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The ‘Ulama in Contemporary Pakistan

In this book, Mashal Saif explores how contemporary ‘ulama, the

guardians of religious knowledge and law, engage with the world’s

most populated Islamic nation-state: Pakistan. In mapping these

engagements, she weds rigorous textual analysis with fieldwork and

offers insight into some of the most significant and politically charged

issues in recent Pakistani history. These include debates over the rights

of women; the country’s notorious blasphemy laws; the legitimacy of

religiously mandated insurrection against the state; sectarian violence;

and the place of Shi‘as within the Sunni majority nation. These diverse

case studies are knit together by the project’s most significant contribu-

tion: a theoretical framework that understands the ‘ulama’s complex

engagements with their state as a process of both contestation and

cultivation of the Islamic Republic by citizen-subjects. This framework

provides a new way of assessing state–‘ulama relations not only in

contemporary Pakistan but also across the Muslim world.

Mashal Saif is an assistant professor in the Department of Philosophy

and Religion at Clemson University, South Carolina.
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Note on Translation and Transliteration

All conversations with the ‘ulama were conducted in Urdu, unless indi-

cated otherwise. The same is true for all video and audio recordings of the

‘ulama quoted in this work. The translations into English are mine.

To aid readability, I do not use diacritics. The exceptions are ‘ and ’ to

indicate ayn and hamza respectively. I have also eschewed the use of ’

when the hamza occurs at the end of the word. I sometimes pluralize

foreign words using English norms instead of Urdu and Arabic ones (for

example, madrasas instead of madaris).

I largely follow the IJMES transliteration style. Some exceptions

include proper nouns (the names of people, publishing houses, etc.), that

are spelled in English in the original text. For example, Taqi Usmani,

Islam and Modernism, trans. Shakir Rizwani (Lahore: Idara-e-Islamiat,

1995). In this instance, Usmani is not spelled ‘Uthmani. I also make an

exception for English words used in Urdu texts; I spell the English words

using their conventional English spelling. Urdu and Arabic names that are

commonly spelled in English by the named individuals and entities them-

selves are also not transliterated. For example, Pervez Musharraf,

Muhammad Khalid Masud, Syed Afzal Haider, Quaid-i-Azam Univer-

sity, Federal Shariat Court, etc. I also make exceptions for some words

and names (especially those in Urdu), which I spell in ways that best

reflect their pronunciation in Pakistan. When quoting English-language

works, I preserve the spelling and transliteration used by those works.
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