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The aftermath of the Holocaust has been long and wide-reaching.
Any act of mass murder and genocide leaves powerful traces: the
trauma of the survivors, the challenge of punishment for the
perpetrators and justice for the victims, and questions of how to
properly commemorate and memorialize the loss and how to
rebuild and restore. This is all the more true for the Holocaust,
which has come to serve as a global cultural touchstone for
evaluating mass violence. The legacy of the Holocaust has
impacted every area of political and cultural life in many different
countries since 1945. What is the state of aftermath studies for the
Holocaust? How do we periodize the post-Holocaust landscape?
Where are there continuities and where are there changes? How,
when, and where has the Holocaust been globalized? In what areas
did the Holocaust generate a fundamental rethinking of human
relations and state institutions? And where did it not? This volume
offers a comprehensive, interdisciplinary account of the impact and
legacy of the Holocaust around the world and demonstrates its
enduring significance, from the postwar period to the present day.
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Few events, if any, in the modern era have had more impact than
the Holocaust. This four-volume landmark study, with over 100
contributions from leading scholars in the field, represents the most
wide-ranging effort in decades to grapple with the catastrophe. The
collection is united by three central aims: presenting a thorough
analysis of the Holocaust, reviewing its vast, multilingual
historiography, and rendering visible its impact on the postwar
world. Volumes examine the origins and preconditions of the
Holocaust, its policies and participants, the victims, bystanders,
and helpers, and finally its outcomes and repercussions.
Throughout the volumes, essays offer multi-perspectival
discussions of the Holocaust, moving beyond a narrow focus on
high-level decisions to consider widening circles of participation
and diverse groups of participants. Further attention is paid to the
integration of other historiographies into English-language
scholarship, including the rich Jewish scholarship of the early
postwar period. The Cambridge History of the Holocaust offers an
authoritative review of existing scholarship, and stimulating new
interpretations of under-researched areas.
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Map 0.3 Major displaced persons camps. From D. Stone, The Liberation of the Camps:
The End of the Holocaust and Its Aftermath (New Haven, Yale University Press, 2015)
with kind permission of Yale University Press.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108839396
www.cambridge.org

