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Before the West

How would the history of international relations in ‘the East’ be written if
we did not always read the ending – the rise of the West and the decline
of the East – into the past? What if we did not assume that Asia was just a
residual category, a variant of ‘not-Europe’, but saw it as a space with its
own particular history and sociopolitical dynamics, not defined only by
encounters with European colonialism? How would our understanding of
sovereignty, as well as our theories about the causes of the decline of Great
Powers and international orders, change as a result? For the first time,
Before the West offers a grand narrative of (Eur)Asia as a space connected
by normatively and institutionally overlapping successive world orders
originating from the Mongol Empire. It also uses that history to rethink
the foundational concepts of international relations, such as order and
decline.

ay şe zarakol is Professor of International Relations at the University of
Cambridge and a Fellow at Emmanuel College. She is the author of After
Defeat: How the East Learned to Live with the West (Cambridge
University Press, 2011) and the editor of the prize-winning Hierarchies in

World Politics (Cambridge University Press, 2017).
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A Cihannüma
dedicated to the memory of my father,

Cihan Zarakol (1949–2016),

who taught me to love history as if it were a puzzle.
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This map is an approximation of the furthest reach of these sovereigns during the period

covered in the relevant chapter.

Map 0.1 The world empire of Genghis Khan
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This map is an approximation of the furthest reach of these sovereigns during the period

covered in the relevant chapter.

Map 0.2 The Timurids and the Ming Dynasty
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This map is an approximation of the furthest reach of these sovereigns during the period covered in the relevant chapter.

Map 0.3 Post-Timurid world order

www.cambridge.org/9781108838603
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-83860-3 — Before the West
Ayşe Zarakol 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108838603
www.cambridge.org

