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Few events, if any, in the modern era have had more impact than
the Holocaust. This four-volume landmark study, with over 100
contributions from leading scholars in the field, represents the
most wide-ranging effort in decades to grapple with the
catastrophe. The collection is united by three central aims:
presenting a thorough analysis of the Holocaust, reviewing its
vast, multilingual historiography, and rendering visible its impact
on the postwar world. Volumes examine the origins and
preconditions of the Holocaust, its policies and participants, the
victims, bystanders, and helpers, and finally its outcomes and
repercussions. Throughout the volumes, essays offer multi-
perspectival discussions of the Holocaust, moving beyond a
narrow focus on high-level decisions to consider widening circles
of participation and diverse groups of participants. Further
attention is paid to the integration of other historiographies into
English-language scholarship, including the rich Jewish scholarship
of the early postwar period. The Cambridge History of the Holocaust
offers an authoritative review of existing scholarship, and
stimulating new interpretations of under-researched areas.
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Figures

1.1 Reich Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories Alfred Rosenberg met
with Adolf Hitler, in mid November 1941. On 18 November 1941,
Rosenberg proclaimed that the Jewish Question “could be solved only
by a biological eradication of all of Jewry in Europe.” page 40

1.2 Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler met with the Higher SS and Police
Leader of the General Government, Friedrich-Wilhelm Krüger, on
13 March 1942, on the eve of the campaign to liquidate the Jewish ghettos
in the General Government. On 19 July 1942, Himmler ordered Krüger
to complete this task by the end of the year. 46

2.1 SD officers questioning a group of Poles they have detained on the street,
September/October 1939 (location unknown). 56

2.2 Former SS-Sturmbannführer Friedrich Weitzel, the officer in charge
of food and clothing distribution in the camp, testifies at the 1945 US
trial of former camp personnel and prisoners from Dachau. 67

3.1 Deportation of Jewish families from Eisenach, Germany, to Bełz·yce in the
Lublin district of the Generalgouvernement, 9 May 1942. None of the
deportees survived the war. The photograph is part of a series of twenty
shot by professional photographer Theodor Harder (who also sold his
photos to the local Nazi newspaper). 81

3.2 Bystanders watch Jewish men and women as they are rounded up
and marched through a street in L’viv, German-occupied Ukraine, June/
July 1941. 89

5.1 Franz-Josef Popp, Director General of Bayerische MotorenWerke (BMW)
gives Adolf Hitler a tour of a factory (1933–1935). The image, shot by
Hitler’s valued photographer Heinrich Hoffmann, was published in 1936
in his Adolf Hitler: Bilder aus dem Leben des Führers. 123

5.2 Jewish laborers at work constructing Oskar Schindler’s armaments factory
in Brünnlitz, Moravia, 5 October 1944. Schindler, in 1962 named one of the
Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem, succeeded in transferring
between 700 and 800 Jewish men and 300 Jewish women to this factory,
saving them from internment in the Groß-Rosen and Auschwitz concen-
tration camps. 143

8.1 Soviet investigators in the Klooga concentration camp examine corpses
stacked for burning, August/September 1944. 198
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8.2 A German soldier with binoculars laughs at a Polish Jew, who stands with
his young daughter, September 1939, Częstochowa, Poland. 208

8.3 Henryk Ross, Children playing in the ghetto; “Jewish policeman” captur-
ing an “offender,” 1943, Łódź. 214

9.1 German propaganda poster “Rumors are spread by our foe to lure us
into discontent” (Gerüchte läßt der Feind verbreiten um uns zumMißmut
zu verleiten), 1939–45. 220

10.1 School chart from the mid 1930s, advocating the Law for the Prevention
of Genetically Diseased Offspring. The headline says “Reproduction of the
hereditary sick destroys Volk and culture.” 243

10.2 Czerniejewo (renamed Schwarzenau) near Gniezno (renamed Gnesen,
in Reichsgau Wartheland under German occupation), a column of Poles
following German order policemen after the German invasion in 1939.
The Poles were expelled from their homes in order to make room for
Germans to settle. 250

12.1 Włocławek, Poland, two Jewish policemen standing next to the entrance
to the ghetto. A sign restricts entry to the Jewish residential area. Undated
(1939–44). 299

12.2 The Jewish orchestra in the Westerbork transit camp, c. 1942. 304
15.1 German soldiers round up a group of Jewish men and line them up against

a picket fence in Częstochowa, September 1939. 357
15.2 Wehrmacht soldiers escorting men from Kragujevac (Serbia) and its sur-

rounding area to be executed, October 1941. 358
16.1 German photograph of civilians standing behind a picket fence

and watching as Jews are forced to dig a mass grave for victims murdered
by the NKVD in a courtyard of a L’viv city prison located on ulica Eliasza
Łąckiego, 1 July 1941. Note the presence of two military personnel
on the lower left, likely members of the 1st Mountain Division
(1. Gebirgsdivision) of the Wehrmacht. 382

17.1 A staged photograph of Johann Niemann on horseback in the summer
of 1943. In the background is the residential barracks of the Trawniki men
(Vorlager 14). At the bottom of the picture can be seen the Sobibor ramp
where the deportation trains arrived. The photographer stood on the track
bed for the shot. The print was reverse exposed. 412

17.2 A tour group of SS men, their wives, and Trawniki men on the steps
in front of the Sanssouci Palace, 1943. In the center of the group is Johann
Niemann, on the left behind him is Henriette Niemann, on the right next
to her is Danida Floß, on the right next to Johann Niemann is Emilie
Gomerski, next to her is probably Arnold Oels. 413

18.1 The Hague, 1 October 1940, the local police checking ID cards. From
that day on, all Dutch citizens were, on German orders, obliged to carry
personal ID cards. A few months later, the provisional ID cards were
replaced by a more perfect model, that, in the case of Jewish owners, was
stamped with a black “J.” 436

19.1 A group of Jews from Brandenburg an der Havel being marched by
members of the Order Police through the town center on their way
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to the local train station, 13 April 1942. There the deportees were forced
onto a train to Berlin and deported to theWarsaw Ghetto the next day. As
in this case, deportations often took place in broad daylight and were
observed by a variety of onlookers. 456

21.1 An elderly Hungarian woman refuses to enter Crematorium V in
Auschwitz–Birkenau. The men are trying to calm her down. In
the background, SS men are arriving at the scene to carry out
the gassing. As the barbed wire perimeter and the security fence had not
yet been completed at this point, the building of Crematorium IV can be
seen in the background. The adjacent, lower building holds the gas
chambers. 511

21.2 Aerial photograph of the Auschwitz complex taken by the British Royal
Air Force on 23 August 1944. The barbed wire perimeter around
Crematoria IV and V is clearly visible. A column of smoke is rising from
ditches used to burn the corpses of murdered deportees. 515
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