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The Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan

Since its founding in 1945, the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood has
enjoyed decades of almost continuous parliamentary presence and
state acceptance in Jordan, participating in elections, organising events
and even establishing a hospital. In this detailed account of the Muslim
Brotherhood’s ideological and behavioural development in Jordan, Joas
Wagemakers focusses on the group’s long history and complex relation-
ship with the state, its parliament and society. It shows how age-old
concepts derived from classical Islam and the writings of global Islamist
scholars have been used and reused by modern-day Jordanian Islamists
to shape their beliefs in the context of the present-day nation-state. Far
from its reputation as a two-faced global conspiracy bent on conquering
the West, the Muslim Brotherhood is a deeply divided group that has
nevertheless maintained a fascinating internal ideological consistency in
its use of similar religious concepts. As such, it is part of, and continues
to build on, trends in Muslim thought that go back hundreds of years.

Joas Wagemakers is Associate Professor of Islamic and Arabic Studies at
Utrecht University. He has published extensively on Islamist ideology
and Islamic movements, including A Quierist Fihadi: The Ideology of Abu
Muhammad al-Magqdisi (2012) and Salafism in Jordan: Political Islam in
a Quietist Community (2016), which won the British-Kuwait Friendship
Society Book Prize in 2017.
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offers new and original interpretations of aspects of Middle Eastern societies
and their histories. To achieve disciplinary diversity, books are solicited from
authors writing in a wide range of fields including history, sociology,
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producing books affording an original approach along theoretical and empirical
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Preface

It is not very often that, a few weeks before finishing a book, one realises
that one has been writing about something that apparently barely even
existed, yet this is what happened to me with this study. After having read
about, researched and written on the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood for
years — an organisation founded in 1945 and still in existence today — it
was reported in June 2019 that a court of cassation in Jordan had ruled
that the group was actually dissolved in 1953 for failing to rectify its
status. As a result, the Brotherhood has been illegal since that year. This
was somewhat surprising, as the Brotherhood has frequently participated
in parliamentary elections, organised numerous events and even founded
a hospital — among other activities — since 1953, which is surely an
extraordinary feat for an organisation that does not actually exist.

If the Jordanian Brotherhood had really only existed for eight years, it
might not have merited a book, but the reality is, of course, that the
organisation has a long history in the Kingdom of Jordan and that the
court ruling mentioned above is merely the latest chapter in a much
longer saga of the state’s relationship with the organisation. Unlike in
some other countries, the Brotherhood in Jordan has never experienced
mass military repression, but has always enjoyed a more complex relation-
ship with the Jordanian state, its parliament and its society. This book
deals with how the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood has negotiated its way
through this relationship in the Islamic terms that characterise the orga-
nisation. As such, it shows that — ideologically speaking — the group relies
on a discourse and a tradition that is far broader and deeper than the
Brotherhood itself and also much older than the eight years the court gives
the organisation credit for.

vii
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Note on Transliteration

The system of transliteration used in this book generally follows that of
the International Fournal of Middle East Studies (IJMES) though, as
a notable exception, the Arabic alif magsira is transliterated as ‘-a’ to
distinguish it from a ta’ marbiiza (-a’) and an alif rawila (°-3’). Like
IJMES, however, 1 have fully transliterated common words (e.g.
Qur’an/Qur’an), names and titles of books in the notes, but not in the
text itself. Finally, some words, such as kadith, have not been given their
accurate Arabic plural forms (akadith) but anglicised equivalents instead
(hadiths).
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