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OPPIAN ’S HALIEUTICA

Oppian’s Halieutica is a dazzling five-book Greek didactic poem
about the sea and its wily, chaotic inhabitants. This book offers the
first sustained reading of the poem as a didactic epic that meditates
on the place of human beings within the cosmos at large, and on the
lessons we can learn from fish. Using a combination of close reading
and wider interpretative lenses, this book examines the literary tex-
ture and cultural relevance of the Halieutica by analysing its sophis-
ticated refraction of earlier literary-critical theories and hexameter
traditions, its commentary on human–animal relations, and its con-
tribution to imperial Greek literary, political, and cultural debates.
The book demonstrates the importance and cultural centrality of this
understudied Greek didactic epic; it is written for students and
scholars of imperial Greek literature and culture (including the
ancient novel), ancient heroic and didactic epics, and those interested
in human–animal relations in the ancient world.

  is Assistant Professor of Ancient Greek Literature
in the Department of Classics and Archaeology at the University of
Nottingham. She has published widely on Greek literature of the
Roman imperial period.
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The Greek culture of the Roman Empire offers a rich field of study. Extraordinary
insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange,
political and ideological conflict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot empire.
During this period, many fundamental elements of Western society were being set
in place: from the rise of Christianity, to an influential system of education, to
long-lived artistic canons. This series is the first to focus on the response of Greek
culture to its Roman imperial setting as a significant phenomenon in its own
right. To this end, it will publish original and innovative research in the art,
archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion, and literature of the empire,
with an emphasis on Greek material.
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Charting a Didactic Epic
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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The world is a Sea in many respects and assimilations . . . It is a
Sea, if we consider the Inhabitants. In the Sea, the greater fish
devoure the lesse; and so doe the men of this world too.

John Donne, sermon preached at The Hague
( December )

There isn’t any symbolism. The sea is the sea. The old man is an
old man. The boy is a boy and the fish is a fish. The sharks are all
sharks no better and no worse. All the symbolism that people say
is shit. What goes beyond is what you see beyond when you
know. A writer should always know too much.

Ernest Hemingway, letter to Bernard Berenson on
The Old Man and the Sea

( September )
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