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�e initial spark for this book was a series of messages that my former class-

mates at Peking University (PKU) Law School posted in late 2017 on their 

WeChat accounts and in online groups. �ese former classmates were typical 

middle-class professionals: averse to most activism and politically reticent. 

Such traits are common among Chinese of my generation. Having been 

born in the mid 1980s, we grew up in the midst of China’s economic boom 

and experienced an awakening of rights consciousness but also witnessed 

an increasingly constrained political environment in the post-1989 context. 

�us, we learned to enjoy our growing economic freedoms while carefully 

avoiding any activity that might be regarded as a confrontational stance 

against the party-state. And thus, I was surprised to learn, in these online 

posts, that several of my former classmates were willing not only to estab-

lish homeowners’ associations (HoAs) but also to take on local government 

o�cials in the process. Just for fun, I conducted individual calls with sev-

eral of the classmates and was amazed by how much such a seemingly trivial 

matter – the establishment of HoAs – had occupied their attention. Six years 

later, with more than 200 interviews with homeowner activists, local gov-

ernment employees, and real estate management professionals and dozens 

of neighborhood visits under my belt, I have come to accept a very di�erent 

view of Chinese citizens.
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this book at the Duke University School of Law, where I have received tremen-

dous encouragement and feedback from many wonderful colleagues. Indeed, I 

�rst presented this project in the spring of 2019 at the Duke Law School faculty 

workshop, where attendees posed a stream of insightful questions. One went 

like this: “So, your paper is about parking?” When I responded in the a�rma-

tive, the whole room burst out in approving laughter. At that moment, I knew 

Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108840279
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84027-9 — The Authoritarian Commons
Shitong Qiao
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xv Acknowledgments

that Duke would be a lovely place to work. �is book also bene�ted greatly 

from my experience as a visiting professor at New York University (NYU) 

School of Law in the spring semester of 2020. On March 2, 2020, I presented 

this project at the NYU Law School faculty workshop. With COVID rapidly 

spreading around the world at the time, I had been concerned that the work-

shop would be cancelled or, at best, would draw a tiny number of attendees. 

My fears turned out to be unfounded, and the many thoughtful individuals 

in attendance inquired into my research both during and a�er the workshop. 

�ese questions and related comments have profoundly shaped the present 

book. Finally, I would like to mention the immensely helpful one-year fel-

lowship that I enjoyed in the Law and Public A�airs program at Princeton 

University. Owing to the COVID pandemic, I spent much of that year attend-

ing numerous virtual meetings held by the Princeton program at noon, New 

Jersey time (but at midnight, Hong Kong time).

�ere are too many individuals to thank for their input on this project. For 

reasons of space, the list below is incomplete, so if your name is not mentioned, 

please know that I value your contributions nonetheless.

I am extremely grateful for the �eldwork help provided by Bingwan Xiong, 

Zhiqiang Wang, Jinhua Cheng, Jingping Jin, and Yun Zhao. My interviewees, 

with many of whom I still communicate regularly, deserve the most thanks, 

but need to be kept anonymous.

Professor Rick Hills encouraged me to work on such a “boring” subject 

when there were so many exciting things, good or bad, happening in China 

all the time, and helped me think through the book’s theoretical framework. 

Professor Frank Upham patiently read my dra� chapters and even praised 

my devotion to details. In an era of big data, it is easy for even an author to 

doubt the meaning of his ethnographic work such as this book. Professor 

Bob Ellickson’s pioneering work on HoAs in the US context inspired this 

book. I also bene�ted directly from a conversation with him about the di�er-

ences between HoAs in China and the US and his feedback on the theoretical 

framework of this book. Professor Paul Romer brought to my attention the 

general implications of my project on the political economy of entitlements. 

Chapter 6 is based on a paper I coauthored with Professor Yu Zeng at the 

PKU School of Government. I thank him for consenting to my use of the 

paper in the chapter.

I’d also like to thank the following professors for serving as commenta-

tors on this project at various institutions: Avinash K. Dixit and Rory Truex 

at Princeton University, Jacques deLisle and Jiangyu Wang at National 

University of Singapore, Laura Underku
er at Cornell University, Ya-Wen 

Lei at �e University of Michigan, and Chun Peng at PKU. I’d also like to 

thank Professor Don Clarke who – when a family health emergency forced 

me to cancel a talk at an annual meeting of the American Association of Law 

Schools – volunteered to serve as both a presenter of and a commentator on 

Chapter 7 of this book.

www.cambridge.org/9781108840279
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84027-9 — The Authoritarian Commons
Shitong Qiao
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvi Acknowledgments

�is book has also bene�ted from the input of the following individuals: 

Kerry Abrams, José Alvarez, Katharine Bartlett, Vicki Been, Stuart Benjamin, 

Margaret Boittin, James Boyle, Curtis Bradley, Richard Bri�ault, Rick Brooks, 

Yun-chien Chang, Hao Chen, Weitseng Chen, Jerry Cohen, Nestor Davidson, 

Kevin Davis, Deborah A. DeMott, Michael Dowdle, Andrew Elmore, Richard 

Epstein, Cindy Estlund, John M. de Figueiredo, Eleanor Fox, Hualing Fu, 

David Garland, Brandon Garrett, Clayton Gillette, Sara Greene, Paul Haagen, 

Shenjing He, Xin He, Larry Helfer, Xiaoqian Hu, Sam Issacharo�, Mitchell 

Kane, Mike Klausner, Dan Klerman, David Law, Maggie Lemos, Daryl 

Levinson, Ji Li, Benjamin Liebman, Ralf Michaels, Claire Priest, Wendell 

Pritchett, Jed Purdy, Arti Rai, Susan Rose-Ackerman, Bill Sage, Adam Samaha, 

David Schleicher, Richard Schragger, Steven Schwarcz, Nadav Shoked, Neil 

Siegel, Stewart Sterk, Rachel Stern, Cathy Strandburg, Scott Veitch, Jeremy 

Waldron, Chris Webster, Susan Whiting, Saul Wilson, Yu Xie, Daniel Xu, 

Xu Xu, Taisu Zhang, and participants of the China Law Conference at the 

University of Michigan, the annual State & Local Government Law Works-

in-Progress Conference, the PKU–HKU Annual Law Conference, the 

HKU Chinese Law Research Group Meeting, the Duke Law School Faculty 

Workshop, the NYU Law School Faculty Workshop, the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) Urban China Seminar, and the Inaugural 

Asian Law Junior Faculty Workshop (National University of Singapore).

Sifan Jiang, Junye Guo, Yuriko Harimoto, Ruona Qi, Xingfang Li, Tianyi 

Yang, Xiaobin Huo, Xiling Zheng, and Zhixing Liu provided superb research 

assistance.

For his guidance and patience in the publication process, I’d like to thank 

my editor at Cambridge University Press, Jog Ng. Relatedly, I’m also very 

grateful for constructive feedback provided by three anonymous reviewers 

of this book project. Needless to say, any remaining errors in this book are 

solely mine.

�is book is dedicated to my family for their company and love. In the past 

six years, Carol and Ellie have moved with me multiple times across three 

cities before, during, and at the end of the COVID pandemic. We even spent 

an entire month in a Manhattan apartment without getting out once in the 

spring of 2020, when COVID was peaking in that city. Together with this 

book, such experiences have given me a deeper understanding of the meaning 

of home, including homeownership. I thank Carol, my wife and best friend, 

for her advice, patience, understanding, and unwavering support and love; 

my parents, who are the best parents I’ve ever known and who have set such a 

high bar for being parents; and Ellie, my seven-year-old, for being interested 

in her dad’s book project.

www.cambridge.org/9781108840279
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-84027-9 — The Authoritarian Commons
Shitong Qiao
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACME average causal mediation e�ect

BBA Beijing Bar Association

BJHC Application Committee for Beijing Association of 

Homeowners’ Associations

CCP Chinese Communist Party

CCTV China Central Television

CtR cooperating to resist

DoJ Department of Justice

EIE environmental impact evaluation

GMAO grassroots mass autonomous organization

HoAs homeowners’ associations

HoCs homeowners’ committees

MCs management companies

MHC Ministry of Housing and Construction

MoC Ministry of Construction

MoCA Ministry of Civic A�airs

NGO nongovernmental organization

NIMBY not in my backyard

NPC National People’s Congress

NPCSC National People’s Congress Standing Committee

PCSC People’s Congress Standing Committee

PRC People’s Republic of China

RCs residents’ committees

RMB renminbi

SEZ special economic zone

SHDHC Shanghai Department of Housing and Construction

SoE state-owned enterprise

SPC Supreme People’s Court

SZHC Shenzhen Center of Promoting Transparent and 

Harmonious Communities

Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781108840279
www.cambridge.org

