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Alzheimer’s Disease Drug Development: A Research
and Development Ecosystem captures the complex-
ity of Alzheimer’s disease (AD) drug development
and provides a comprehensive set of perspectives
from the many stakeholders involved in discover-
ing and developing new therapies for AD.

There is no greater unmet therapeutic need for
humanity than effective therapies for brain disor-
ders. The suffering caused by these conditions and
other neurodegenerative disorders is overwhelm-
ing and is burdened with substantial stigma.
Therefore, I have devoted my professional life to
changing the way brain disorders such as schizo-
phrenia, depression, AD, among others are not
only treated, but also viewed by society. From my
time with the National Institutes of Health, Janssen
and Johnson & Johnson, where I serve as the
Global Head of Science for Minds, my colleagues
and I recognize there is still much to uncover about
brain disorders due to the rich complexity of the
brain and the challenges in accessing it. But that
is not a reason to stop - especially as we enter the
golden age of neuroscience, driven largely by sci-
entific breakthroughs and accelerated regulatory
pathways.

Through our continued commitment in neu-
roscience, we have uncovered new tools which
promise to help us succeed in brain disorder and
AD drug development. Fluid biomarkers from
blood and spinal fluid, as well as imaging biomark-
ers, are increasingly allowing us to identify proper
populations for inclusion in clinical trials and to
more comprehensively understand the effects of
our drugs on the biology of complex brain dis-
orders. These advances are described in detail in
Alzheimer’s Disease Drug Development: A Research
and Development Ecosystem.

I believe that therapeutic efforts coupled with
education will have a marked effect on the lives of
those living with brain disorders and their care-
givers, but also recognize the importance and
value of collaborations and perspectives from key
stakeholders in the industry. Alzheimer’s Disease
Drug Development: A Research and Development
Ecosystem provides a roadmap for creating this col-
laborative foundation that will ultimatelylead to suc-
cess for our enterprise and the patient population.

Husseini Manji, MD, FRCPC
Global Head, Science for Minds, Johnson ¢~ Johnson
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