationalism in Ireland
(Field Day/Notre Dame, 2008) and Liberty, Equality and Humbug:
Orwell’s Political Ideals (Oxford University Press, 2018).

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

jonathan greenberg is Department Chair and Professor of English at
Montclair State University. He has written three books:Modernism, Satire,
and the Novel (Cambridge University Press, 2011), The Cambridge
Introduction to Satire (Cambridge University Press, 2019), and, with Mo
Rocca,Mobituaries: Great LivesWorth Reliving (Simon& Schuster, 2019).

i s abel le l i car i - gu i l laume is a Lecturer at Université Côte d’Azur,
Nice, France. She defended her PhD in Anglophone Studies in 2017. Her
research focuses on comic book history and culture, with a special interest
in DC’s Vertigo imprint and its connection to British scriptwriters. She is
also a translator.

j an i c e ho is an Associate Professor of English at the University of
Colorado, Boulder. She is the author of Nation and Citizenship in the
Twentieth-Century British Novel (Cambridge University Press, 2015) and
has published essays in the fields of modernism, contemporary literature,
and world Anglophone literature.

holl i e johnson is a teaching affiliate at the University of Nottingham,
where she teaches on feminist thinkers and philosophy. She completed her
PhD thesis at Nottingham in 2018. Drawing from an interdisciplinary
background, her research takes an ecocritical approach to dystopian fic-
tion to explore the role of environmental concerns within the thematic and
formal development of the genre.

dougla s kerr was a Professor of English andDean of the Arts Faculty at
Hong Kong University, and has written books on Wilfred Owen, Arthur
Conan Doyle, and colonial literature. He is the author of George Orwell
(for Northcote House’s Writers and their Work series) and of some dozen
scholarly articles on Orwell.

l i s a mullen is a Teaching Associate in Modern and Contemporary
Literature at Cambridge University, and was previously Junior Research
Fellow atWorcester College, Oxford. Her first book,Mid-CenturyGothic:
The Uncanny Objects of Modernity in British Literature and Culture after
the Second World War, was published by Manchester University Press in
2019; her next will be Orwell Unwell: Pathology and the Medical
Imaginary in Orwell’s Fiction and Journalism.

soraya murray is a visual studies scholar with interests in cultural
theory, contemporary art, film, and games. An Associate Professor in the
Film and Digital Media Department at the University of California, Santa
Cruz, Murray is the author of On Video Games: The Visual Politics of
Race, Gender, and Space (I. B. Tauris, 2018).

List of Contributors

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

nata sha per i yan is the author of The Politics of 1930s British
Literature: Education, Gender, Class (Bloomsbury, 2018) and articles
and chapters that examine modernism’s relationship to education. She
was an AHRC Research Associate at the University of Kent on ‘Literary
Culture, Meritocracy and the Assessment of Intelligence in Britain and
America, 1880–1920’.

adam robert s is a Professor of Nineteenth-Century Literature and
Culture at Royal Holloway, University of London, and Fellow of the
Royal Society of Literature. He is the author of twenty-one works of
fiction, all but one of them science fiction. He is currently working on a
novel that is, at least in part, a sequel to Nineteen Eighty-Four.

el inor taylor is a Lecturer in English at the University ofWestminster.
She is the author of a monograph, The Popular Front Novel in Britain,
1934–40 (Brill/Haymarket, 2019), and a member of the executive com-
mittee of the Raymond Williams Society.

nathan waddell is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Birmingham.
He is the author of Moonlighting: Beethoven and Literary Modernism
(2019), Modernist Nowheres: Politics and Utopia in Early Modernist
Writing, 1900–1920 (2012), and Modern John Buchan: A Critical
Introduction (2009). He has also co-edited volumes of essays on the
work of Wyndham Lewis.

j am i e wood is an independent scholar focused on the genealogy of
modernist aesthetics between 1900 and 1940.

List of Contributors

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

As many others before me have said, working on George Orwell necessarily

means being indebted to the extraordinary scholarship of Peter Davison,

whose textual labours havemade available in authoritative form thematerial

on which Orwell studies depends. At Cambridge University Press, my thanks

to Ray Ryan for believing in this project and for supportively and enthusias-

tically seeing it through from proposal stage to publication. Thanks, like-

wise, to EdgarMendez for his unflagging help and encouragement, and to the

anonymous peer reviewers of the proposal for suggesting valuable ways in

which to improve the book. All of the students with whom I’ve discussed

Nineteen Eighty-Four over the years have shaped my opinions about it. My

gratitude to them for the intelligence with which they’ve responded to my

ways of thinking and reading; this edited volume is meant as a tribute to, and

a ‘thank you’ for, their determining influence. I’m hugely grateful to the

contributors for writing such brilliant, thought-provoking chapters and for

tolerating my interminable queries during the preparation of the typescript.

A glass raised not only to them but also to Andrzej Gąsiorek, Dorian

Lynskey, Kara Reilly, David Ryan, Jean Seaton, Lyndsey Stonebridge, D. J.

Taylor, Sylvia Topp, Julian Wolfreys, Gobaloussamy Rangaradjou (Senior

Copy Editor at Integra), and Jayavel Radhakrishnan (Senior Project

Manager at Integra). Daniel Buckingham was good enough not only to

compile the ‘Chronology’ and the ‘Further Reading’ section but also to

proofread the volume in its entirety at the very last minute with typical

good humour.

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108841092
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-84109-2 — The Cambridge Companion to Nineteen Eighty-Four
Edited by Nathan Waddell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CHRONOLOGY

1903 25 June. Eric Arthur Blair is born in Motihari, Bengal, to

Richard and Ida Blair.
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1943 28 November. Beginning of the Teheran Conference, later

credited by Orwell as the conceptual origin of Nineteen

Eighty-Four.

1944 June. Orwell and his wife, Eileen Blair, adopt a son named

Richard Horatio Blair.

1944 September. Orwell visits, for the first time, the Hebridean

island of Jura.

1945 29 March. Death of Eileen Blair.

1945 25 June. Secker & Warburg acknowledge Orwell’s comple-

tion of the first twelve pages of Nineteen Eighty-Four.
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Orwell works on Nineteen Eighty-Four.

1946 Mid October. Orwell returns to London.
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third of Nineteen Eighty-Four.
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1947 July. Orwell publishes ‘Toward European Unity’, in which

he explores the possibility of the division of the world into

superstates propped up by isolationism and phoney wars.

1947 November. Orwell completes the first draft of Nineteen

Eighty-Four.

1947 December. Orwell is admitted to Hairmyres Hospital, East

Kilbride, Scotland, and diagnosed with tuberculosis.

1948 January–July. Orwell remains at Hairmyres.

1948 November. Having returned to Jura, Orwell completes the

final version ofNineteen Eighty-Four in a severely weakened

state.

1948 4 December. Orwell sends the completed typescript to

Warburg.

1949 6 January–3 September. Orwell is admitted to Cotswold

Sanatorium in Cranham, Goucestershire, due to worsening

tuberculosis.

1949 8 June. Nineteen Eighty-Four is published in the United

Kingdom, the first edition comprising 26,575 copies.

1949 13 June. Nineteen Eighty-Four is published in the United

States with a print run of 20,000 copies.

1949 July.Nineteen Eighty-Four is selected for the US Book of the

Month Club.

1949 27 August. The first radio adaptation of Nineteen Eighty-

Four is broadcast, starring David Niven as Winston Smith.

1949 3 September. Orwell transfers to University College Hospital

on Gower Street in London.

1949 13 October. Orwell marries Sonia Brownell.

1950 21 January. Orwell, aged 46, dies of pulmonary tuberculosis.
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All italicized emphases in quotations are as in the original source unless
otherwise stated.
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