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Thomas Simpson provides an innovative account of how distinctive forms of
colonial power and knowledge developed at the territorial fringes of colonial
India during the nineteenth century. Through critical interventions in a wide
range of theoretical and historiographical fields, he speaks to historians of
empire and science, anthropologists, and geographers alike. The Frontier in
British India provides the first connected and comparative analysis of fron-
tiers in northwest and northeast India and draws on visual and written mater-
ials from an array of archives across the subcontinent and the United
Kingdom. Colonial interventions in frontier spaces and populations were, it
shows, enormously destructive but also prone to confusion and failure on their
own terms. British frontier administrators did not merely suffer ‘turbulent’
frontiers, but actively worked to generate and uphold these regions as spaces
of governmental and scientific exception. Accordingly, India’s frontiers
became crucial spaces of imperial practice and imagination throughout the
nineteenth century.

THOMAS SIMPSON is a research fellow at Gonville and Caius College,
University of Cambridge.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108840194
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-84019-4 — The Frontier in British India
Thomas Simpson

Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108840194
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-84019-4 — The Frontier in British India
Thomas Simpson

Frontmatter

More Information

The Frontier in British India

Space, Science, and Power in the Nineteenth
Century

Thomas Simpson
University of Cambridge

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108840194
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-84019-4 — The Frontier in British India
Thomas Simpson

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06—04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108840194
DOI: 10.1017/9781108879156

© Thomas Simpson 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-108-84019-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108840194
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-84019-4 — The Frontier in British India
Thomas Simpson

Frontmatter

More Information

For my Nan and Grandad

The joy that scatters all things in the dust,
Which no last word has ever quite expressed

Rabindranath Tagore
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