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Contesting Pluralism(s) challenges a widespread tendency to limit studies
of Turkish – and Muslim – politics to “Islamist vs. secularist” or “Islam vs.
democracy” debates. Instead, Nora Fisher-Onar’s innovative argument
centers on coalitions for and against pluralism. Retelling Turkey’s story
from the late Ottoman Empire to the present as a tale of pluralizing vs.
anti-pluralist coalitions, this book offers an alternative explanation for
major outcomes from elections and coup d’etats to revolutions. Here,
cross-camp alliances pit those who are willing to coexist with “Other(s)”
against those who champion a unitary, national project in which everyone
speaks, believes, looks or loves as they do. Drawing on a rich array of
primary and secondary data, Fisher-Onar introduces an analytical frame-
work for capturing causal complexity in political contestation. This study
rejects Orientalist exceptionalism, rereading the relationship between pol-
itical religion, pluralism, and populism via a framework that travels across
and beyond the Muslim-majority world.

nora fisher-onar is Associate Professor of International Studies at the
University of San Francisco. Her research combines tools from compara-
tive politics, international relations, and area studies to rethink the rela-
tionship between religion, politics, and pluralism, challenging Orientalism
in how we read Muslim-majority states and societies. Previous publica-
tions include Istanbul: Living with Difference in a Global City (2018).
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orbit, especially Şeyla Benhabib, Janice Stein, and Sarah Wolff. A shout
out also to Ted Reinert for his superb editorial contributions.

Acknowledgments ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108838702
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83870-2 — Contesting Pluralism(s)
Nora Fisher-Onar
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Subsequently, George Washington University’s Institute for Middle
East Studies (IMES) and the Project on Middle East Political Science
(POMEPS) and their respective gurus Nathan Brown and Marc Lynch
provided calm waters to carry on producing. Lauren Baker’s editorial
eye – and camaraderie – infuse this book’s treatment of Istanbul. Many
thanks also to the Brookings Institution and Kemal Kirişçi for support-
ing my preliminary work on populism, which figures so centrally in the
book’s argument.

Presenting the first, (semi-)baked version of the project at a 2018
Southeast Regional Middle East and Islamic Studies Society
(SERMEISS) retreat was transformative: Curtis Ryan, Krista Wiegand,
and Dylan Baun set me on the path that led to a book contract. I will
always be grateful, moreover, for the engagement of Coastal Carolina
University colleagues like Pamela Martin, Suheir Daoud, Miriam
Dekanozishvili, and Richard Kilroy.

At the University of San Francisco, these pages have been hammered
out at every possible writing event convened by the Center for
Research, Artistic and Scholarly Excellence (CRASE) and the Dean of
Arts & Sciences – including two magical, multiday retreats. Ken
Yoshioka of Education Technology Services kindly helped to format
the figures. My department stoically bore with me through the push to
publication despite pandemic and associated delays. A very sincere
thank you, as such, to Brian Dowd-Uribe, Ilaria Giglioli, Quỳnh
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Note on Spelling

When an author has used non-Turkish letters to render their name in a
publication, I respect their preference in citations. Otherwise, I use
modern Turkish letters to render people and places throughout the
manuscript.

In 2022, the Turkish government asked the United Nations and
other international organizations to officially change the country’s
name to “Türkiye,” and this request was honored. Since the vast
majority of this book’s coverage regards the pre-2022 period, I have
for the sake of stylistic consistency, retained the conventional English-
language rendition of the country’s name as “Turkey.”
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