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1980–2018

How do we address the idea of the literary now at the end of
the second decade in the twenty-first century? Many traditional
categories obscure or overlook significant contemporary forms of
cultural production. This volume looks at literature and culture in
general in this hinge period. Latin American Literature in Transition
1980–2018 examines the ways in which literary culture complicates
national or area studies’ understandings of cultural production.
Topics point to fresh, intersectional understandings of cultural prac-
tice, while keeping in mind the ongoing stakes in a struggle over
material and intangible cultural and political borders that are being
reinforced in formidable ways.
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on Latin American and Jewish literature, gender, cultural studies, and
memory. Her most recent books include The Cambridge History of
Latin American Women’s Literature (with Ileana Rodríguez) and La
vocación desmesurada: Una biografía de Alberto Gerchunoff.

debra a. castillo is Emerson Hinchliff Professor of Hispanic
Studies and Professor of Comparative Literature at Cornell
University. She specializes in contemporary narrative and perform-
ance from the Spanish-speaking world (including the United States),
gender studies, comparative border studies, and cultural theory. Her
most recent books include South of the Future: Speculative
Biotechnologies and Care Markets in South Asia and Latin America
(with Anindita Banerjee) and The Scholar as Human (with Anna Sims
Bartel).
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This series proposes a new organization of Latin American literature through
a focus on moments of transformation, change, revitalization, and retreat. Latin
American Literature in Transition explores the way in which the field has
transitioned, and how what is considered under the rubric of Latin American
Literature has evolved and changed. It moves beyond national, regional, and
linguistic traditions and introduces a continental, multifaceted account of Latin
American literature.
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